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From the Desk of Matt Russell, State Executive Director 
My grandma was amazing at marking on the back of family photos. I remember seeing a black and white photo 
of my grandpa sitting on a 60 John Deere with a two-row corn picker on it. He was holding up both hands 
showing all ten of his digits. The back of the photo simply said, “harvest complete”. I asked grandma why he 
was holding up his hands. She said, “he’s showing that harvest is done for the year, and he didn’t lose any 
fingers.” 

As I drive around the state, harvest has started and I’m seeing a big crop. As I listen to the markets, we’ve seen 
downward trends for much of what Iowa raises. I’m also seeing areas hit by extreme weather earlier this year. 
In the past three weeks, we’ve seen much of the state return to abnormally dry conditions. It’s clear there are 
some challenges for Iowa farmers and ranchers on the horizon. 

This is all the more reason to be staying in close communication with your local Farm Service Agency office. 
Your local team of agricultural leaders in the county office are there to help you understand what’s available to 
help you navigate the challenges and take advantage of the opportunities for your unique farming operation. 

Under Secretary Vilsack’s leadership, I’m proud to be helping advance the goals of the Biden-Harris 
Administration as we look for new and innovative ways to support Iowa farmers. Whether we’re implementing 
new payment scenarios for producers using the Emergency Conservation Program in response to floods and 
tornadoes or updating our Farm Loan Programs to increase financial freedom, resilience and profitability for 
agricultural producers, Iowa Farm Service Agency continues to find ways to better serve farmers. 

In terms of our Farm Loan Programs, the three big updates will take effect on September 25. 

• Establishing a new low-interest installment set-aside program for financially distressed borrowers. 
• Providing applicants access to flexible repayment terms that can increases farmer profitability to build 

working capital reserves and savings. 



• Reducing loan security and collateral requirements to enable borrowers to leverage their own financial 
equity. 

In terms of any of our programs, as a high touch agency, we encourage you to contact your county office to 
learn more about how Iowa FSA can help you succeed in your farming operation. 

As harvest season shifts into full gear, my hope is everyone stays safe like my grandpa in that photo from the 
1950s. 

 

 

USDA Updates Farm Loan Programs to Increase Financial 
Freedom, Resilience and Profitability for Agricultural 
Producers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced changes to the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) 
Farm Loan Programs, effective Sept. 25, 2024 — changes that are intended to increase opportunities for 
farmers and ranchers to be financially viable. These improvements, part of the Enhancing Program Access and 
Delivery for Farm Loans rule, demonstrate USDA’s commitment to improving farm profitability through farm 
loans designed to provide important financing options used by producers to cover operating expenses and 
purchase land and equipment. 

Farm loan policy changes outlined in the Enhancing Program Access and Delivery for Farm Loans rule, are 
designed to better assist borrowers to make strategic investments in the enhancement or expansion of their 
agricultural operations. 

The three most notable policy changes include: 

• Establishing a new low-interest installment set-aside program for financially distressed borrowers. 
Eligible financially distressed borrowers can defer up to one annual loan installment per qualified loan at 
a reduced interest rate, providing a simpler and expedited option to resolve financial distress in addition 
to FSA’s existing loan servicing programs. 

• Providing all eligible loan applicants access to flexible repayment terms that can increase profitability 
and help build working capital reserves and savings. By creating upfront positive cash flow, borrowers 
can find opportunities in their farm operating plan budgets to include a reasonable margin for increased 
working capital reserves and savings, including for retirement and education. 

• Reducing additional loan security requirements to enable borrowers to leverage equity. This reduces the 
amount of additional security required for direct farm loans, including reducing the frequency borrowers 
must use their personal residence as additional collateral for a farm loan. 

Additional Farm Loan Program Improvements 

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA’s FSA has embarked on a comprehensive and systemic effort to 
ensure equitable delivery of Farm Loan Programs and improve access to credit for small and mid-size family 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2024-16828%2Fenhancing-program-access-and-delivery-for-farm-loans%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/nACphkqL18fR7l5rMckA_KsWL3IETRQhk8Q01cLPMIs=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2024-16828%2Fenhancing-program-access-and-delivery-for-farm-loans%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/nACphkqL18fR7l5rMckA_KsWL3IETRQhk8Q01cLPMIs=371


farms. FSA has also included additional data in its annual report to Congress to provide information that 
Congress, stakeholders, and the general public need to hold USDA accountable on the progress that has been 
made in improving services to underserved producers. This year’s report shows FSA direct and guaranteed 
loans were made to a greater percentage of young and beginning farmers and ranchers, as well as 
improvements in the participation rates of minority borrowers. The report also highlights FSA’s microloan 
program’s new focus on urban agriculture operations and niche market lending, as well as increased support 
for producers seeking direct loans for farm ownership in the face of increasing land values across the country. 

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate the Farm Loan Program customer-facing 
business process. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a direct loan application annually, FSA has made 
several impactful improvements including: 

• The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online, step-by-step guide to 
identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit for their business needs and to understanding the 
application process. 

• The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is paperless and provides helpful 
features including an electronic signature option, the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax 
returns, complete a balance sheet, and build a farm operating plan. 

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing, or 
visiting a local USDA Service Center to pay a loan installment. 

• A simplified direct loan paper application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 pages. 

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local FSA farm loan staff to ensure they fully understand the 
wide range of loan and servicing options available to assist with starting, expanding, or maintaining their 
agricultural operation. To conduct business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center 

FSA helps America’s farmers, ranchers and forest landowners invest in, improve, protect and expand their 
agricultural operations through the delivery of agricultural programs for all Americans. FSA implements 
agricultural policy, administers credit and loan programs, and manages conservation, commodity, disaster 
recovery and marketing programs through a national network of state and county off ices and locally elected 
county committees. For more information, visit, www.fsa.usda.gov 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris administration, 
USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional food 
production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all 
communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food 
and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural 
America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a 
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Accepts Nearly 2.2 Million Acres through this year’s 
Grassland, General, and Continuous CRP signups 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting offers for more than 2.2 million acres from agricultural 
producers and private landowners through this year’s Grassland, General, and Continuous Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) signups administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). With these accepted 
acres, enrollment is very near the 27 million CRP acreage cap. 

Grassland CRP 

Including the nearly 1.44 million acres recently accepted in Grassland CRP for offers received in 2024, 
producers will have enrolled more than 10 million acres in this popular working-lands program. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FLaws-Regs%2Fimprovementact2018_march_2024.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/6wIHUu40yTWFHGHqdLItOmfTorhe0BUWLd98spxYYgE=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/yAwxTR3fPTa01FF4LrrO5xl7Cc8UsgxoEfAwc8S4uU4=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/tzhS7k5yKQ_GJ-mIHfvd-SbfU2uU6GYIGW2mTFIuNzg=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/iiW_Y-NSWSvXX34BXQV_pHr8DEEpGKihqK1IZE64IF8=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/iiW_Y-NSWSvXX34BXQV_pHr8DEEpGKihqK1IZE64IF8=371


Grassland CRP allows producers and landowners to continue grazing and haying practices while protecting 
grasslands and further CRP’s impacts. Grassland CRP leverages working lands practices to improve 
biodiversity and conserve environmentally sensitive land. 

Enrolled acres help sequester carbon in vegetation and soil, while enhancing resilience to drought and wildfire. 
Meanwhile, producers can still conduct common grazing practices, such as haying, mowing or harvesting seed 
from the enrolled land, which supports agricultural production. 

Top states for this year’s Grassland CRP signup include: 

• Nebraska with 237,853 acres accepted 
• Colorado with 218,145 acres accepted 
• New Mexico with 185,619 acres accepted 

Additionally, to target conservation in key geographies, USDA prioritizes land within two National Priority 
Zones: The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem and the Dust Bowl area. The 2024 Grassland CRP enrollment has 
added more than 560,000 acres in the Priority Zones, bringing the total acres to 3.8 million. By conserving 
working grasslands and other lands that underpin iconic big game migrations, land enrolled in these zones 
contributes to broader USDA conservation efforts through Working Lands for Wildlife. 

General and Continuous CRP 

FSA also has accepted nearly 200,000 acres through the General signup, bringing total acres enrolled in 
General CRP to 7.9 million acres. As one of the largest private lands conservation programs in the United 
States, CRP offers a range of conservation options to farmers, ranchers and landowners. It has been an 
especially strong opportunity for farmers with less productive or marginal cropland, helping them re-establish 
valuable land cover to help improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and support wildlife habitat. 

In January 2024, FSA opened enrollment for Continuous CRP. Under this enrollment, producers and 
landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year. Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer 
and land meet the eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. To date, in 
2024, more than 565,000 acres have been offered through Continuous CRP bringing the total acres enrolled to 
8.5 million. 

Producers can still make an offer to participate in CRP through the Continuous CRP signup, which is ongoing, 
by contacting FSA at their local USDA Service Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fprograms-initiatives%2Fworking-lands-for-wildlife%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/HyZSsEilB35K5az4_0D19dqtJy1_u_00fO2Zy9qy_t4=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp-continuous-enrollment-period-factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/SggZUXW_cdo98lEchMAoDOf-gCzUxBM7xL__82xBsFk=371


 

USDA Launches Online Debt Consolidation Tool to Increase 
Farmer And Rancher Financial Viability  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing the launch of the Debt Consolidation Tool, an 
innovative online tool available through farmers.gov that allows agricultural producers to enter their farm 
operating debt and evaluate the potential savings that might be provided by obtaining a debt consolidation 
loan with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) or a local lender.   

A debt consolidation loan is a new loan used to pay off other existing operating loans or lines of credit that 
might have unreasonable rates and terms. By combining multiple eligible debts into a single, larger loan, 
borrowers may obtain more favorable payment terms such as a lower interest rate or lower payments. 
Consolidating debt may also provide farmers and ranchers additional cash flow flexibilities.     

The Debt Consolidation Tool is a significant addition to FSA’s suite of improvements designed to modernize its 
Farm Loan Programs. The tool enhances customer service and increases opportunities for farmers and 
ranchers to achieve financial viability by helping them identify potential savings that could be reinvested in their 
farming and ranching operation, retirement accounts, or college savings accounts.     

Producers can access the Debt Consolidation Tool by visiting farmers.gov/debt-consolidation-tool. The tool is 
built to run on modern browsers including Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. Producers do not 
need to create a farmers.gov account or access the authenticated customer portal to use the tool.    

Additional Farm Loan Programs Improvements     

FSA recently announced significant changes to Farm Loan Programs through the Enhancing Program Access 
and Delivery for Farm Loans rule. These policy changes, to take effect September 25, 2024, are designed to 
better assist borrowers to make strategic investments in the enhancement or expansion of their agricultural 
operations.     

FSA also has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate the Farm Loan Program customer-
facing business process. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a direct loan application annually, FSA has 
made several impactful improvements including:   

• The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online, step-by-step guide to 
identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit for their business needs and to understanding the 
application process.    

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/FD2YYz37pRdcNA3gfGYFmGf721EbFwuFpDnrvemwX_k=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fdebt-consolidation-tool%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/fSa4yxblLWCWrxQsqe5ygsYyab1ot7lCi72YtX20mGY=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Fdata=05%257C02%257Camanda.heitkamp%2540usda.gov%257C0e122c9a378b46b8783c08dcc7984e39%257Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%257C1%257C0%257C638604704197719600%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26reserved=0%26sdata=mGs4ka3adWr6kFaN0rHXK8tTBgv3pmA7fW%252BD6QAjXck%253D%26url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252Fprograms-and-services%252Ffarm-loan-programs%252Fenhancing-program-access-and-delivery-for-farm-loans%252Findex%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/1pVuM3GK43Ud2iuLqBaDRq-5cQmVAnUKylUUDMXT0Vw=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Fdata=05%257C02%257Camanda.heitkamp%2540usda.gov%257C0e122c9a378b46b8783c08dcc7984e39%257Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%257C1%257C0%257C638604704197719600%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26reserved=0%26sdata=mGs4ka3adWr6kFaN0rHXK8tTBgv3pmA7fW%252BD6QAjXck%253D%26url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252Fprograms-and-services%252Ffarm-loan-programs%252Fenhancing-program-access-and-delivery-for-farm-loans%252Findex%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/1pVuM3GK43Ud2iuLqBaDRq-5cQmVAnUKylUUDMXT0Vw=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Fdata=05%257C02%257Camanda.heitkamp%2540usda.gov%257C0e122c9a378b46b8783c08dcc7984e39%257Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%257C1%257C0%257C638604704197731514%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26reserved=0%26sdata=V9f0SKPTnpxIeQh0zZoSlxHxuVfNtPzEIYJawWvhvXY%253D%26url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252Fnews-room%252Fnews-releases%252F2022%252Fusda-launches-loan-assistance-tool-to-enhance-equity-and-customer-service%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/zgTgpGWOQjTqp_QLjM3U2VQyecHF6TP1Tido2D7-uWo=371


• The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is paperless and provides helpful 
features including an electronic signature option, the ability to attach supporting documents such as 
tax returns, complete a balance sheet, and build a farm operating plan.     

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing, 
or visiting a local USDA Service Center to pay a loan installment.     

• A simplified direct loan paper application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 pages.     

• A new educational hub with farm loan resources and videos.     

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local FSA farm loan staff to ensure they fully understand the 
wide range of loan and servicing options available to assist with starting, expanding, or maintaining their 
agricultural operation. To conduct business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center.    

FSA helps America’s farmers, ranchers and forest landowners invest in, improve, protect and expand their 
agricultural operations through the delivery of agricultural programs for all Americans. FSA implements 
agricultural policy, administers credit and loan programs, and manages conservation, commodity, disaster 
recovery and marketing programs through a national network of state and county offices and locally elected 
county committees. For more information, visit fsa.usda.gov.    

 

 

USDA Expands Funding Opportunities for Specialty Crop 
Growers to Help Offset On-Farm Food Safety Expenses for 
2024 and 2025 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is expanding the Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops 
(FSCSC) program to now include medium-sized businesses in addition to small businesses. Eligible specialty 
crop growers can apply for assistance for expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification. 
The program has also been expanded to include assistance for 2024 and 2025 expenses. Producers can apply 
for assistance on their calendar year 2024 expenses beginning July 1, 2024, through Jan. 31, 2025. For 
program year 2025, the application period will be Jan. 1, 2025, through Jan. 31, 2026. 

Program Details 

FSCSC assists specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety certification and expenses 
related to obtaining or renewing a food safety. FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty crop operation’s 
cost of obtaining or renewing its certification, as well as a portion of related expenses. 

Eligible FSCSC applicants must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition of a small or medium-size 
business and have paid eligible expenses related to certification. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Fdata=05%257C02%257Camanda.heitkamp%2540usda.gov%257C0e122c9a378b46b8783c08dcc7984e39%257Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%257C1%257C0%257C638604704197741564%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26reserved=0%26sdata=O0Ya0YWOMRYK9eR5ldTadxloSYBterRk2FAA7giKv4A%253D%26url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252Fnews-room%252Fnews-releases%252F2023%252Fusda-now-accepting-applications-for-farm-loans-online%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/Jeexuh8eWhjXTONfv_YqQj1mzzafvD1KU1uK9Ud5uNw=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Fdata=05%257C02%257Camanda.heitkamp%2540usda.gov%257C0e122c9a378b46b8783c08dcc7984e39%257Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%257C1%257C0%257C638604704197749536%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26reserved=0%26sdata=m%252BIY1FlIS9xgVU%252F6ieFMImke8zFVEoglmGZKMWbE7j0%253D%26url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252Fnews-room%252Fnews-releases%252F2024%252Ffarmers-ranchers-now-can-make-usda-farm-loan-payments-online%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/l6-_fXa3-6bFoyNWj-HHN5hPIze69lraz0zvbm2JtFs=371
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Fdata=05%257C02%257Camanda.heitkamp%2540usda.gov%257C0e122c9a378b46b8783c08dcc7984e39%257Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%257C1%257C0%257C638604704197756653%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26reserved=0%26sdata=zOnky4rFgmqXFOf6Tln5zVEpcpi7mXqhFFBbFH0kGhI%253D%26url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252Fnews-room%252Fnews-releases%252F2023%252Fusda-develops-simplified-direct-loan-application-to-improve-customer-service%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019207b09332-047cd1f4-d5ac-4b2d-8180-8c5829a7c13e-000000/2i1mFOOeZfXeGjHNdE-QZUZsom4iD9MaeJfUKKpfPLE=371
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• A small business has an average annual monetary value of specialty crops sold by the applicant during 
the three-year period preceding the program year of no more than $500,000. 

• A medium size business has an average annual monetary value of specialty crops the applicant sold 
during the three-year period preceding the program year of at least $500,001 but no more than 
$1,000,000. 

Specialty crop operations can receive the following cost assistance: 

• Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification. 
• Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan. 
• Food safety certification. 
• Certification upload fees. 
• Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water. 
• Training. 

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each eligible cost category. Details about payment rates and 
limitations are available at farmers.gov/food-safety. 

Applying for Assistance 

Interested applicants have until Jan. 31, 2025, to apply for assistance for 2024 eligible expenses. FSA will 
issue payments as applications are processed and approved. For program year 2025, the application period 
will be January 1, 2025, through January 31, 2026. FSA will issue 50% of the calculated payment for program 
year 2025 following application approval, with the remaining amount to be paid after the application deadline. If 
calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be prorated. 

Specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888-1, Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops 
Program (FSCSC) for Program Years 2024 and 2025 application. The application, along with the AD-2047, 
Customer Data Worksheet and SF-3881, ACH Vendor/Miscellaneous Payment Enrollment Form, if not already 
on file with FSA, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand 
delivery or via electronic means. Alternatively, producers with an eAuthentication account can apply for FSCSC 
online. Producers interested in creating an eAuthentication account should visit farmers.gov/sign-in. 

Specialty crop producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with an FSA employee ready to assist. 
Visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility information and forms needed to apply. 

More Information  

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center. Producers can 
also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm loans and view other farm records data and 
customer information by logging into their farmers.gov account. Producers without an account can sign up 
today.  
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USDA Offers Assistance and Resources for Recovery from 
and Prevention of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza H5N1 
in Dairy Herds 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has 
confirmed the detection of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI), also known as H5N1, in dairy cattle in 12 
states including Colorado, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, North Carolina, New Mexico, Ohio, 
South Dakota, Texas and Wyoming. To protect the U.S. livestock industry from the threat posed by HPAI H5N1 
USDA is taking a number of actions with our federal partners. 

On April 24, APHIS announced a federal order that includes mandatory testing for interstate movement of dairy 
cattle and mandatory reporting of influenza A detections in livestock. In addition to the Federal Order 
mandates, USDA provides several voluntary testing and monitoring options, including the HPAI Dairy Herd 
Status Program announced on May 31, 2024. APHIS has released a list of requirements and recommendations 
that apply to interstate moving of lactating dairy cattle, testing guidance for livestock, and answers to frequently 
asked questions. Producers are encouraged to visit the APHIS HPAI Livestock Detection website for 
information about these programs and requirements, as well as the most comprehensive and timely updates 
about this rapidly evolving situation. 

Assistance for Milk Loss 

Confirmed H5N1 Positive Test Results Required for Recovery Assistance   

Producers who incur milk losses in their dairy herds due to HPAI H5N1 can now apply for financial assistance 
through the USDA’s updated Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish Program 
(ELAP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) expanded ELAP policy through the rule-making process to assist 
with financial losses resulting from reduced milk production when cattle are removed from commercial milking 
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in dairy herds having a confirmed positive H5N1 test. Positive tests must be confirmed through the USDA’s 
APHIS’ National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL). 

To apply, producers need to submit the following to FSA: 

• Proof of herd infection through a confirmed positive H5N1 test (based on USDA’s APHIS H5N1 case 
definition) on individual animal or bulk tank samples confirmed by APHIS’ NVSL; 

• A notice of loss indicating the date when the loss is apparent, which is the sample collection date for the 
positive H5N1 test; and 

• An application for payment certifying the number of eligible adult dairy cows removed from production, 
the month the cows were removed from production, and the producer’s share in the milk production. 

The final date to file a notice of loss and application for payment for eligible losses is 30 days after the end of 
the prior calendar year, which is January 30. 

Note: To determine livestock and producer eligibility for ELAP H5N1 assistance, to submit an application or if 
you’ve not previously conducted business with FSA, contact your local FSA county office for details. Find your 
local office. Other online resources include frequently asked questions and a fact sheet. 

Loans for Biosecurity Implementation 

FSA also provides direct and guaranteed loans for farmers and ranchers that can assist with implementation of 
biosecurity measures for their operations. Loans can assist with: 

• Installing physical barriers to facilitate quarantine, to prevent livestock interaction with wildlife, and to 
prevent unauthorized access by visitors 

• Purchase of disinfectant, footbaths, and disposable footwear and clothing; 
• Veterinary costs related to vaccination and general animal health; 
• Testing of feed and water sources for toxins and other disease; 
• Costs associated with responsible manure disposal and management; 
• Costs associated with cleaning and disinfecting livestock transportation equipment; and 
• Other biosecurity measures recommended by USDA or other applicable agencies. 

To learn more about loans, producers can use the: 

• Loan Assistance Tool – helps producers better navigate the farm loan process. The online Loan 
Assistance Tool provides producers needing agricultural financing with an interactive, step-by-step 
guide. 

• Farm Loans Overview Factsheet – provides an overview of all FSA direct and guaranteed loans, and 
eligibility requirements. 

• Farm Loans Homepage – gives in-depth farm loan information, including fact sheets, for those who 
don’t want to use the online Loan Assistance Tool. 

To learn more about ELAP or farm loans, producers should contact the FSA at the local USDA Service Center. 

To learn more about APHIS requirements and resources, visit APHIS’ Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(HPAI) Detections in Livestock webpage. 
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USDA Now Accepting Applications for Available Funds to 
Help Cover Organic Certification Costs 
Through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 
cover up to 75% of organic certification costs at a maximum of $750 per certification category. FSA is now 
accepting applications, and organic producers and handlers should apply for OCCSP by the Oct. 31, 2024, 
deadline for eligible expenses incurred from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024. FSA will issue payments as 
applications are received and approved. 

OCCSP was part of a broader organic announcement made by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack on May 15, 
2024, which also included the Organic Market Development Grant program and Organic Transition Initiative. 

Eligible Applicants, Expenses and Categories 

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of organic agricultural commodities for 
expenses incurred obtaining or maintaining organic certification under USDA’s National Organic Program. 
Eligible OCCSP applicants include any certified organic producers or handlers who have paid organic 
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. 

Cost share assistance covers expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency 
agreement and arrangement requirements, inspector travel expenses, user fees, sales assessments and 
postage. OCCSP pays a maximum of $750 per certification category for crops, wild crops, livestock, 
processing/handling, and state organic program fees (California only). 

How to Apply  

To apply, producers and handlers should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center and be prepared to 
provide documentation of organic certification and eligible expenses. OCCSP applications can also be 
submitted through participating state departments of agriculture. For more information, visit the OCCSP 
webpage. 

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture 

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer OCCSP. FSA posted a 
funding opportunity summary on grants.gov and will electronically mail the Notice of Funding Opportunity to all 
eligible state departments of agriculture. Applications are due July 12, 2024. 

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state department of agriculture 
and FSA county offices in that state will accept OCCSP applications and make payments to eligible certified 
operations. Producers or handlers can receive OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the participating state 
department of agriculture but not both. 

More Information  

USDA offers other assistance for organic producers, including the Organic Transition Initiative (OTI), which 
includes direct farmer assistance for organic production and processing and conservation. For more 
information on organic agriculture, visit farmers.gov/organic. 

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center. Producers can 
also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm loans and view other farm records data and 
customer information by logging into their farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today. 
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Payment Limitation  
Program payments may be limited by direct attribution to individuals or entities. A legal entity is defined as an 
entity created under Federal or State law that owns land or an agricultural commodity, product or livestock. 

Through direct attribution, payment limitation is based on the total payments received by a person or legal 
entity, both directly and indirectly. Qualifying spouses are eligible for a separate payment limitation. 

Payments and benefits under certain FSA programs are subject to some or all of the following: 

• payment limitation by direct attribution (including common attribution) 
• payment limitation amounts for the applicable programs 
• substantive change requirements when a farming operation adds persons, resulting in an increase in 

persons to which payment limitation applies 
• actively engaged in farming requirements 
• cash-rent tenant rule 
• foreign person rule 
• average AGI limitations 
• programs subject to AGI limitation 

No program benefits subject to payment eligibility and limitation will be provided until all required forms for the 
specific situation are provided and necessary payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations are 
made. 

Payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations may be initiated by the County Committee or 
requested by the producer. 

Statutory and Regulatory rules require persons and legal entities, provide the names and Tax Identification 
Numbers (TINs) for all persons and legal entities with an ownership interest in the farming operation to be 
eligible for payment.  

Payment eligibility and payment limitation forms submitted by persons and legal entities are subject to spot 
check through FSA’s end-of-year review process. 

Persons or legal entities selected for end-of-year review must provide the County Committee with operating 
loan documents, income and expense ledgers, canceled checks for all expenditures, lease and purchase 
agreements, sales contracts, property tax statements, equipment listings, lease agreements, purchase 
contracts, documentation of who provided actual labor and management, employee time sheets or books, crop 
sales documents, warehouse ledgers, gin ledgers, corporate or entity papers, etc. 



A finding that a person or legal entity is not actively engaged in farming results in the person or legal entity 
being ineligible for any payment or benefit subject to the actively engaged in farming rules. 

Noncompliance with AGI provisions, either by exceeding the applicable limitation or failure to submit a 
certification and consent for disclosure statement, will result in payment ineligibility for all program benefits 
subject to AGI provisions. Program payments are reduced in an amount that is commensurate with the direct 
and indirect interest held by an ineligible person or legal entity in any legal entity, general partnership, or joint 
operation that receives benefits subject to the average AGI limitations. 

If any changes occur that could affect an actively engaged in farming, cash-rent tenant, foreign person, or 
average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) determination, producers must timely notify the County FSA Office by 
filing revised farm operating plans and/or supporting documentation, as applicable. Failure to timely notify the 
County Office may adversely affect payment eligibility. 

 

Conduct Business Online Through the Farmers.gov Portal 
Looking for ways to do business with USDA that saves you time? Look no further than farmers.gov. 

When you create an account for the farmers.gov authenticated customer portal, you have access to self-
service features through a secure login. Managing your business with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is faster than ever. From e-signing documents, viewing, 
printing, and exporting maps and receiving notifications of payment disbursements, a farmers.gov 
authenticated account makes doing business with USDA easy and secure. 

What can you do with your farmers.gov account? 

• View FSA Farm Loan information including interest payments, loan advances, payment history and 
paid-in-full/restructured loans. 

• Make USDA direct farm loan payments using the Pay My Loan feature. 
• Access the Online Loan Application portal. 
• View, print and export detailed FSA farm records and farm/tract maps. 
• Import precision agriculture planting boundaries, create labels containing crop information, and print 

both on farm tract maps. 
• View and print your FSA-156EZ with farm details 
• View and print your Producer Farm Data Report 
• View NRCS Disbursements and Farm Loans financial activity from the past 180 days. 
• View your land, access NRCS data on your conservation plans, contracts, and planning land units 

through the Conservation Land Area page. 
• View, upload, download and e-sign NRCS documents. 
• Request NRCS conservation and financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View detailed information on all previous and ongoing NRCS contracts, including the amount of cost- 

share assistance received and anticipated; and even request contract modifications, report practice 
completion and request practice certification. 

• “Switch Profiles” to act on behalf of your entity or another individual when you have active 
representative authority on file 

If you’d like to see the features in action and learn more about how to use them, check out the 3–5-minute 
farmers.gov account video tutorials. 

How do you create a farmers.gov account? 

Visit farmers.gov/account to access information about farmers.gov accounts and sign in to the site’s 
authenticated portal. You will need a Login.gov account linked to your USDA customer record to access your 
farmers.gov authenticated site. Customers who are new to USDA should visit Get Started at Your USDA 
Service Center, then go to farmers.gov/account to create a farmers.gov account. 
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To create a farmers.gov account you will need: 

• A USDA individual customer record — A customer record contains information you have given to USDA 
to do business with them, like your name, address, phone number, and any legal representative 
authority relationships. Contact your local USDA Service Center to make sure you have an individual 
USDA customer record on file and your information is up to date. 

• A Login.gov account — Login.gov is a sign-in service that gives people secure online access to 
participating government programs. You can create a Login.gov account linked to your customer record 
by following the directions on farmers.gov/account. 

• Identity Verification — You can choose to verify your identity with Login.gov or in-person at a USDA 
Service Center. In addition to the self-service features, farmers.gov also has information on USDA 
programs, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. 

In addition to the self-service features, farmers.gov also has information on USDA programs, farm loans, 
disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. 
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