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Are you new to farming because of the pandemic? USDA can help
you get started — everything from helping you register your farm to
getting financial assistance and advice. Our team members, based
. . at USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from
State Executive Director: people who are interested in more space and working the land, and

Brian Lacefield we want to let you know we can help.
Phone: 859-224-7601

Get Started with USDA
State Committee:

Brenda Paul, Chair
Tom Flowers
Kenney Imel

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you
purchased land, it might already be established with USDA’s Farm
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Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA can
help you register your farm.

To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social
Security number or an employer ID) and a property deed. If you do
not own the land, bring a lease agreement to show you have
control of the property to your FSA representative. If your operation
is incorporated or an entity, you may also need to provide proof that
you have signature authority and the legal ability to enter contracts
with USDA.

Access to Capital

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is
a great resource when producers aren’t able to get a loan from a
traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing land or
equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers
microloans, which are especially popular among producers with
smaller farms. For more information, check out our Farm Loan

Discovery Tool.

Conservation Practices

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm,
which are good for your bottom line and your operation. We'll help
you develop a conservation plan as well as apply for financial
assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To
learn more about some of the conservation practices that we help
producers with, check out our Conservation at Work Video Series.

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can
look at either a conservation easement or managing for native
shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).
Easements are long-term, while a CRP contract is 10-15 years.
These are good options for lands with land that is not optimal for
production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands.

Additional Resources

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance.
The USDA’s Risk Management Agency provides crop insurance to
help you manage risks on your farm. There are many types of
insurance products available for a wide variety of production
practices, including organic and sustainable agriculture.

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers
including conservation districts, Rural Development, cooperative
extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with
USDA, contact your local USDA service center.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FKentucky%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C47eeb6314c91451b389c08d89aee5028%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637429695620976749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=prRHY14Mk1OxbG6zWTMM2AEPB1FWUqT%2FuRxFmVQZI10%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve/conservation-at-work?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FBeginning-Farmers%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C47eeb6314c91451b389c08d89aee5028%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637429695620976749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TsDUieMWEg121jYTBsTqc5FzPK%2BwVbHwCxvSVpwW5R4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FBeginning-Farmers%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C47eeb6314c91451b389c08d89aee5028%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637429695620976749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TsDUieMWEg121jYTBsTqc5FzPK%2BwVbHwCxvSVpwW5R4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

USDA Offers Critical Programs and Services to Support
American Agriculture

Whether you’re weathering the pandemic, overcoming retaliatory tariffs, facing natural disasters, or
simply hoping to strengthen your operation, USDA offers programs and services to support your
business needs.

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2, CFAP 2, builds upon the initial Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program, CFAP 1. USDA is implementing CFAP 2 for agricultural producers who
continue to face market disruptions and associated costs because of COVID-19. USDA will accept
applications for CFAP 2 through December 11, 2020. More than 300 commaodities are eligible for
CFAP 2, including some that were ineligible for CFAP 1. Our CFAP 2 Eligible Commodities

Finder makes it easy to determine eligibility of the commodities you grow or raise and provides
commodity-specific payment rates. We encourage all producers to visit farmers.gov/cfap to learn
more about this program, including options to apply.

Disaster Assistance Programs

USDA is here to help you prepare for, recover from, and build long-term resilience to natural
disasters. | encourage all agricultural producers to visit farmers.gov/recover for the latest USDA
disaster assistance resources. You'll find information on a range of USDA disaster assistance
programs and an online Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool that provides targeted information
through a few simple steps.

Most importantly, your Jocal USDA Service Center is staffed with experts who know our disaster
assistance programs inside and out.

Funding Opportunities

USDA offers a variety of funding opportunities to help producers finance and grow their businesses.
You can visit farmers.gov/fund for the latest USDA farm loans information and use our Farm Loan
Discovery Tool to learn about loans options that might be right for you by answering five quick
questions.

From headquarters through your local county office, we understand the inherent risks of agriculture
and are committed to supporting America’s producers, offering critical resources to help you build,
sustain, and grow your operation. The FSA office at your local USDA Service Center is there to help
with your CFAP 2 and STRP applications and to assist with loans and even natural disasters. |
encourage you to check the status of your local USDA Service Center and make an appointment to
discuss your business needs.

Heirs’ Property Landowners
USDA recently launched a new website for producers to find information on heirs’ property.

Heirs’ property is family owned land that is jointly owned by descendants of a deceased person
whose estate did not clear probate. The descendants, or heirs, have the right to use the property,
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but they do not have a clear or marketable title to the property since the estate issues remain
unresolved.

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized alternative documentation for heirs’ property operators to establish a
farm number. A farm number is required to be eligible for many different USDA programs, including
lending, disaster relief programs, and participation in county committees.

For more information visit farmers.gov/manage/HeirsPropertyLandowners.

Additional USDA Programs and Services

USDA offers a variety of farm loan, risk management, disaster assistance, and conservation
programs to support farmers, including heirs’ property landowners once they have a farm number.

USDA also has several special provisions and resources for heirs’ property landowners, including:

e Targeted funding through farm loans
e Crop insurance benefits
e Conservation program benefits

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right
for You?

Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and unforeseen
events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The Farm
Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers
another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP provides financial
assistance to producers of non-insured crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower
yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting.

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commaodities for which crop insurance is not available
are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber,
livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be commodities such as value loss crops
like Christmas trees and ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, and many others. Contact your
FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and county.

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period,
before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For guidance on
causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office.

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,”
and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These
must be filed by the application closing date. Closing dates vary by crop, so it is important to contact
your local FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss an application closing date.

At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic Provisions, which
describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to maintain NAP coverage.
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NAP participants must provide accurate annual reports of their production in non-loss years to
ensure their NAP coverage is beneficial to their individual operation.

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop
or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with
farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of
coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity depending on the
maximum payment limitation that may apply to the NAP covered producer. The service fee can be
waived for beginning, qualifying veteran, and limited resource farmers and rancher., These farmers
and ranchers can also receive a 50 percent reduction in the premium.

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with NAP, we
recommend you contact your local USDA service center.

USDA to Open Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program
and CRP Grasslands in Early 2021

USDA today announced the 2021 signup periods for general Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
and CRP Grasslands offers. General signup for CRP will be open from January 4, 2021 to February
12, 2012; signup for CRP Grasslands runs from March 15, 2021 to April 23, 2021. Both programs
are competitive and provide annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes.

CRP and the many focused programs that come under it, like CRP Grasslands, are some of the
most critical tools to help producers better manage their operations while conserving natural
resources. CRP has proven to protect the Nation’s valuable resources. Next year’s signup gives
farmers and ranchers an opportunity to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their participation
for another term.

Producers may apply by contacting their FSA office.

Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in
program benefits.

The following are FSA signature guidelines:

¢ A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe
e For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be
liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc.

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form
or be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example -
John W. Smith is on the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or
Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.
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FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable
program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful
transmission and receipt of FAXED information.

Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:

Promissory note

Assignment of payment

Joint payment authorization

Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either
has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the
county office.

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint
ventures, corporations or other similar entities. Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on
behalf of the other in order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all
members unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of
each other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority
is provided to the county office. Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations, estates, and trusts must consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name,
individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of entity.

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators

Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit

Producers can apply for a streamlined version of USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for
smaller scale farms and urban producers EZ Guarantee Loans use a simplified application process
to help beginning, small, underserved, and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to
$100,000 from USDA-approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help
with agricultural operation costs.

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.



USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants and beginning farmers and ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. Microloans focus on the financing needs of small,
beginning farmer, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Individuals and all entity members must have operated a
farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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