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Are you a military veteran interested in farming? USDA offers
resources to help you:

e Fund Your Operation: USDA’s Farm Service Agency
offers a variety of funding opportunities to help agricultural
producers finance their businesses. Certain funds are
targeted for veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers.

e Conserve Natural Resources: USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service offers conservation programs and
expert one-on-one technical assistance to strengthen
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conservation practices.
e Manage Risks: USDA is here to help you prepare for and
recover from the unexpected. Veterans who are beginning
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Executive Officer: farmers may be eligible for reduced premiums, application
Robert W. Finch fee waivers, increased insurance coverage, and other
Phone: 859-224-7696 incentives for multiple USDA programs that support risk

management.

Administrative Officer:
Clark Sturgeon USDA wants to ensure that veterans transitioning to agriculture

Phone: 859-224-7622 have the resources needed to succeed. While USDA offices are
currently closed to visitors because of the pandemic, Service
Farm Program Chief: Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone,
Jennifer Farmer email, and other digital tools. To conduct business, please contact
Phone: 859-224-7614 your local USDA Service Center. Additionally, more information
related to USDA'’s response and relief for producers can be found
. at farmers.gov/coronavirus. If you’re a new farmer, you can also
Farm Loan Chief: reach out to the Kentucky Beginning Farmer and Rancher
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Phone: 859-224-7440 Coordinator, Angella Watson (859-224-7685).
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USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing
Inclement Weather

Most of the nation is facing unusually cold weather, as a winter storm moved coast-to-coast over the
weekend. Winter storms create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for
agricultural producers, especially for those raising livestock, row crops and vulnerable crops like
citrus.

Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several
programs to help with recovery.

Risk ManagementFor producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop
damage to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure
to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called
Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which
should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster AssistanceUSDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important
to livestock, fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk
management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock,
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poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event- like these
winter storms — or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant
tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop
insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses
within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program
application within 90 days.

Documentationlt’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this
devastating cold weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock
numbers by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

Purchase records

Production records
Vaccination records

Bank or other loan documents
Third-party certification

Other ProgramsThe Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration
Program can assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to
restore damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by
disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs. You can use
these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed,
or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources
through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term
support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also
be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional ResourcesAdditional details — including payment calculations — can be found on
our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery
Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine
program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice
of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center.
All_USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or
require appointments because of the pandemic.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers
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The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue an
agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers Manage Risks

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) helps you
manage risk through coverage for both crop losses and crop planting that was prevented due to
natural disasters. The eligible or “noninsured” crops include agricultural commodities not covered by
federal crop insurance.

You must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the eligible crop in the crop
year in which the loss incurred fo receive program benefits following a qualifying natural disaster.

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent
increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Buy-up levels of NAP coverage are
available if the producer can show at least one year of previously successfully growing the crop for
which coverage is being requested.

Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up”
option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of
between 50 and 65 percent of expected production.

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that
exceed 50 percent of expected production.

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing.

NAP Service Fees
For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans
Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if
the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria.



Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a
waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.”

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, please contact your local USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or
used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses,
new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products,
and underserved producers.

For more information, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

Heirs’ Property Landowners
USDA recently launched a new website for producers to find information on heirs’ property.

Heirs’ property is family owned land that is jointly owned by descendants of a deceased person
whose estate did not clear probate. The descendants, or heirs, have the right to use the property,
but they do not have a clear or marketable title to the property since the estate issues remain
unresolved.

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized alternative documentation for heirs’ property operators to establish a
farm number. A farm number is required to be eligible for many different USDA programs, including
lending, disaster relief programs, and participation in county committees.

For more information visit farmers.gov/manage/HeirsPropertyLandowners.



http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnap%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1c6a3a9e167d406728d508d8e95ee527%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637515941097553568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=5tlqT6NvHxuYuahUwxVyCOfZAZlvDj2AKGr3qnIA7fY%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fpricesupport%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1c6a3a9e167d406728d508d8e95ee527%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637515941097553568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=JCHniKWwBv2nFWPeqntZGE%2BZvc%2FHjN7L3S3YbL1uj7w%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/manage/HeirsPropertyLandowners?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Additional USDA Programs and Services
USDA offers a variety of farm loan, risk management, disaster assistance, and conservation
programs to support farmers, including heirs’ property landowners once they have a farm number.

USDA also has several special provisions and resources for heirs’ property landowners, including:

e Targeted funding through farm loans
e Crop insurance benefits
e Conservation program benefits

March 2021 Selected Interest Rates

Farm Loan Programs
90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating Loans - Direct 1.375%

Farm Ownership Loans - Direct 2.750%
Limited Resource Loans 5.000%

Farm Ownership Loans - Direct FO [1.500%
Down Payment

Emergency Loans 2.375%

Farm Programs
Farm Storage Facility Loans

3 Year 0.250%
5 Year 0.500%
7 Year 0.875%
10Year 1.125%
12Year 1.375%
15Year 1.500%
Commodity Loans 1.125%
CCC Borrowing Rate 0.125%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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