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USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food
Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers

~Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) plans to provide up to $200
million in assistance for specialty crop producers who incur
eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or
renew a food safety certification in calendar years 2022 or 2023.
USDA'’s new Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops
(FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty crop
producers to comply with regulatory requirements and market-
driven food safety certification requirements, which is part of USDA’s broader effort to
transform the food system to create a more level playing field for small and medium producers
and a more balanced, equitable economy for everyone working in food and agriculture.

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 food
safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the COVID-19


https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/food-safety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from Hollis, N.H.,
where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA'’s efforts to help reduce
costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding to cut
regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire and across
the nation.

Program Details

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification in
calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty
crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as a portion of their
related expenses.

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition
of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses related to the
2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:

e Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
e Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.

e Food safety certification.

e Certification upload fees.

e Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.

e Training.

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and veteran
farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be found at
farmers.gov/food-safety.

Applying for Assistance

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and the
application period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments at the
time of application approval for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023. If
calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be prorated.

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with
other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center
nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means.

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility
information and forms needed to apply.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs
of Organic, Transitioning Producers
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Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and
handlers who are transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP)
and Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers
cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related expenses. Applications for
OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.

OTECP covers:

e Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).

e Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification
inspections and development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).

e Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).
e Soil testing (75% up to $100).
Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops,
livestock, processing/handling and State organic program fees.

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and
OCCSP cover costs incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022. Producers have
until October 31, 2022, to file applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are
received.

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local
USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and
handlers will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible
expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating
State agencies.

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.

2022 Avian Influenza in the United States - What
you need to know!

To date, USDA’s National Veterinary Services Laboratories has

confirmed the presence of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza

(HPAI) in commercial and backyard flocks in several states ,‘ ‘ 4
including Kentucky. Avian influenza viruses are classified as

either “low pathogenic (LPAI)” or “highly pathogenic (HPAI)”

based on their genetic features and the severity of the disease

they cause in poultry. Caused by an influenza type A virus, HPAI can infect poultry (such as

chickens, turkeys, pheasants, quail, domestic ducks, geese, and guinea fowl) and wild birds
(especially waterfowl).

The clinical signs of birds affected with all forms of Avian Influenza may show one or more of
the following:
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e Sudden death without clinical signs

e Decreased water consumption up to 72 hours before other clinical signs
e Lack of energy and appetite

e Decreased egg production

e Soft-shelled or misshapen eggs

e Swelling of the head, eyelids, comb, wattles, and hocks
e Purple discoloration of the wattles, combs, and legs

e Nasal discharge

e Coughing, sneezing

e Lack of coordination

e Diarrhea

In addition to the disease infecting domestic birds, it is important to know that wild birds can
also be infected and show no signs of iliness. They can carry the disease to new areas when
migrating, potentially exposing domestic poultry to the virus. The APHIS’ wild bird surveillance
program provides an early warning system for the introduction and distribution of avian
influenza viruses of concern in the United States, allowing APHIS and the poultry industry to
take timely and rapid action.

With the recent detections of avian influenza in wild birds and domestic poultry in the United
States, bird owners should review their biosecurity practices and stay vigilant to protect poultry
and pet birds from transmission of this disease. The following bio-safety guidelines are
effective methods for safeguarding commercial operations and smaller flocks:

e Backyard flock owners should practice strict biosecurity, including preventing birds
from exposure and/or co-mingling with wild birds and other types of poultry.

e Shower, change clothes, and clean and disinfect footwear before entering your poultry
housing areas.

e Respiratory protection such as a medical facemask would also be important and
remember to always wear clean clothes when encountering healthy domestic birds.

e Carefully follow safe entry and exit procedures into your flock’s clean area.

e Reduce the attractiveness for wild birds to stop at your place by cleaning up litter and
spilled feed around poultry housing areas.

o If you have free range guinea fowl and waterfowl, consider bringing them into coops or
flight pens under nets to prevent interaction of domesticated poultry with wild birds and
their droppings.

e ltis best to restrict visitors from interacting with your birds currently.
e Do not touch sick or dead wildlife and keep them away from domestic poultry

e Try not to handle sick or deceased domestic birds (if you must, use proper personal
protective equipment to minimize direct contact and cautiously disinfect anything that
comes into contact with the deceased and or sick bird).


https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/defend-the-flock-ai-wild-birds?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/defend-the-flock-ai-wild-birds?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

As part of the existing USDA Avian Influenza response plans, Federal and State partners as
well as industry are responding quickly and decisively to these outbreaks by following these
five basic steps:

¢ Quarantine — restricting movement of poultry and poultry-moving equipment into and
out of the control area;

e Eradicate — depopulate the affected flock(s);

e Monitor region — testing wild and domestic birds in a broad area around the
quarantine area;

o Disinfect — kills the virus in the affected flock locations; and
e Test — confirming that the poultry farm is Al virus-free.

Sick or deceased domestic birds should be reported to your local veterinarian. Positive
domestic cases are handled by APHIS and its partners. States that have confirmed cases of
Avian Influenza should work closely with USDA-APHIS on surveillance, reporting and control
efforts. Disposal methods will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis depending on a variety
of factors, including the size of the flock, space requirements, associated costs, local
conditions, and applicable laws/regulations.

The United States has the strongest Avian Influenza surveillance program in the world, where
we actively look for the disease and provide fair market value compensation to affected
producers to encourage reporting.

If you do not raise domestic birds or have a poultry operation but you encounter sick or dead
wild birds, please use bio-safety measures, and report your findings through USDA’s toll-free
number at 1-866-536-7593.

According to the Centers for Disease Control, this strain of Avian Influenza is a low risk to the
public. While the transmission rate from animals to humans is low, it is a zoonotic disease,
meaning it can be shared between species. To learn more about Avian Influenza and to
remain up to date on the latest related news and information, you can visit the USDA APHIS

webpage.

Biden-Harris Administration Makes $500 Million
Available to Increase Innovative American-Made
Fertilizer Production

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that the
Biden-Harris Administration is making $500 million in grants available to increase American-
made fertilizer production to spur competition and combat price hikes on U.S. farmers caused
by the war in Ukraine.

The Biden-Harris Administration’s Fertilizer Production Expansion Program is part of a whole-
of-government effort to promote competition in agricultural markets. The funds are being
made available through the Commodity Credit Corporation.

Eligible entities are for-profit businesses and corporations, nonprofit entities, Tribes and Tribal
organizations, producer-owned cooperatives and corporations, certified benefit corporations,
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and state or local governments. Private entities must be independently owned and operated to
apply.

The Department will begin accepting applications in the coming days via www.grants.gov.
Notably, there will be two opportunities for submission. Learn more.

USDA Opens People’s Garden Initiative to Gardens
Nationwide

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is expanding its
People’s Garden Initiative to include eligible gardens
nationwide. School gardens, community gardens, urban farms,
and small-scale agriculture projects in rural, suburban and urban
areas can be recognized as a “People’s Garden” if they register
on the USDA website and meet criteria including benefitting the
community, working collaboratively, incorporating conservation
practices and educating the public. Affiliate People’s Garden
locations will be indicated on a map on the USDA website, featured in USDA communications,
and provided with a People’s Garden sign.

About the Gardens

USDA originally launched the People’s Garden Initiative in 2009. It's named for the “People’s
Department,” former President Abraham Lincoln’s nickname for USDA, which was established
during his presidency in 1862.

People’s Gardens grow fresh, healthy food and support resilient, local food systems; teach
people how to garden using conservation practices; nurture habitat for pollinators and wildlife
and create greenspace for neighbors.

How to Register

To learn more about People’s Garden or to register one, visit the People’s Garden webpage at
usda.gov/Peoples-Garden. The location and information on each garden will be displayed on
a map. USDA will send a “People’s Garden” sign to each garden and invite continued
engagement through photos and information sharing. Gardens on federal property, such as
USDA offices, are required to donate produce. We invite these gardens to report how much is
being donated.

To be eligible, gardens:

o Benefit the community by providing food, green space, wildlife habitat, education
space.

e Are a collaborative effort. This can include groups working together with USDA
agencies, food banks, after school programs, Girl Scouts, Master Gardeners,
conservation districts, etc.

¢ Incorporate conservation management practices, such as using native plant
species, rain barrels, integrated pest management, xeriscaping.

e Educate the public about sustainable gardening practices and the importance of
local, diverse, and resilient food systems providing healthy food for the community.
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New gardens will join the People’s Garden at USDA headquarters in Washington, D.C. and 17
other flagship gardens established earlier this year.

More Information

The People’s Garden Initiative is part of USDA’s broader efforts to advance equity, support
local and regional food systems and access to food, and encourage use of conservation and
climate-smart practices.

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your
Farm Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation provisions
of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural commodities
(crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on
land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history prior to December
23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that
ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system
on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This
includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and
conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation
programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual
tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and
Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into
production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect
wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the
wetland conservation provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your
local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly
erodible land and wetland conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm
Ownership Loans
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The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations,
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA
lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or
the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without
an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the
repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business
operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the
application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the
business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about farm loans, contact your local USDA Service Center for
assistance or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to
Benefit Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers

e !'i ..t Free basic coverage available for new and underserved loan
F P "_ applicants

| Producers who apply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm
' loans will be offered the opportunity to enroll in the
i Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP
i is available to producers who grow noninsurable crops and is
espemally |mportant to frult, vegetable, and other specialty crop growers.

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could
qualify for basic loss coverage at no cost.

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that
exceed 50 percent of production. Covered “specialty” crops include vegetables, fruits,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup,
hay, forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income
producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date
when they also apply for FSA credit.

Producers can also protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at
their fair market value in those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or
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discounted coverage include American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African
Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women.

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and
microloans that have a streamlined application process.

NAP coverage is not limited to FSA borrowers, beginning, limited resource, or underserved
farmers. Any producer who grows eligible NAP crops can purchase coverage. To learn more,
contact your local USDA Service Center for assistance or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap or
fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

Farm Safety

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like 5
quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes less than five seconds for [
a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also m :
presents a real danger. Augers, power take offs, and other - -

moving parts can grab people or clothing. e

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults;
not to mention children. It is always advisable to keep children at a safe distance from
operating farm equipment. Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm
machinery. Ensure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged.

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first.

e See our 2022 Kentucky Guaranteed Lender Newsletter
e See our 2022 KY FSA Customer Calendar

October 2022 Selected Interest Rates

Farm Loan Programs

90-Day Treasury Bill 2.625%
Fe.xrm Operating Loans - 3.875%
Direct

Fe.xrm Ownership Loans - 4.125%
Direct

Limited Resource Loans 5.000%
Farm Ownership Loans - o
Direct FO Down Payment 1.500%
Emergency Loans 3.750%

Farm Programs
Farm Storage Facility Loans
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FState-Offices%2FKentucky%2Fnewsletters%2F2021%2FFSA-KY_GuaranteeNewsltr-121621_email.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7eee6f460e994470a4b908dab032a314%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638016028784061197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=05sF5LClXSNAol2hd2D%2FC2z%2FUo3qEZ9HBzkhowGzuZc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FState-Offices%2FKentucky%2Fresources%2FFSA-KY_CustomerCalendar_1121-cofjcs.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7eee6f460e994470a4b908dab032a314%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638016028784061197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FiHFPAdp8gUF%2Foaz6F%2F9G%2Fvq%2FrtxNWfFpGbmk3h2UhY%3D&reserved=0

3 Year 3.625%
5 Year 3.375%
7 Year 3.375%
10 Year 3.125%
12 Year 3.375%
Commodity Loans 4.625%
CCC Borrowing Rate 3.625%

Kentucky State FSA Office

771 Corporate Dr., Ste 205
Lexington, KY 40503
Phone: 859-224-7601

Visit State Webpage

State Committee

John McCauley

(Committee Chair) Lexington

Carrie Divine Morganfield

Pat Henderson Irvington

James Kay, Sr. Versailles

Roger Thomas Smiths Grove

State Executive Director
Dean Schamore
859-224-7687
Dean Schamore

Administrative Officer Farm Program Chief Farm Loan Chief
Clark Sturgeon Jennifer Farmer Mike Hoyt
859-224-7622 859-224-7614 859-224-7440

clark.sturgeon@usda.gov jennifer.farmer@usda.gov mike.hoyt@usda.gov
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of

discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642

(Relay voice users).
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