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2023 Farm Service Agency County Committee
Elections Underway

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) began
mailing ballots on Nov. 6th for the Farm Service Agency
(FSA) county and urban county committee elections to Lol
all eligible agricultural producers and private landowners ; CTION
across the country. Elections are occurring in certain
Local Administrative Areas for these committee
members who make important decisions about how
Federal farm programs are administered

locally. Producers and landowners must return ballots to their local FSA county office or have
their ballots postmarked by Dec. 4, 2023, for those ballots to be counted.

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program to be eligible to vote in the county
committee election. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about
their farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program
benefits. Additionally, producers who are not of legal voting age, but supervise and conduct
farming operations for an entire farm, are eligible to vote in these elections.
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Each committee has from three to 11 elected members who serve three-year terms, and at
least one seat representing a Local Administrative Area is up for election each year.

Ballots must be postmarked or delivered in person by close of business Dec. 4, 2023, to be
counted. Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2024. Producers can find
out if their Local Administrative Area is up for election and if they are eligible to vote by
contacting their local FSA county office. Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot in the mail
can request one from their local FSA county office.

Urban County Committees

Urban county committees have or will be established in 27 cities to strengthen administration
of FSA programs in urban areas. Urban committee members are nominated and elected to
serve by local urban producers in the same jurisdiction. Committee members will provide
outreach to ensure urban producers understand USDA programs, serve as the voice of other
urban producers and assist in program implementation that support the needs of the growing
urban community.

A list of the 27 cities with urban county committees can be found at fsa.usda.gov/elections.
While most of the urban locations will be holding elections this year, some will follow a unique
election schedule that will be announced in the future. Urban producers in these areas can
contact their local FSA office now to register as an eligible voter and learn more.

Visit fsa.usda.gov/elections for more information on county committee elections.

Application Period Is Now Open for a New
Financial Assistance Program

The application period is now open for a new financial assistance program under Section
22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), for farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who
experienced discrimination in USDA farm lending programs prior to January 2021. The
application process will close on January 13, 2024. Borrowers will have the option to apply for
assistance online via 22007apply.gov or through a paper-based form.

Details about the program, including an application and e-filing portal, are available at
22007apply.gov. The website includes an English and Spanish language application that
applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal, information on how to obtain technical
assistance in-person or virtually, and additional resources and details about the program.
Applicants can also call the free call center at 1-800-721-0970 or visit one of several dozen
brick-and-mortar offices the program has set up around the country. Locations are provided
on the program website and vendors will update the local events schedule with more
information as it becomes available. It is important to note that filing an application is FREE
and does not require a lawyer.

If you want to get weekly updates on the program’s events and progress, you can go to
https://22007apply.gov, and subscribe to a weekly newsletter.
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USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to
Commodity and Specialty Crop Producers
Impacted by 2022 Natural Disasters

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide more than $3 billion to commodity
and specialty crop producers impacted by natural disaster events in 2022. Eligible impacted
producers can apply for financial assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP)
2022. The program will help offset the financial impacts of crop yield and value losses from
qualifying disasters occurring in 2022.

Background

On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance
for agricultural producers impacted by eligible natural disasters that occurred in calendar year
2022.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar year
2022 natural disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat,
tornadoes, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive
moisture, qualifying drought and related conditions.

ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track
process. FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This two-
track approach enables USDA to:

e Streamline the application process.
¢ Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.

e Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well
served by past emergency relief efforts.

e Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to mitigate
the impacts of future severe weather events.

It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022
assistance under one or both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies for
both tracks, the Track 2 payment calculation will take into account any payments received
through Track 1.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop
producers who received indemnities through these risk management programs.

Although FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who
have crop insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for
losses resulting from 2022 natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application
before requesting ERP 2022 assistance. Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for ERP
2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled application or not. Receipt of a pre-
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filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP 2022 Track 1
payment.

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who
received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500
producers who obtained NAP coverage for the 2022 crop year.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who
suffered an eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events
when compared with revenue in a benchmark year using revenue information that is readily
available from most tax records. In cases where revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal
year’s revenue, Track 2 provides an alternative method for establishing revenue. Likewise,
Track 2 affords producers of crops that are used within an operation and do not generate
revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue for the purpose of
applying for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit tax records to FSA
unless requested by the County Committee if required for an FSA compliance spot check.

Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the following
documents useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2022
and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible
losses were not covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small
(shallow loss) to be covered by crop insurance.

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA county
office. Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief website.

Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA
within 60 days of the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct. 31,
2023. The application deadline has not yet been determined and will be announced at a later
date. If not already on file, producers can update, complete and submit required forms to FSA
at any time.

Required forms:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for
Certain Programs (if applicable).
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e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran
Farmer or Rancher Cettification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.

e A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC)
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable
affiliates.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the
status of their forms can contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP
coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as
determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level or
higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information
ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on the

emergency relief website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through your
local FSA county office.

USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program Pays More
Than $1.77 Billion to America’s Producers in
Support of Conservation and Climate-Smart
Agriculture

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has issued more than
$1.77 billion this year to agricultural producers and landowners
through its Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a critical piece
of the Department’s efforts to support climate-smart agriculture and
B~ forestry on working lands. This year, CRP’s more than 667,000
Ry L participants received payments from USDA’s Farm Service Agency
1 (FSA) for their voluntary conservation efforts on more than 23
million acres of private land. Since 2021, CRP has grown by 21% in
terms of acres enrolled, testament to the Biden-Harris administration’s program improvement
efforts.

Improvements to CRP
Since 2021, FSA has made improvements to the program:
e Introducing a new climate-smart practice incentive for CRP general and

continuous signups designed to reward participants who implement conservation
practices that increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
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e Enabling additional soil rental rate adjustments or rate flexibilities, including a
possible increase in rates where appropriate.

¢ Increasing payments for practice incentives from 20% to 50%. This incentive, in
addition to cost share payments, for continuous CRP practices is based on
establishment cost.

e Increasing payments for water quality practices rates from 10% to 20% for certain
water quality benefiting practices available through the CRP continuous signup, such
as grassed waterways, riparian buffers and filter strips.

o Establishing a Grassland CRP minimum rental rate benefitting more than 1,000
counties with rates currently below the $13 minimum.

Additionally, FSA made significant improvements to the Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP) that reduce barriers by making the partnership program more accessible to
a broader cross-section of agricultural producers and new conservation partners. These
program improvements include the flexibility for partners to provide matching funds in the form
of cash, in-kind contributions, or technical assistance and the ability for FSA to invest in
additional, full-time staff devoted to working directly with our CREP partners and program
specialists in FSA’s state offices.

Since 2021, FSA has also entered into the first-ever Tribal Nations CREP agreements in
partnership with the Cheyenne River, Rosebud, and Oglala Sioux Tribes. And in 2022,

USDA entered into the Big Sioux River Watershed CREP agreement with the South Dakota
Department of Game, Fish & Parks to assist farmers, ranchers and agricultural landowners to
improve water quality, reduce soil erosion, enhance wildlife habitat, and create public hunting
and fishing access. These CREP agreements reflect priorities and goals of USDA to broaden
the scope and reach of its voluntary, incentive-based conservation programs to engage
underserved producers.

FSA’s conservation programs had a strong showing in 2023. FSA partnered with producers
and landowners to enroll 3.9 million CRP this year —including 927,000 enrolled acres through
General CRP, 2.3 million acres enrolled in Grassland CRP and 694,000 acres enrolled in
Continuous CRP. These results underscore the continued importance of CRP as a tool to help
producers invest in the long-term health, sustainability, and profitability of their land and
natural resources.

More Information

CRP is a voluntary program contract with agricultural producers through which
environmentally sensitive agricultural land is devoted to conservation benefits. CRP
participants establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved
grasses or trees to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. In
return, FSA provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract
duration is between 10 and 15 years.

To learn more about CRP and other FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA
Service Center.

Urban and Innovative Producers, Public Invited to
Attend November Meeting of Federal Advisory
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Committee for Urban Agriculture and Innovative
Production

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages urban producers, innovative
producers and other stakeholders to submit comments for and virtually attend the upcoming
public meeting of the Federal Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and Innovative
Production (Committee) on Nov. 29, 2023.

The Committee is part of USDA'’s efforts to support urban and innovative agriculture, creating
a network for feedback. Members include agricultural producers and representatives from
higher education or extension programs, non-profits, business and economic development,
supply chains and financing. The committee last met in August 2023.

About the Meeting

Topics for the upcoming meeting will include addressing public comments and discussing the
following recommended topics:

e Federal crop insurance for innovative producers

¢ Research, extension and education in innovative production
e Access to technical assistance

e Urban soil health and safety

e Scholarship and education support

The Committee will deliberate and vote on proposed recommendations and address public
comments during the meeting. USDA will share the agenda between 24 to 48 hours prior to
the meeting on the Committee’s webpage.

The virtual meeting will run from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Eastern on Nov. 29, 2023. To attend
virtually, register by Nov. 29, 2023, on the Committee’s webpage. To submit comments, send
by 11:59 p.m. ET on Dec. 13, 2023, through the Federal eRulemaking Portal. Docket NRCS-
2023-0019.

For special accommodations, contact Markus Holliday at
UrbanAagricultureFederalAdvisoryCommittee@usda.gov.

Additional details are available in the Federal Reqister notice.

USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to Enhance
Equity and Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to help farmers and
ranchers better navigate the farm loan application process. This uniform application process
will help to ensure all farm loan applicants receive equal support and have a consistent
customer experience with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) regardless of their individual
circumstances.
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USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among
underserved customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application
process. The Loan Assistance Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-by-
step guide that supplements the support they receive when working in person with a USDA
employee, providing materials that may help an applicant prepare their loan application in one
tool.

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-
tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the prompts to complete
the Eligibility Self-Assessment and start the farm loan journey. The tool is built to run on any
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will be
available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and tools that
are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:

e A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13
pages.

e Aninteractive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such
as tax returns.

An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling,
mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase
Farmland and Improve Property

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking
for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.
Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer,
tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can
be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

Farm Loans and Farm Program Interest Rates


http://www.farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fmicroloans%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cjeremy.stevenson%40usda.gov%7Cbc4c52e536324b74a2c908dbe46a7224%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638354918192011623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z6YV7O1cDE0MfEQGMmCeXDvqHb2f3nJvkb%2F6TxKX%2FSQ%3D&reserved=0

Selected Interest Rates for November 2023

Farm
~ Programs

90-Day Treasury Bill 5.500% Farm Storage Facility Loans 3Year 4.875%
Farm Operating Loans - Direct 5.375% 5Year 4.750%

7Year 4.750%
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct 5.500%

10 Year 4.750%
Limited Resource Loans 5.000%

12 Year 4.750%
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct

FO Down Payment 1.500%

Commodity Loans 6.500%

Emergency Loans 3.750% CCC Borrowing Rate 5.500%

e See our 2023 Kentucky Guaranteed Lender Newsletter

e See our USDA Farm Service Agency Annual Program and Policy Reminders - March
2023.

Kentucky FSA State Office

771 Corporate Dr., Ste 205
Lexington, KY 40503
Phone: 859-224-7601

Visit State Webpage

State Committee

John McCauley

(Committee Chair) Lexington

Carrie Divine Morganfield
Pat Henderson Irvington
James Kay, Sr. Versailles
Roger Thomas Smiths Grove



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FState-Offices%2FKentucky%2Fnewsletters%2F2023%2FFSA-KY_GuaranteeNewsltr-WEB-1222.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cjeremy.stevenson%40usda.gov%7Cbc4c52e536324b74a2c908dbe46a7224%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638354918192011623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j5mWO8%2BaQad9CaILdM7IfU6WJjo29Zc8wG30S2R%2BK8c%3D&reserved=0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/350926e#link_5
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/350926e#link_5
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FKentucky%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cjeremy.stevenson%40usda.gov%7Cbc4c52e536324b74a2c908dbe46a7224%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638354918192011623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E4sQkfAlx1x3%2Ba7VoA0n47OTrMIvCiU4gx%2BKiaZ4uYQ%3D&reserved=0

State Executive Director
Dean Schamore
859-224-7601

Dean.Schamore@usda.gov

Administrative Officer Farm Program Chief Farm Loan Chief
Clark Sturgeon Jennifer Farmer Warren Whitaker
859-224-7622 859-224-7614 859-224-7443

clark.sturgeon@usda.gov jennifer.farmer@usda.gov warren.whitaker@usda.gov

Contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642

(Relay voice users).
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