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the current commodity prices have caused
increased focus on the development of a financial
plan for the 2016 crop. Everywhere farmers or Ag
interests meet, the primary subject concerns the
current and future economics of crop production.
However, there is a bright spot, many programs
. provided by FSA are designed to assist producers
I\N/I(Z)éttiita'te Committee during times of economic difficulty and/or poor
To be dge.termined yields. Since October 1, ARCPLC and the
Livestock Forage Disaster Program provided over
$77 million and over $6 million respectively to
support Louisiana producers. ARCPLC and crop
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Please contact your local

FSA _?ffice for questiops insurance are intended to work together to provide
spect !C;O your operation safety net for producers through these difficult
or parisn. times. In addition, other FSA programs, such as

the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) and the Direct Microloan Program are
intended to provide risk mitigation to capital
investment to producers with special emphasis
being placed on New and Beginning Farmers
along with producers who are members of a
historically Socially Disadvantaged

group. Producers interested in knowing more
about the farm programs or loan programs that are
available through FSA should contact their local
Farm Service Agency Office.
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FSA Issues Fiscal Year 2015 Impacts Report

2015 marks the 20th anniversary of USDA'’s Farm Service Agency, but FSA’s roots date back
nearly 80 years, to the days of the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl, when the rural economy
was in crisis and America’s farmers and ranchers needed assistance. At that time, Congress
empowered USDA to provide a strong safety-net for farm families, helping them navigate the
unpredictability of natural disasters and volatile market conditions.

Today, technological advancements in equipment, crop and veterinary sciences, soil and water
conservation, and pest and nutrient management, all have resulted in agriculture becoming stronger
than we've ever known - - certainly far stronger than the days of our grandparents and great-
grandparents. But the unpredictability of weather and markets remain. That means the FSA mission
is as important as it's ever been to ensure the domestic agriculture sector continues to deliver an
abundant, safe, and affordable food and fiber supply for the American people.

The ESA Impacts Report shows selected highlights for fiscal year 2015. This report highlights the
achievements of FSA and will ensure that the path forward continues to demonstrate our
commitment to rural America.

USDA Sees Strong Demand for Conservation Reserve
Program

Deadline to Submit Offers for Competitive Enrollment is Feb. 26

USDA reminds farmers and ranchers that the competitive sign-up deadline for its most popular
voluntary conservation program, the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), is Feb. 26, 2016. This
will be one of the most competitive general sign-up periods in history, in part due to a statutory limit
on the number of acres that can be enrolled in the program. The most competitive applications will
be those that combine multiple conservation benefits, such as water quality and wildlife habitat.

For the past thirty years, CRP has provided financial incentives to farmers and ranchers to remove
environmentally sensitive agricultural land from production to be planted with certain grasses,
shrubs and trees that improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and increase wildlife habitat. Since
1985, CRP has sequestered an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to
taking 9 million cars off the road; prevented 9 billion tons of soil from erosion, enough to fill 600
million dump trucks; and reduced nitrogen and phosphorous runoff by 95 and 85 percent,
respectively. CRP also protects more than 170,000 stream miles with forests and grasses, enough
to go around the world seven times. The program has allowed for the restoration of 2.7 million acres
of wetland.

As of January 2016, 23.6 million acres were enrolled in CRP, with contracts for more than 1.6
million acres set to expire this fall. The statutory cap on acres that can be enrolled is 24 million
acres. Submissions will be ranked according to environmental benefits in comparison to all other
offers nationwide. USDA will announce accepted offers after the enrollment period ends and offers
are reviewed. For an interactive tour of CRP success stories from across the U.S., visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30, or follow on Twitter at #CRPis30.

For an interactive look at USDA's work in conservation and forestry over the course of this
Administration, visit http://medium.com/usda-results.
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Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program

FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are
unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA)
program.

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended
to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the
portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale. Borrowers must have
at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for
the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the
disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine
eligibility.

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on
or before the final due date of the loan.

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office.
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USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase
Farmland and Improve Property

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to
Land

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin offering farm ownership microloans, creating
a new financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans will be
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in
farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program, which recently celebrated its third anniversary, has been hugely successful,
providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers across the
country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer,
tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to
new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to
utilize, especially as new and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to
get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or
contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please

visit http://offices.usda.gov.

ASKFSA

Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions? Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA
questions no matter where you are or what device you use. Itis for ALL customers, including
underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation
programs.

Through AskFSA you can:

Access our knowledge base 24/7

Receive answers to your questions faster

Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert

Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated
Customize your account settings and view responses at any time

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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