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Message from Craig A. 
McCain, FSA State Executive 
Director 
Author Robert H. Schiller said “Tough times don't 
last, tough people do." Certainly those involved in 
agriculture can personally identify with these 
words. Like the generations which have gone 
before you; you continue to persevere, through 
drought, wind, hail, floods and numerous other 
natural disasters. Through difficult markets and 
increased competition, through each challenge 
you not only survive, but increase productivity 
and efficiency.  Since the Great Depression, the 
Farm Service Agency and its predecessors have 
worked to serve you by providing market 
stabilization, conservation assistance, risk 
mitigation tools and capital investment. Our staff, 
like you, has faced many challenges, but we 
continue to work each day to provide the 
assistance and tools which you depend on. 

Thank you for what you do each day and for 
allowing FSA to serve you. 
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USDA Offers Flood Impacted Louisiana Farmers and 
Ranchers Immediate Disaster Assistance 
Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist Agricultural Producers Slammed by Recent Heavy 
Rains  

Louisiana Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the State of federal 
farm program benefits that may be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy 
rains and flooding. 

FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in 
their recovery efforts following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters. Available programs and 
loans include:  

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting 
occur due to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must 
have purchased NAP coverage for 2015 crops. 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock 
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may 
include those determined by FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, floods, blizzards, 
wildfires, tropical storms, tornadoes, lightening, extreme heat, and extreme cold. Producers 
will be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible 
adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 
calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, 
adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster 
programs. ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was 
purchased or mechanically harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the 
producer's eligible livestock. In order to be considered eligible, harvested forage must be 
baled; forage that is only cut, raked or windrowed is not eligible. Producers must submit a 
notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is 
apparent.  For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in 
instances where the hive has been destroyed by a natural disaster including flooding, high 
winds and tornadoes.  

• Emergency Loan Program – Available to producers with agriculture operations located in 
a county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low 
interest loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and 
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.  

• HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and 
ranchers to share 'Need Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another 
feature to post advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads announcing the availability 
of grazing land or ads requesting a need for land to graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting 
and failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on Form FSA-
576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by 
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  
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For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ or contact 
your local FSA Office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

In addition to USDA, FEMA assistance is also available, please visit 
www.disasterassistance.gov or call 1-800-621-3362 for further information. 

 

USDA Financial Assistance Available to Help Organic 
Farmers Create Conservation Buffers 
USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of establishing up to 20,000 acres of new 
conservation buffers and other practices on and near farms that produce organic crops.   

The financial assistance is available from the USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a 
federally funded voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally 
sensitive land is not farmed or ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits. CRP 
participants establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or 
trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. 
In return, FSA provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract 
duration is between 10 and 15 years.   

For conservation buffers, funds are available for establishing shrubs and trees, or supporting 
pollinating species, and can be planted in blocks or strips. Interested organic producers can offer 
eligible land for enrollment in this initiative at any time.   

Other USDA FSA programs that assist organic farmers include:  

• The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program that provides financial assistance for 55 
to 100 percent of the average market price for organic crop losses between 50 to 65 
percent of expected production due to a natural disaster. 

• Marketing assistance loans that provide interim financing to help producers meet cash flow 
needs without having to sell crops during harvest when market prices are low, and 
deficiency payments to producers who forgo the loan in return for a payment on the eligible 
commodity. 

• A variety of loans for operating expenses, ownership or guarantees with outside lenders, 
including streamlined microloans that have a lower amount of paperwork. 

• Farm Storage Facility Loans that provide low-interest financing to build or upgrade storage 
facilities for organic commodities, including cold storage, grain bins, bulk tanks and drying 
and handling equipment. 

• Services such as mapping farm and field boundaries and reporting organic acreage that 
can be provided to a farm’s organic certifier or crop insurance agent.  

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more about how FSA can help organic farmers. For an 
interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow #CRPis30 on 
Twitter. To learn more about FSA programs visit a local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. To find 
your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  
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Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Ends 
Aug. 1 
REMINDER: Producers who chose coverage from the safety net programs established by the 2014 
Farm Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs, can visit FSA county offices through Aug. 1, 2016, to sign contracts to enroll in coverage 
for 2016.   

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, 
producers must still enroll their farm by signing a contract each year to receive coverage.  

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a 
farm is not enrolled during the 2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should crop prices or farm revenues fall below 
the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.  

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered 
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain 
rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed 
and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these 
programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Final 2015 Crop Loan Availability Date 
March 31, 2016 is the final date to request a 2015 crop commodity loan on wheat, oats and honey. 

 

Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you.  

 

Guaranteed Conservation Loans  
Guaranteed Conservation Loans are available for applicants to install a conservation practice. 
These funds may be used for any conservation activities included in a conservation plan or Forest 
Stewardship Management plan.   

A copy of the conservation plan is required to complete the application. These loans are not limited 
to just family farmers. In some cases, applicants can operate non-eligible enterprises.   

Loan funds are issued by a participating commercial lender and guaranteed up to 80 percent by 
FSA or up to 90 percent for beginning and targeted underserved producers.  
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A Simple Start to Retirement Savings 
Don’t have access to a retirement savings plan? Haven’t found an easy way to start saving? The 
U.S. Department of the Treasury’s myRA can help you get on the path to retirement saving. It costs 
nothing to open an account and there are no fees. Visit myRA.gov today to get started. 

 

ASKFSA 
Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions?  Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.  

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA 
questions no matter where you are or what device you use.  It is for ALL customers, including 
underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation 
programs.  

Through AskFSA you can:  

• Access our knowledge base 24/7  
• Receive answers to your questions faster  
• Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert  
• Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated  
• Customize your account settings and view responses at any time  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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