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Message from Craig A. McCain, 
FSA State Executive Director 
If the old adage April showers bring May flowers is 
true, May will be exceedingly beautiful and in full 
bloom as rainfall has continued throughout the 
month of April and recent storms are again testing 
drainage systems as water levels rise. The 
forecast for early May seems favorable at this 
point and we certainly hope it continues. Even as 
producers strive to manage this difficult Spring 
season, FSA wants to remind you of the need to 
timely file acreage reports and to provide you with 
information on new opportunities as it relates to 
Farm Stored Facility Loans. 

Please contact your local Farm Service Agency 
office for more details on this or other FSA 
programs or loan opportunities. 

 

Double-Cropping 
Each year, state committees will review and 
approve or disapprove county committee 
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  recommended changes or additions to specific 
combinations of crops.   

Double-cropping is approved when the two 
specific crops have the capability to be planted 
and carried to maturity for the intended use, as 
reported by the producer, on the same acreage 
within a crop year under normal growing 
conditions. The specific combination of crops 
recommended by the county committee must be 
approved by the state committee.   

Double cropping is approved in Louisiana on a 
statewide basis. Contact your local FSA Office for 
a list of approved double-cropping combinations. 

A crop following a cover crop terminated 
according to termination guidelines is approved 
double cropping and these combinations do not 
have to be approved by the state committee.  

 

 

USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and 
Handling Equipment 
Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get Products 
to Market Quickly  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase 
portable storage and handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option 
with lower down payments, are designed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized 
producers, grow their businesses and markets.  

The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than 
$50,000 to qualify for a reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three 
years of production history. Farms and ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is 
expected to be of particular benefit to smaller farms and ranches, and specialty crop producers who 
may not have access to commercial storage or on-farm storage after harvest. These producers can 
invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store 
commodities before delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of 
commercial credit availability to apply.  

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage 
Facility Loan. Eligible commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and 
vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, rice, oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, 
chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts, barley, rye, hay, honey, hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat 
and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and renewable biomass. FSFL microloans can also 
be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest, before a commodity is placed in 
cold storage.  

To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a 
local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Report Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced 
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock 
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme 
cold.   

For 2016, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2016, and before Dec. 31, 2016. A notice of 
loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  Participants 
must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 30 
calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested:  

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of growers contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation  

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 2.0% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 5%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” 
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2016 must file both of the following:  

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by Jan. 30, 
2017 

• An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2017.  

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Removes Farm Program Payments to Managers Not 
Actively Engaged in Farming  
USDA finalized a rule to ensure that farm safety-net payments are issued only to active managers 
of farms that operate as joint ventures or general partnerships, consistent with the direction and 
authority provide by Congress in the 2014 Farm Bill. The action, which exempts family farm 
operations, closes a loophole where individuals who were not actively part of farm management still 
received payments.  

Since 1987, the broad definition of “actively engaged” resulted in some general partnerships and 
joint ventures adding managers to the farming operation, qualifying for more payments, that did not 
substantially contribute to management. The rule applies to operations seeking more than one farm 
manager, and requires measureable, documented hours and key management activities each year. 
Some operations of certain sizes and complexity may be allowed up to three qualifying managers 
under limited conditions. The changes apply to payments for 2016 and subsequent crop years for 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs, Loan Deficiency 
Payments (LDP) and Marketing Loan Gains (MLG) realized via the Marketing Assistance Loan 
Program.  

As required by Congress, the new rule does not apply to family farms, or change regulations related 
to contributions of land, capital, equipment, or labor. The changes go into effect for the 2016 crop 
year for most farms. Farms that have already planted fall crops for 2016 have until the 2017 crop 
year to comply. For more details, producers are encouraged to consult their local Farm Service 
Agency office.  

 



 
 
Deadline reminders 

• May 31, 2016 - Final Availability Dates for Marketing Assistance Loans & Loan Deficiency 
Payments for Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum, Lentils, Mustard Seed, Rice, Safflower 
Seed, Chickpeas, Soybeans, Sunflower  

• July 15, 2016 is the deadline to report acreage for all spring-seeded crops 
• Aug 1, 2016 is the deadline to enroll in ARCPLC coverage for 2016 

 
Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you.  

 

Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 

and assistance from a project advisor.  The project supervisor must recommend the youth 
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.   

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 

 

AskFSA 
Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions?  Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.  

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA 
questions no matter where you are or what device you use.  It is for ALL customers, including 
underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation 
programs.   

 



 

Through AskFSA you can:   

• Access our knowledge base 24/7  
• Receive answers to your questions faster  
• Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert  
• Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated  
• Customize your account settings and view responses at any time  

 
Selected Interest Rates for May 2016 

• 90-Day Treasury Bill  -—  .375% 
• Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.375% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.50% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.50% 
• Emergency Loans —  3.375% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) — 1.625% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) — 1.750% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 1.875% 
• Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 2.000% 
• Commodity Loans — 1.625% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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