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Livestock Producers in 19 
Parishes have until Jan. 30, 
2017 to Enroll in the 2016 
Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP) 
Producers in the following parishes are eligible to 
apply for 2016 Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) benefits on native and improved pasture: 

Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, E. Carroll, 
Franklin, Grant, Jackson, LaSalle, Madison, 
Morehouse, Natchitoches, Ouachita, Rapides, 
Richland, Sabine, Tensas, Vernon, W. Carroll and 
Winn.  
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specific to your operation 
or parish. 

USDA Service Centers 
will be closed on 
Monday, Jan. 16 in 
observance of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.'s 
birthday. 

Contact your local FSA 
Office for information on 
the new SMS Texting 
option available to 
Louisiana producers. 

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock 
producers who suffer grazing losses for covered 
livestock due to drought on privately owned or 
cash leased land or fire on federally managed 
land.   

County committees can only accept LFP 
applications after notification is received by the 
National Office of qualifying drought or if a federal 
agency prohibits producers from grazing normal 
permitted livestock on federally managed lands 
due to qualifying fire.   
 
Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-
853 and the required supporting documentation no 
later than Jan. 30, 2017 for 2016 losses.  

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible 
livestock and fire criteria, is available at your local 
FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 

USDA Makes it Easier to Transfer Land to the Next Generation 
of Farmers and Ranchers 
Allows for Transfer of Certain Conservation Reserve Program Land to New Farmers; Provides 
Priority Enrollment in Working Lands Conservation Programs   

As of Jan. 9, 2017, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers an early termination 
opportunity for certain Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts, making it easier to transfer 
property to the next generation of farmers and ranchers, including family members. The land that is 
eligible for the early termination is among the least environmentally sensitive land enrolled in CRP.  

This change to the CRP program is just one of many that USDA has implemented based on 
recommendations from the Land Tenure Advisory Subcommittee formed by Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack in 2015.   

Normally if a landowner terminates a CRP contract early, they are required to repay all previous 
payments plus interest. The new policy waives this repayment if the land is transferred to a 
beginning farmer or rancher through a sale or lease with an option to buy. With CRP enrollment 
close to the Congressionally-mandated cap of 24 million acres, the early termination will also allow 
USDA to enroll other land with higher conservation value elsewhere.  

Acres terminated early from CRP under these land tenure provisions will be eligible for priority 
enrollment consideration into the CRP Grasslands, if eligible; or the Conservation Stewardship 
Program or Environmental Quality Incentives Program, as determined by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service.  

According to the Tenure, Ownership and Transition of Agricultural Land survey, conducted by 
USDA in 2014, U.S. farmland owners expect to transfer 93 million acres to new ownership during 
2015-2019. This represents 10 percent of all farmland across the nation. Details on the early 
termination opportunity is available at local USDA service centers. For more information about CRP 
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and to find out if your acreage is eligible for early contract termination, contact your local Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) office or go online at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Organic Producers and Handlers May Apply for Certification 
Cost Share Reimbursements; Expanded Eligibility for 
Transition and State Certification Cost 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that starting March 20, 2017, organic 
producers and handlers will be able to visit over 2,100 USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices to 
apply for federal reimbursement to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic or 
transitional certification. 

USDA reimburses organic producers up to 75 percent of the cost of organic certification, but only 
about half of the nation’s organic operations currently participate in the program. Starting March 20, 
USDA will provide a uniform, streamlined process for organic producers and handlers to apply for 
organic cost share assistance either by mail or in person. 

USDA is making changes to increase participation in the National Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program (NOCCSP) and the Agricultural Management Assistance Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program (AMAOCCSP), and at the same time provide more opportunities for organic producers to 
access other USDA programs, such as disaster protection and loans for farms, facilities and 
marketing. Producers can also access information on nonfederal agricultural resources, and get 
referrals to local experts, including organic agriculture, through USDA’s Bridges to Opportunity 
service at the local FSA office. 

Historically, many state departments of agriculture have obtained grants to disburse 
reimbursements to those producers and handlers qualifying for cost share assistance. FSA will 
continue to partner with states to administer the programs. For states that want to continue to 
directly administer the programs, applications will be due Feb. 17, 2017.    

Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic or transitional 
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Application fees, inspection costs, fees 
related to equivalency agreement/ arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user 
fees, sales assessments and postage are all eligible for a cost share reimbursement from USDA. 

Once certified, producers and handlers are eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of 
certification costs each year up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope—crops, livestock, wild 
crops and handling.  This announcement also adds transitional certification and state organic 
program fees as additional scopes. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or 
contact a local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 
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USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2017 
Continues 
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can 
begin visiting FSA county offices starting Nov. 1, 2016, to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop 
year. The enrollment period will continue until Aug. 1, 2017. 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll 
by signing a contract each program year.   

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be 
eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices 
or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period.  

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to 
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and 
storage and handling trucks.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, 
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple 
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified 
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.    

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans 
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security.  

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers.  
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To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address 
or zip code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. 
Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be 
reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to 
timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their 
CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.  

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records. 

 

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program 
FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are 
unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) 
program.  

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended 
to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the 
portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale.  

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.   

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete 
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for 
the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the 
disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine 
eligibility.   

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is 
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.   

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on 
or before the final due date of the loan.   

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office. 

 

Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  
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• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.   

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency Expands Bridges to 
Opportunity Nationwide 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently announced the 
expansion of a unique service for farmers and ranchers. FSA’s Bridges to Opportunity program 
provides a one-stop-shop that connects producers with resources, programs and educational 
services offered across the department, as well as from other USDA partner organizations. Bridges 
to Opportunity, which currently provides enhanced customer support to more than 150,000 
customers in 20 states, will expand to serve customers across the country before the end of the 
month using fiscal year 2016 funds.   

FSA’s presence in over 2,100 county offices, in nearly every rural county, puts the agency in a 
unique position to partner with non-governmental organizations to reach thousands of agricultural 
producers who can benefit from the programs and services.  Bridges to Opportunity allows FSA 
employees to search and obtain a list of all local, state, regional and national organizations that may 
be able to assist local producers with their specific need.  For example, FSA’s Houston County 
office in Texas partnered with many agricultural organizations to serve producers affected by severe 
drought.  When drought-stricken agricultural producers came to the county office looking for 
assistance, FSA employees were able to provide traditional services, such as the Livestock Forage 
Program and the Emergency loan program administered by FSA, as well as connect local farmers 
with local, regional, and national organizations that provide drought assistance and education.  

Bridges to Opportunity was developed by FSA to provide producers with a more comprehensive 
customer service experience by connecting them with other USDA agencies and nonfederal 
partners. Through Bridges to Opportunity, FSA county office employees have the tools to connect 
farmers, ranchers and anyone interested in agriculture with customized expertise on topics ranging 
including organic production, beginning farmer resources, integrated pest management, disaster 
assistance, conservation practices, agricultural educational courses, loans, grants and other 
financial assistance that can start, grow or benefit farming and ranching operations.  

For more information about Bridges to Opportunity, please contact your local FSA county office. To 
locate your FSA county office, please see https://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Climate Hub ‘Energy Generation and Efficiency’ 
Building Block 
Through the Agricultural Act of 2014, USDA has several authorities that encourage the adoption of 
renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies.  The Energy Generation and Efficiency 
Building Block supports energy efficiency improvements in rural homes and on farm operations, for 
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example, through EQIP’s National On-Farm Energy Initiative. This Building Block also provides 
opportunities to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from energy generation and use, for 
example, through the Rural Energy for America Program. To learn more about energy generation 
and efficiency opportunities from USDA click the following link: 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/building_blocks/10_EnergyGenerationEfficiency.pdf   

For more information about the USDA Climate Hubs click here: 
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for January 2017 

• 90-Day Treasury Bill  —  .375% 
• Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.375% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.625% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher — 1.50% 
• Emergency Loans —  3.375% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) — 2.250% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) — 2.375% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 2.500% 
• Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 2.625% 
• Commodity Loans — 1.875%  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMTEyLjY4Njg1NjIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDExMi42ODY4NTYyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODEyOTg4JmVtYWlsaWQ9cmFjaGVsbGUuYnJvdXNzYXJkQGxhLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1yYWNoZWxsZS5icm91c3NhcmRAbGEudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&114&&&http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/building_blocks/10_EnergyGenerationEfficiency.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMTEyLjY4Njg1NjIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDExMi42ODY4NTYyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODEyOTg4JmVtYWlsaWQ9cmFjaGVsbGUuYnJvdXNzYXJkQGxhLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1yYWNoZWxsZS5icm91c3NhcmRAbGEudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&115&&&http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/
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