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Upcoming Deadlines and 
Important Dates 

• 2017 Census of Agriculture Begins for 
America's Farmers and Ranchers.  June 
30 is the deadline to sign up to be 
counted.  

• May 29 -  USDA Service Centers will 
be closed in observance of Memorial Day  

• May 31 – Final availability date for 2016 
Marketing Assistance Loans & LDPs for 
rice, upland cotton, soybeans, corn & 
sorghum 

• July 15 - Acreage reporting deadline for 
most spring-seeded crops 

• Aug. 1 – final day to enroll 2017 ARC/PLC 
contracts 

• Aug. 1 - final date to request a 
reconstitution-combining or dividing farms 
or tracts of land based on farming 
operation 
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www.fsa.usda.gov/la  • Oct. 31 - deadline to apply for OCCSP 

Louisiana FSA now offers SMS texting; receive 
text message alerts on your cell 
phone regarding important deadlines, reporting 
requirements and updates.  Contact your local 
FSA Office for more information. 

 

 

Sonny Perdue Sworn in as 31st U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue was sworn in as the 31st U.S. Secretary of Agriculture by fellow Georgian and 
Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court Clarence Thomas in a brief ceremony on April 25 at 
the Supreme Court building.   

Perdue grew up on a dairy and diversified row crop farm in Bonaire, Georgia. Being uniquely 
qualified as a former farmer, agribusinessman, veterinarian, state legislator and governor of 
Georgia, he has experienced the agriculture industry from every possible perspective throughout his 
life.  

As secretary, Perdue says he will champion the concerns of farmers, ranchers, foresters and 
producers, and will work tirelessly to solve the issues facing our farm families.    

Perdue’s policies as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture will be guided by four principles which will inform 
his decisions. First, he will maximize the ability of the men and women of America’s agriculture and 
agribusiness sector to create jobs, to produce and sell the foods and fiber that feed and clothe the 
world, and to reap the earned reward of their labor. Second, he will prioritize customer service every 
day for American taxpayers and consumers. Third, as Americans expect a safe and secure food 
supply, USDA will continue to serve in the critical role of ensuring the food we put on the table to 
feed our families meets the strict safety standards we’ve established. And fourth, Perdue will always 
remember that America’s agricultural bounty comes directly from the land.    

For more information about Secretary Perdue, visit www.usda.gov. 

 

Organic Certification Cost Share Program 
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to 
producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification 
under the National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of 
their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2017, not to exceed $750 per 
certification scope.  The deadline to apply is Oct. 31, 2017. 

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency 
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments 
and postage.  

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and 
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations. 

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply 
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized. 

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms" 
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and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a 
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income 
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the 
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.    

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross 
income provisions will not receive payments that have been processed. All farm 
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should 
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2016 LDPs 
and Market Gains.   

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016 and 2017. Unlike the past, producers must have the 
CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 

Enrollment Period for 2017 Safety Net Coverage Continues 
Through Aug. 1 
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can 
visit their local FSA office to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period 
will continue until Aug. 1, 2017. 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll 
by signing a contract each program year.   

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be 
eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices 
or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period.  

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Supervised Credit 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans 
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our 
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help 
borrowers through training and credit counseling.  

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this 
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your 
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the 
success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools 
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.  

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Farm Loan Graduation Reminder 
FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do 
not meet normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.    

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to 
graduate to commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where 
they can refinance their debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and 
partially or fully pay off their FSA debt.    

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current 
balance sheet, actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days 
to return the required financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s 
potential for refinancing to commercial credit.    

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, 
balance sheet and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when 
loan information is sent to local lenders.     

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter 
with a list of lenders that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the 
lenders and complete an application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.   

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies 
the reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.    

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the 
borrower of noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights.  

 

Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to 
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance 
requested from FSA, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development 
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program 
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and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity. Electronic receipts for acreage reports 
began on Aug. 1, 2016.  

A service is any information, program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax 
or letter.  

 

Foreign Buyers Notification 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have 
purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 
90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 
percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and 
others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting 
requirements. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for May 2017 

• Farm Operating Loans — Direct 3.000% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.000% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher — 1.50% 
• Emergency Loans —  3.750% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) — 1.500% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) — 1.875 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) — 2.125% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) — 2.375% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 2.375% 
• Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 2.500% 
• Commodity Loans — 2.000%  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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