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Louisiana Farm Service Upcoming Important Dates
Agency
e Sept.1-Dec. 15 - Enrollment period for Margin Protection

3737 Government Street Program (MPP-Dairy) for 2018 Coverage.

Alexandria, LA 71302 e Oct. 31 - Organic Certification Cost Share Program
(OCCSP) FY17 signup ends

www.fsa.usda.gov/la e Nov 1 - Enroliment begins for 2018 ARC/PLC and

continues through August 1, 2018.

e Nov. 6 - County Committee election ballots will be mailed
to eligible voters

e Nov. 10 - USDA Service Centers will be closed in
observance of Veteran's Day
Nov. 15 - perennial forage certification deadline.
Nov. 23 - USDA Service Centers will be closed in
observance of Thanksgiving Day

Acting State Executive
Director:
T. Christine Normand

Next State Committee
Meeting:
To be determined

Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
your operation or parish.

LA Women in Ag Conference, Feb. 22 & 23, 2018 in
Alexandria; to pre-register visit
http://louisianawomeninag.com/

To find contact information for

your local office go to Louisiana FSA now offers SMS texting; receive text message alerts

on your cell phone regarding important deadlines, reporting
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www.fsa.usda.gov/la requirements and updates.

Whether you are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this
service enables FSA customers and stakeholders to receive
notifications while on the go.

Contact your local FSA Office for more information.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site
preparation or ground disturbance.

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

USDA Seeks Applications for Grants to Help Agricultural
Producers and Small Rural Businesses Develop New
Products

The USDA Rural Development (RD) is accepting applications for grants to help farmers, ranchers
and producer-based businesses nationwide develop new product lines.

The funding is being provided through the Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program. VAPG
grants can be used to develop new products from raw agricultural products or promote new markets
for established products. Veterans, socially-disadvantaged groups, beginning farmers and ranchers,
operators of small and medium-sized family farms and ranches and farmer and rancher
cooperatives are given special priority.

The deadline to submit paper applications is Jan. 31, 2018. Electronic applications submitted
through grants.gov are due Jan. 24, 2018. For more information on this grant program, visit USDA
Rural Development. For assistance in Louisiana, call 318-473-7920.
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USDA Processing Pending Conservation Reserve Program
Continuous Enrollment Offers

Acceptance of Most 2018 Offers Temporarily Suspended

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will process many pending eligible offers for land enrollment in
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), and will temporarily suspend accepting most new offers
until later in the 2018 fiscal year.

All current, eligible CRP continuous enroliment offers made through Sept. 30, 2017, except for
those made under the Pollinator Habitat Initiative (CP42), will be approved, Additionally, FSA is
temporarily suspending acceptance of most offers going forward to provide time to review CRP
allocation levels, and to avoid exceeding the statutory cap of 24 million acres.

The CRP acreage cap is a provision of the 2014 Farm Bill. Current enrollment is about 23.5 million
acres nationwide. USDA is accepting all pending continuous enroliment offers that were made
beginning on May 4, 2017, and extending through Sept. 30, 2017, except Pollinator Habitat Initiative
offers. Pollinator acreage offers are being declined because the program has met its acreage
enrollment goal. Effective immediately, USDA is suspending acceptance of all new CRP continuous
offers received or submitted after Sept. 30, 2017. The suspension will continue until later in the
2018 fiscal year.

However, FSA will continue to accept eligible offers for state-specific Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) and CRP Grasslands enroliment. Offers received on or after Oct. 1,
2017, are subject to fiscal year 2018 rental rates which have been adjusted to reflect current market
conditions and were established after careful review of the latest USDA National Agricultural
Statistics Service (NASS) cash rent data.

In return for enrolling in CRP, USDA, through FSA, provides participants with rental payments and
cost-share assistance. Landowners enter into contracts that last between 10 and 15 years. CRP
pays farmers and ranchers who remove sensitive lands from production and plant certain grasses,
shrubs and trees that improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and increase wildlife habitat.
Payment totals for 2017 were announced earlier this week totaling over $1.6 billion.

For more information about CRP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. To
locate your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Issues Farm Safety Net and Conservation Payments

USDA Farm Service Agency announced that over $9.6 billion in payments will be made to
producers through the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss Coverage (PLC) and
Conservation Reserve (CRP) Programs. The USDA is issuing approximately $8 billion in payments
under the ARC and PLC Programs for the 2016 crop year, and $1.6 billion under CRP for 2017.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in revenue or prices for covered
commodities. Over half a million producers will receive ARC payments and over a quarter million
producers will receive PLC payments for 2016 crops, starting the first week of October and
continuing over the next several months.

Payments are being made to producers who enrolled base acres of barley, corn, grain sorghum,
lentils, oats, peanuts, dry peas, soybeans, wheat and canola. In the upcoming months, payments
will be announced after marketing year average prices are published by USDA's National
Agricultural Statistics Service for the remaining covered commodities. Those include long and
medium grain rice (except for temperate Japonica rice), which will be announced in November;
remaining oilseeds and chickpeas, which will be announced in December; and temperate Japonica
rice, which will be announced in early February 2018. The estimated payments are before
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application of sequestration and other reductions and limits, including adjusted gross income limits
and payment limitations.

Also, as part of an ongoing effort to protect sensitive lands and improve water quality and wildlife
habitat, USDA will begin issuing 2017 CRP payments in October to over 375,000 Americans.

Signed into law by President Reagan in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation
program in the United States. Thanks to voluntary participation by farmers and landowners, CRP
has improved water quality, reduced soil erosion and increased habitat for endangered and
threatened species. In return for enrolling in CRP, USDA, through the Farm Service Agency (FSA)
on behalf of the Commodity Credit Corporation, provides participants with rental payments and cost-
share assistance. Participants enter into contracts that last between 10 and 15 years. CRP
payments are made to participants who remove sensitive lands from production and plant certain
grasses, shrubs and trees that improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and increase wildlife
habitat.

For more details regarding ARC and PLC programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. For more
information about CRP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp

Marketing Assistance Available for 2017 Crops in Louisiana

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDPs).

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for commodities such as feed grains,
soybeans and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALSs provide
producers interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell
their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows.

A producer who is eligible to obtain an MAL, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such
a payment is available. There are currently no crop prices nearing a range where LDPs may be
applicable.

To be eligible for an MAL or an LDP, producers must have a beneficial interest in the commaodity, in
addition to other requirements. A producer retains beneficial interest when control of and title to the

commodity is maintained. For an LDP, the producer must retain beneficial interest in the commodity
from the time of planting through the date the producer filed Form CCC-633EZ (page 1) in the FSA

County Office. For more information, producers should contact their local FSA county office or view
the LDP Fact Sheet or MAL Fact Sheet.

Breaking New Ground

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk
your eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators complete the Form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation
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(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further
review is necessary.

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program

FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are
unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA)
program.

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended
to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the
portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale.

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for
the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the
disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine
eligibility.

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on
or before the final due date of the loan.

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office.

Loan Servicing

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to
learn about the options available to you.

Selected Interest Rates for October 2017

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.750%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.750%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher — 1.50%
Emergency Loans — 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) — 1.500%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) — 1.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) — 2.000%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) — 2.125%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 2.250%
Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 2.375%
Commodity Loans — 2.250%



USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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