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Louisiana Farm Service Message from Craig A. McCain, FSA
Agency State Executive Director

3737 Government Street

Alexandria, LA 71302 Well, “If it isn’t one thing then it is another”, or more accurately said,

“If it isn’t drought or low prices, it is extreme cold.” 2018 is off to a
fast, cold start. | can't help but wonder what challenges we will face
in the coming year. We all recognize the fact that we are in the final
year of the 2014 Farm Bill and much attention is expected to be
given to the development and passage of the next Farm Bill.
Recognizing that many sectors of agriculture face challenges
balancing cost of production and income, FSA reminds everyone
that we are here to assist. FSA can provide assistance through
both direct and guaranteed loans, along with emergency loans in
parishes with a Presidential or Secretarial disaster declaration. FSA
County Offices are also ready to enroll farms in the 2018 ARCPLC
program and will be happy to provide information to anyone

www.fsa.usda.gov/la

State Executive Director:
Craig A. McCain

Next State Committee
Meeting:
To be determined

Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
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your operation or parish. interested in the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) or one of the Livestock Disaster Programs, such as

To find contact information for Livestock Forage Program (LFP), Livestock Indemnity Program

your local office go to (LIP) or Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and

www.fsa.usda.gov/la Farm Raised Fish (ELAP). FSA also offers many other program
benefits which | can not outline in this message, however, |
encourage anyone interested in production agriculture to contact
their local FSA Office for additional information about loans or
program benefits. In addition, FSA employees will be happy to
provide you assistance in determining additional benefits which
may be available through other USDA agencies. As we strive to
provide the highest level of service, you have our pledge to “Do
Right and Feed Everyone”.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local
FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Upcoming Important Dates

e Nov.1- Aug. 1, 2018 - Enroliment period for 2018 ARC/PLC

e Jan. 31 - Final availability for 2017 Marketing Assistance Loans & LDPs for peanuts, wool &
unshorn pelts

e Feb. 28 - Sales closing date for Spring seeded crops

LA Women in Ag Conference, Feb. 22 & 23, 2018 in Alexandria; to pre-register visit
http://louisianawomeninag.com/

Louisiana FSA now offers SMS texting; receive text message alerts on your cell phone regarding
important deadlines, reporting requirements and updates.

Whether you are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA customers
and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go.

Contact your local FSA Office for more information.

Perdue Names Appointees to the Louisiana USDA Farm
Service Agency State Committee

U. S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue recently announced the individuals who will serve on
the Louisiana USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) state committee. The state committee is
responsible for the oversight of farm programs and county committee operations, resolving appeals
from the agriculture community, and helping to keep producers informed about FSA programs.

Each state committee has five members, one chairperson and four members. The individuals
appointed to serve on this committee include:

e Committee Chair Ray Young - Wisner
e Julie Baker-Richard — Abbeville
e John Earles, Il — Bunkie
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e Emery Jones — Natchez
e Donna Winters - Lake Providence

The Farm Service Agency serves farmers, ranchers and agricultural partners through the delivery of
effective, efficient agricultural programs. The agency offers farmers a strong safety net through the
administration of farm commodity and disaster programs. FSA continues to conserve natural
resources and also provides credit to agricultural producers who are unable to receive private,
commercial credit, including special emphasis on beginning, underserved and women farmers and
ranchers.

Under the direction of Secretary Sonny Perdue, the USDA will always be facts-based and data-
driven, with a decision-making mindset that is customer-focused. Secretary Perdue leads the USDA
with four guiding principles: to maximize the ability of American agriculture to create jobs, sell food
and fiber, and feed and clothe the world; to prioritize customer service for the taxpayers; to ensure
that our food supply is safe and secure; and to maintain good stewardship of the natural resources
that provide us with our miraculous bounty. Understanding that we live in a global economy where
trade is of top importance, Secretary Perdue has pledged to be an unapologetic advocate for
American agriculture.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site
preparation or ground disturbance.

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term
of the loan



Payment Limitations by Program

The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount for each program that can be received
annually, directly or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment limitations vary by program
for 2014 through 2018.

Below is an overview of payment limitations by program.

Commodity and Price Support Programs
The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is $125,000 total.

Conservation Programs

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and incentive payment is limited
to $50,000. CRP contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed the limitation, subject to
payment limitation rules in effect on the date of contract approval.

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 per disaster event.
The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an annual limit of $500,000 per disaster
event.

Disaster Assistance Programs

The annual limitation of $125,000 applies to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and Livestock
Indemnity Program (LIP). The total payments received under ELAP, LFP and LIP may not exceed
$125,000. A separate limitation of $125,000 applies to Tree Assistance Program (TAP) payments.
There is also a separate $125,000 payment limit for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP).

Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs.
Contact your local NRCS office for more information.

For more information on FSA payment limitations by program, visit
https://www.fsa.usda.qov/Assets/USDA-FSA-
Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility payment limitations.pdf.

USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage
in 2018

FSA reminds farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period
will end on Aug. 1, 2018.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by
signing a contract each program year.

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enroliment
period.
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The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications

Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing
Assistance Loans (MALS) because they have not filed Form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross
income provisions will not receive payments that have been processed. All farm
operators/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2016
ARC/PLC payments and 2017 CRP payments.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018. Unlike the past, producers must have
the CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

Organic Certification Cost Share Program

The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to
producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification
under the National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of
their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2017, through Sept. 30, 2018, not to exceed $750 per
certification scope.

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments
and postage.

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations.

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/occspl/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized.

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms"
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and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page.

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov.

FSAfarm+, FSA’'s Customer Self-Service Portal

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to
provide farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their
home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all
without visiting an FSA county office.

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA
data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program
acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation status information, field
boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact information and membership interest
and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and
allow operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer.

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This
level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting
your local FSA office to finalize access.

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office.
To find your local FSA county office, click http://offices.usda.gov.

Guaranteed Loan Program

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and
operating purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings,
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel,
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40
years.

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.
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Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash

flow.

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in
conducting FSA business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.

Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can
be an effective way to remember payment due dates.

Pay down existing debt.

Keep your credit card balances low.

Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts.

FSA'’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a
loan after improving or correcting your credit report.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Selected Interest Rates for January 2018

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 3.000%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.750%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher — 1.50%
Emergency Loans — 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) — 1.875%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) — 2.125%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) — 2.250%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) — 2.375%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 2.375%
Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 2.500%
Commodity Loans — 2.625%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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