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Agency Executive Director

3737 Government Street

Alexandria, LA 71302 | feel sure that your spring, which has now become a hot dry

summer, has been similar to what we have experienced at FSA,
busy and difficult. Certainly, it is accepted that meeting the financial
needs of producers has become more challenging in the current
economic climate. The margin of production costs relative to
commodity prices, requires significant analysis, intensive
management and in some cases some good fortune, in order to

. achieve an acceptable cash flow margin. However, USDA is here to
State Commltte_e: provide opportunities for capital investment and to assist in

Ray Young, Chairperson managing risks associated with this environment; as such, FSA
John Earles stands ready to assist you in this endeavor. There is little doubt that
Emery Jones this summer and fall will be very busy in your fields, as it will be in

www.fsa.usda.gov/la

State Executive Director:
Craig A. McCain
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Julie Richard our offices. Please be sure that you are aware of the opportunities

Donna Winters available to you at FSA. Several of these opportunities are listed
within this newsletter, opportunities for livestock producers, farms
Next State Committee with generic base, producers affected by the 2017 hurricanes and
Meeting: those looking for capital investment. Please take a moment to read
To be determined through the offerings herein and contact your local FSA staff should

you have questions or concerns. As has become our custom, I'll
Please contact your local FSA leave you with the challenge issued to all of USDA by our Secretary
Office for questions specific to  of Agriculture, Sonny Perdue... “Do right and feed everyone”!
your operation or parish. Thanks for what you do to serve the people of this State, our Nation
and the World!
To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/la

Upcoming Important Dates

e June 4 - Signup began for Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish (ELAP)

e July 16 - Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program (WHIP) sign up began

e July 26 - Public Meeting on Seed Cotton, LSU Macon Ridge Research Station, 212 Macon
Ridge Rd, Winnsboro; meeting begins at 4:30 p.m.

e Aug. 1-Final day to enroll 2018 ARC/PLC contracts

e Aug. 1 - Final date to request a reconstitution-combining or dividing farms or tracts of land
based on farming operation

e Aug. 1-FSA County Committee Election nomination period ends

e Aug 17 - Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signup ends

Louisiana FSA now offers SMS texting; receive text message alerts on your cell phone
regarding important deadlines, reporting requirements and updates.

Whether you are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA customers
and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go.

Contact your local FSA Office for more information.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications

Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing
Assistance Loans (MALS) because they have not filed Form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income
Certification. No program payment can be issued to an eligible producer, including landowners who
share in the crop, without a valid CCC-941 on file in the county office.

Producers without a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year will not receive payments. All
farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018. Unlike the past, producers must have
the CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.
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Payments to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of
death.

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of
precedence of the representatives of the producer:

administrator or executor of the estate

the surviving spouse

surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children

surviving father and mother

surviving brothers and sisters

heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file
a Form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared
incompetent.

Organic Certification Cost Share Program

The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to
producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification
under the National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of
their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2017, through Sept. 30, 2018, not to exceed $750 per
certification scope.

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments
and postage.

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations.

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized.
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The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms"
and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page.

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov.

Breaking New Ground

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk
your eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further
review is necessary.

USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018

Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will
end on Aug. 1, 2018.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by
signhing a contract each program year.

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enroliment
period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed, wheat and seed cotton. For more details regarding these programs, go
to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance

Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs
must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and
noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to
effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a
producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled
in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to
Land

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful
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to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who
have small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your
local FSA office.

Save Time — Make an Appointment with FSA

Producers are encouraged to call their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to ensure
maximum use of their time and to make sure FSA staff is available to tend to their important
business needs. Please call your local FSA office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to
discuss any records or documentation that might be needed during your appointment. To find your
local FSA office, visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

Farm Safety

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes
less than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger. Augers, power
take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or clothing.

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not
to mention children. It is always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm
equipment. Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery. Ensure
everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged.

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first.

ASKFSA

Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions? Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.
AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA
guestions no matter where you are or what device you use. It is for ALL customers, including
underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation
programs.

Through AskFSA you can:

e Access our knowledge base 24/7
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e Receive answers to your questions faster
e Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert
e Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated

Customize your account settings and view responses at any time.

Weather the Storm: FEMA Mobile App Provides Weather
Alerts and Safety Tips

USDA offers programs to help producers recover from disasters; FEMA can help you prepare
ahead of time.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recently launched a free mobile app that will
instruct the public on what to do before, during and after emergencies. The app is available for
download for Apple, Android and Blackberry mobile devices.

Download the app to:

e Receive alerts from the National Weather Service for up to five locations

o Get safety reminders, read tips to survive natural disasters and customize your emergency
checklist

e Locate open shelters and where to talk to FEMA in person (or on the phone)

e Upload and share your disaster photos to help first responders.

For more information about the FEMA app, visit fema.gov/mobile-app. To download the FEMA app
from the Apple Store visit https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id4748074867?mt=8. To download
the FEMA app on Google Play for Android visit:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en

Selected Interest Rates for July 2018

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 3.875%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.125%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher — 1.50%
Emergency Loans — 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) — 2.625%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) — 2.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) — 2.875%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) — 2.875%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 3.000%
Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 3.000%
Commodity Loans — 3.250%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNzI1LjkyOTU2NzYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDcyNS45Mjk1Njc2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjA3NzE1JmVtYWlsaWQ9cmFjaGVsbGUuYnJvdXNzYXJkQGxhLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1yYWNoZWxsZS5icm91c3NhcmRAbGEudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&113&&&http://fema.gov/mobile-app
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNzI1LjkyOTU2NzYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDcyNS45Mjk1Njc2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjA3NzE1JmVtYWlsaWQ9cmFjaGVsbGUuYnJvdXNzYXJkQGxhLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1yYWNoZWxsZS5icm91c3NhcmRAbGEudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&114&&&https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNzI1LjkyOTU2NzYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDcyNS45Mjk1Njc2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjA3NzE1JmVtYWlsaWQ9cmFjaGVsbGUuYnJvdXNzYXJkQGxhLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1yYWNoZWxsZS5icm91c3NhcmRAbGEudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&115&&&https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en
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