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Upcoming Important Dates 

• February 28 is the deadline for CRP General Signup 54 
• March 15 is the ARC/PLC election and enrollment deadline 
• June 30 is the last day to signup for 2020 ARCPLC 
• Sept. 11 - ongoing into 2020 is the signup period for 

WHIP+ 

LA Women in Ag Conference, March 12 & 13 in Alexandria;  to 
pre-register visit https://www.louisianawomeninag.com/  

  

Louisiana FSA now offers SMS texting; receive text 
message alerts on your cell phone regarding important 
deadlines, reporting requirements and updates. 

Contact your local FSA Office for more information. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAyMjcuMTc4ODgzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9sYSJ9.R_8KFCOz4MQ2JgS6P7AueYbpy2nPaHvVczKzkSuFKqw%2Fbr%2F75489607270-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C44ef9e7d4205430e368c08d7bbcd3058%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637184362262800439&sdata=EAp3A6serJr5hWn2uqau8xBQZjvMa4E1gfMV8YNf%2FMc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAyMjcuMTc4ODgzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5sb3Vpc2lhbmF3b21lbmluYWcuY29tLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.5q0KVgFKnZIsdN9TbUH6R5LCNI7_bKVG5EJHRYxpR8E%2Fbr%2F75489607270-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C44ef9e7d4205430e368c08d7bbcd3058%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637184362262810431&sdata=SixDXJbJf13yCy6DZCFjojEvowNkWwrsn1LOGTb6BFA%3D&reserved=0


Next State Committee 
Meeting:  
To be determined 

Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or parish. 

To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/la 

 

 
Friday Is the Last Day to Schedule an Appointment with Your 
FSA Office to Enroll in CRP General Signup 
Agricultural producers and private landowners interested in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) 2020 general signup must make an offer of acres or schedule an appointment to do so with 
their local U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) service center by Friday, February 28. 

The general signup – which opened in December – is available to producers and private 
landowners who are either offering for the first time or re-offering acres for another 10- to 15-year 
term in the 35-year-old USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) conservation program.  

Farmers and ranchers who enroll land in CRP receive yearly rental payments for voluntarily 
establishing long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees 
(known as “covers”), which can control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife 
habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. 

CRP currently has about 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill raises the cap to 27 
million acres in fiscal year 2023.  The cap for fiscal year 2020 is 24.5 million acres. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the U.S. It 
was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion by taking marginal lands out of production. 

Producers and landowners interested in the general signup must contact their FSA county office by 
Friday, February 28 to schedule an appointment. Visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find nearest 
FSA county office. 

Other CRP opportunities are also available, including, the CRP continuous signup, which is 
ongoing. CRP Grasslands signup runs from March 16, 2020 to May 15, 2020. In the Prairie Pothole 
states (Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota), producers may also be eligible 
to offer land in the recently announced CRP Soil Health and Income Protection Program pilot 
signup, which runs from March 30, 2020 to August 21, 2020 on a first come, first serve basis. To 
learn more about CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov/crp, which includes a webinar on the CRP general signup. 

 
FSA Encourages Producers to Enroll Soon in Agriculture 
Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers to enroll now in the 
Agriculture Risk Loss (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. March 15, 2020 is the 
enrollment deadline for the 2019 crop year. 
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Although more than 200,000 producers have enrolled to date, FSA anticipates 1.5 million producers 
will enroll for ARC and PLC. By enrolling soon, producers can beat the rush as the deadline nears. 

FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and attention of our staff.  Because of 
the importance and complexities of the ARC and PLC programs; and to ensure FSA meets your 
program delivery expectations, please do not wait to start the enrollment process. Call your FSA 
county office and make an appointment soon to ensure your elections are made and contracts 
signed well ahead of the deadlines. 

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or 
revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms. 

The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower 
seed and wheat.  

Until March 15, producers who have not yet enrolled in ARC or PLC for 2019 can enroll for both 
2019 and 2020 during the same visit to an FSA county office unless yield updates are requested. 
Additionally, farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that take 
effect beginning with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the office, the yield 
update and enrollments may be completed during the same office visit.  

More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm 
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available 
at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc. To enroll, contact your FSA county office for an appointment. 

 
Supervised Credit 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans 
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our 
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help 
borrowers through training and credit counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this 
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your 
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the 
success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools 
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint Operations 
or Entities 
Many Farm Service Agency programs require all program participants, either individuals or legal 
entities, to be “actively engaged in farming.” This means participants provide a significant 
contribution to the farming operation, whether it is capital, land, equipment, active personal labor 
and/or management. For entities, each partner, stockholder or member with an ownership interest, 
must contribute active personal labor and/or management to the operation on a regular basis that is 
identifiable and documentable as well as separate and distinct from contributions of any other 
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member. Members of joint operations must have a share of the profits or losses from the farming 
operation commensurate with the member’s contributions to the operation and must make 
contributions to the farming operation that are at risk for a loss, with the level of risk being 
commensurate with the member’s claimed share on the farming operation. 

Joint operations comprised of non-family members or partners, stockholders or persons with an 
ownership in the farming operation must meet additional payment eligibility provisions. Joint 
operations comprised of family members are exempt from these additional requirements. For 2016 
and subsequent crop years, non-family joint operations can have one member that may use a 
significant contribution of active personal management exclusively to meet the requirements to be 
determined “actively engaged in farming.” The person or member will be defined as the farm 
manager for the purposes of administering these management provisions.  

Non-family joint operations may request to add up to two additional managers for their farming 
operation based on the size and/or complexity of the operation. If additional farm managers are 
requested and approved, all members who contribute management are required to complete form 
CCC-902MR, Management Activity Record. The farm manager should use the form to record 
management activities including capital, labor and agronomics, which includes crop selection, 
planting decisions, acquisition of inputs, crop management and marketing decisions. One form 
should be used for each month and the farm manager should enter the number of hours of time 
spent for each activity under the date of the month the actions were completed. The farm manager 
must also document if each management activity was completed on the farm or remotely.  

The records and supporting business documentation must be maintained and timely made available 
for review by the appropriate FSA reviewing authority, if requested. 

If the farm manager fails to meet these requirements, their contribution of active personal 
management to the farming operation for payment eligibility purposes will be disregarded and their 
payment eligibility status will be re-determined for the applicable program year. 

In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family member joint operation who 
meet the definition of farm manager may also be allowed to use such a contribution of active 
personal management to meet the eligibility requirements. However, under no circumstances may 
the number of farm managers in a non-family joint operation exceed a total of three in any given 
crop and program year. 

 
Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without 
prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The 
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on 
a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

 
2020 Acreage Reporting Dates  
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list 
of county-specific deadlines. 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 



• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA 
office. 

 
Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans. 

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution. 

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make 
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can 
only be established for future payments. 

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search 
for “Form 3550-28.” 

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO. 

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment 
rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized 
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date. 

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov  

 
 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAyMjcuMTc4ODgzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnJkLnVzZGEuZ292L3B1YmxpY2F0aW9ucy9yZWd1bGF0aW9ucy1ndWlkZWxpbmVzP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.DidTBxFHq26KXlTvkmQ6gp7cStF6TO_3-d8_dLouFq0%2Fbr%2F75489607270-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C44ef9e7d4205430e368c08d7bbcd3058%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637184362262870402&sdata=HqwJGut%2BKndNF%2Btyrr4dOX0GStqJJPvG4d9rAgLK3VY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAyMjcuMTc4ODgzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vb2ZmaWNlcy5zYy5lZ292LnVzZGEuZ292L2xvY2F0b3IvYXBwP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.x9EQzyrXsf5VzDDEwcz15AYPD_AZFvyh8vMDPkXj2rw%2Fbr%2F75489607270-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C44ef9e7d4205430e368c08d7bbcd3058%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637184362262880398&sdata=uzPSZUahMMOgcJBkFFq3kzvh4tExmZvnr8Oclnz%2BtVc%3D&reserved=0


Selected Interest rates for February 2020 

• Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.625% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.250% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher — 1.50% 
• Emergency Loans —  3.625% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) — 1.625% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) —  1.625% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) — 1.750% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) — 1.875% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 1.875% 
• Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 2.000% 
• Commodity Loans — 2.500% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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