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3737 Government Street

Alexandria, LA 71302 | know that this is a very busy time on your farm, as it is at FSA. |

also know that our State has navigated through several weeks of
difficulty relative to COVID-19. While the actions necessary to

State Executive Director: mitigate the affects of COVID-19, have affected all areas of our

Craig A. McCain daily lives, including business with FSA, please know that FSA is
open for business on a daily basis. Although we are not conducting

State Committee: face to face business, we are doing our best to conduct business

Ray Young, Chairperson every day. Employees in the County Office, as well as those

John Earles employees who are working from home, are fully using email. While

Kristy Jones we know that some of you do not have or do not regularly use

email, please recognize that these circumstances require us to do
things differently and you can assist FSA as well as yourself by
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Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
your operation or parish.

To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/la

Do Right and Feed
Everyone!

maximizing the use of electronic communications. For those
customers who do not have email or other electronic
communications available, we are using innovative ways to transact
business, so please know that we can provide you any necessary
documents and you can then execute those documents and get
them back into the hands of FSA. This can be done via the US
Postal Service, or other parcel delivery service or in many cases by
simply picking them up or dropping them off at the County Office.
The drop off and pick up methods will require coordination with the
County Office staff, but we can accommodate your needs.

There has been much discussion regarding the COVID relief
response which is being developed for Agriculture. While we are
hopeful to have more details very soon, we know that these
programs will be in addition to our current workload and will be
even more difficult to deliver due to our current operational status.
County Offices are working diligently to process Direct and
Guaranteed Farm Loans, WHIP+ applications, complete 2020
ARCPLC enrollment and the processing and referral of Sign-up 54
Continuous CRP Offers. We are also reaching the point in the year
where annual acreage reporting generally picks up...so things are
very busy at FSA. You can assist us by contacting your local
County Office regarding any of these programs and working with
them to make a plan and complete the necessary actions as soon
as possible. It is also beneficial when you assist your landowners
with their business, as this generally is helpful to completing your
business.

Let’s all pull together and get farm loans closed, WHIP+, ARCPLC
and CRP enroliment done before the end of May in order to put
both FSA and you in a position to deal with any COVID related
programs as efficiently and as effectively as possible.

As always, | appreciate all that you do, and | am reminded of how
blessed our Nation is to have you and your peers working so hard
every day to feed and clothe us! Thanks!

Upcoming Important Dates

e May 15 is the last day to signup for Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands
e June 30 is the last day to signup for 2020 ARCPLC
e Ongoing into 2020 is the signup period for WHIP+

Louisiana FSA now offers SMS texting; receive text message alerts on your cell phone
regarding important deadlines, reporting requirements and updates.

Contact your local FSA Office for more information.
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Join USDA in Following the #Plant2020 Progress

Spring planting is underway in Louisiana and we’re following the progress as farmers complete field
prep and plant their spring crops. We invite you to follow along or get involved by sharing your
#Plant2020 photos and videos. To view the #Plant2020 progress, visit https://arcg.is/1SmeukK.

USDA Reminds Louisiana Producers to Complete Crop
Acreage Reports

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices in State are currently open to phone and virtual
appointments only but can still work with producers on timely filing crop acreage reports. FSA staff
can provide assistance over the phone, and by email.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Louisiana:
July 15 - most spring seeded crops

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of
acreage reporting deadlines by crop.

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers must file an accurate
crop acreage report by the applicable deadline. FSA staff is still able to assist producers in
completing acreage reports, including providing maps.

FSA county offices in Louisiana will provide maps to producers through mail/email with instructions
for completing the maps. After planting is complete, producers should return completed maps and
the acreage reporting sheet by mail/email by June 15.

After completed maps and all acreage reporting information is received, FSA will make software
updates and mail/email producers the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign.
Producers must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office through
mail/email by July 15.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

o If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

o |If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no
later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk
Management Agency.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
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For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Reports Record Enroliment in Key Farm Safety-Net
Programs

Producers signed a record 1.77 million contracts for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2019 crop year, which is
more than 107 percent of the total contracts signed compared with a 5-year average. USDA also
reminds producers that June 30 is the deadline to enroll in ARC and PLC for the 2020 crop year.

Producers interested in enrolling for 2020 should contact their FSA county office. Producers must
enroll by June 30 and make their one-time update to PLC payment yields by September 30.

FSA attributes the significant participation in the 2019 crop year ARC and PLC programs to
increased producer interest in the programs under the 2018 Farm Bill and to an increase in eligible
farms because of the selling and buying of farms and new opportunities for beginning farmers and
military veterans with farms having 10 or fewer base acres. Enroliment for 2019 ended March 16.

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

For more information on ARC and PLC, download the program fact sheet or the 2014-2018 farm
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available at
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. To locate the nearest USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-
center-locator.

FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance
Program Signup

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has started making payments through the Wildfire and
Hurricane Indemnity Program — Plus (WHIP+) to agricultural producers who suffered eligible losses
because of drought or excess moisture in 2018 and 2019. Signup for these causes of loss opened
March 23, and producers who suffered losses from drought (in counties designated D3 or above),
excess moisture, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires
can still apply for assistance through WHIP+.

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or
vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster
Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying natural disaster events that occurred in calendar
years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary
county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a
qualifying natural disaster event.

For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred
was rated D3, or extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years
2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered losses should contact their FSA county office.
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In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement
a WHIP+ provision for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when
marketing crops damaged by eligible disaster events. To ensure an effective program for all
impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information on the extent of quality loss from
producers and stakeholder organizations.

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at
farmers.gov/whip-plus.

USDA Announces Grants for Urban Agriculture and
Innovative Production

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the availability of $3 million for grants
through its new Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production. The competitive grants will
support the development of urban agriculture and innovative production projects through two
categories, Planning Projects and Implementation Projects. USDA will accept applications on
Grants.gov until midnight July 6, 2020.

Planning Projects

$1 million is available for Planning Projects that initiate or expand efforts of farmers, gardeners,
citizens, government officials, schools, and other stakeholders in urban areas and suburbs. Projects
may target areas of food access; education; business and start-up costs for new farmers; and
development of policies related to zoning and other needs of urban production.

Implementation Projects

$2 million is available for Implementation Projects that accelerate existing and emerging models of
urban, indoor, and other agricultural practices that serve multiple farmers. Projects will improve local
food access and collaborate with partner organizations and may support infrastructure needs;
emerging technologies; educational endeavors; and urban farming policy development.

Webinar

A webinar will be held on June 3, 2020 from 2 p.m. — 4 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time. The webinar will
provide an overview of the grants’ purpose, project types, eligibility, and basic requirements for the
submission of an application. Information on how participate in the webinar, or listen to the
recording, will be posted on the farmers.gov/urban webpage.

More Information

The Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Technology was established through the 2018 Farm
Bill.

Applications must be submitted through Grants.gov by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time on July 6,
2020.
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More information is available at farmers.gov/urban.

For more information or to apply for Urban Agriculture Innovative grants, contact your local FSA
county office or visit Grants.gov. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Final Planting Dates

All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so
please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely
planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance

Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs
must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and
noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to
effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a
producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled
in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year.

USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules
Unchanged from Previous Farm Bill

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect
producers who intend to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014
as amended by the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018.

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables
or wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung
beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not
considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction. Farms that are eligible to
participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits,
vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that year. Eligibility
for succeeding years is not affected.

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-
for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on more than 15 percent of the base
acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the
base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage.

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a
payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s
Commodity Credit Corporation.
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USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage Availability and New
Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that higher levels of coverage will be offered
through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program,
beginning April 8, 2019. The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service fees and made other changes to
the program, including service fee waivers for qualified military veterans interested in obtaining NAP
coverage.

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which insurance coverage
is not available in order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses,
or prevent crop planting.

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing.
NAP Service Fees

For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple
counties. These amounts reflect a $75 service fee increase for crop, county or multi-county
coverage. The fee increases apply to obtaining NAP coverage on crops on or after April 8, 2019.

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans

The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are now
eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility
criteria.

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a
waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.”

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or
contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.
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Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. For honeybee losses,
producers must notify FSA within 15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is
apparent.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year
2020, must file:

e A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee
losses)
e An application for payment by Feb. 1, 2021

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
e ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet

e ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for Construction

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans:
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Amongst other purposes, Direct Farm Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase or
improve farm dwellings, service buildings or other facilities and improvements essential to an
operation.

To do this, applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned
development that completely describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of
sufficient funds to pay for the total cost of all planned development at or before loan closing. In
some instances, applicants may be asked to provide certified plans, specifications or contract
documents. The applicant cannot incur any debts for materials or labor or make any expenditures
for development purposes prior to loan closing with the expectation of being reimbursed from FSA
funds.
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Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or the
borrower method. Under the contract method, construction and development contractors perform
work according to a written contract with the applicant or borrower. An applicant for a direct loan to
finance a construction project must obtain a surety bond that guarantees both payment and
performance in the amount of the construction contract from a construction contractor.

A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000, an authorized agency official
determines that a surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against default of the
contractor or a contract provides for partial payments in excess of the amount of 60 percent of the
value of the work in place.

Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and
development work. The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency official
determines, based on information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses or arranges to
obtain the necessary skill and managerial ability to complete the work satisfactorily and that such
work will not interfere with the applicant’s farming operation or work schedule.

Potential applicants should visit with FSA early in the initial project planning process to ensure
environmental compliance.

For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA
office or visit fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit offices.usda.gov.

FSA Adds Farm Loan Flexibilities

Farm loans are critical for annual operating and family living expenses, emergency needs and cash
flow, especially in tough times. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is providing additional flexibilities
to provide producers with credit options. We encourage direct loan applicants and borrowers to
contact their county office to discuss these programs and any current, and future, temporary
changes to farm loan deadlines and the loan servicing options available. Customers participating in
FSA’s guaranteed loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. For a full list of flexibilities,
visit farmers.gov/coronavirus

Current Interest Rates for May

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 1.750%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 2.625%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher — 1.50%
Emergency Loans — 2.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) — 0.250%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) — 0.375%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) — 0.625%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) — 0.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 0.750%
Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 0.875%
Commodity Loans — 1.125%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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