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Message from Craig A. McCain, FSA State 
Executive Director 
Hello! I trust that all is well with you and your family. Statewide, 
crops are looking pretty good, but as we know, we still have a long 
way to go to get it “in the bin”. That being said, it is good to be able 
to report encouraging news thus far relative to crops. Despite the 
hardships experienced relative to the current situation with COVID, 
the FSA Farm Program staff is and has been hard at work 
processing CFAP applications, completing 2020 ARCPLC 
enrollment, processing WHIP+ applications and taking acreage 
reports. The FSA Farm Loan staff continues to accept and process 
loan applications. 

As stated above, FSA is delivering several high priority programs, 
each with significant demand, and we are doing the best we can to 
constantly analyze and prioritize work and assign available 
resources based on the highest priorities. We appreciate your 
patience and the efforts that you are making to assist us in working 
through this difficult and challenging time. We are processing CFAP 
applications and making payments daily, we expect that ARCPLC 
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Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or parish. 

To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/la 

Do Right and Feed 
Everyone! 

enrollment will be closed out very soon and we expect increasing 
progress relative to acreage reporting and WHIP+. 

Please keep the applicable program deadlines, which are listed in 
this article, in mind as you plan work on your farm. If you have need 
of any FSA assistance or if you simply need additional information, 
please contact your local County Office or go to www.Farmers.gov. 
It seems to me that during the past several months, you have again 
been successful in completing the Secretary’s charge of “Do right 
and feed everyone”. While certainly not sufficient to express our 
appreciation, please accept a heart felt “Thank you”! 

 

 
Upcoming Important Dates 

• July 15 is the final acreage reporting date for most seeded spring crops 
• Aug. 1 is the final date to request a reconstitution-combining or dividing farms or tracts of 

land based on farming operation 
• Aug. 1  COC nomination forms must be postmarked or received in the County Office; Since 

Aug. 1 falls on a weekend this year, nomination forms will be accepted through Aug. 3, 
2020  

• Aug. 28 is the last day to apply for CFAP 
• Ongoing into 2020 is the signup period for WHIP+ 

Louisiana FSA now offers SMS texting; receive text message alerts on your cell phone 
regarding important deadlines, reporting requirements and updates. Contact your local FSA 
Office for more information. 

More information on the CFAP process is available on farmers.gov/cfap or call 
877-508-8364.  

 
May Margin Triggers Dairy Margin Coverage Program 
Payment 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that the May 
2020 income over feed cost margin was $5.37 per hundredweight (cwt.), triggering the third 
payment of 2020 for dairy producers who purchased the appropriate level of coverage under the 
Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program. 

To date, FSA has issued more than $176 million in program benefits to dairy producers who 
purchased DMC coverage for 2020.  

Authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill, DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers 
protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed 
price (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. Over 13,000 
operations enrolled in the program for the 2020 calendar year. 

Although DMC enrollment for 2020 coverage has closed, signup for 2021 coverage will begin 
October 13 and will run through December 11, 2020. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct 
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business 
with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency should 
call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-
screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel and visitors must adhere to social 
distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a face covering during their 
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appointment. Field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff 
will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone, and using online 
tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.   

For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service Center. 
To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.  

 
USDA’s CRP-Grassland proves to be very popular 
More than 1.2 million acres were accepted in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands 
during the recent signup period that began March 16 and ended May 15. 

Through CRP Grasslands, participants retain the right to conduct common grazing practices, such 
as haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled land. Timing of some activities may be 
restricted by the primary nesting season of birds. 

Participants will receive an annual rental payment and may receive up to 50 percent cost-share for 
establishing approved conservation practices. The duration of the CRP contract is 10 or 15 years. 
FSA ranked offers using a number of factors, including existence of expiring CRP land, threat of 
conversion or development, existing grassland and predominance of native species cover and cost. 

The 2018 Farm Bill set aside 2 million acres for CRP Grassland enrollment. CRP is one of the 
largest conservation programs at USDA. CRP marks its 35-year anniversary in 2020 with 22 million 
acres currently enrolled. 

For more information or to enroll in CRP Grasslands, contact your local FSA county office or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.   

 
Additional Commodities Eligible for Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced an initial list of additional commodities that 
have been added to the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), and that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) made other adjustments to the program based on comments 
received from agricultural producers and organizations and review of market data. Producers will be 
able to submit applications that include these commodities on Monday, July 13, 2020.  USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting through Aug. 28, 2020, applications for CFAP, which helps 
offset price declines and additional marketing costs because of the coronavirus pandemic. USDA 
expects additional eligible commodities to be announced in the coming weeks.   

USDA collected comments and supporting data for consideration of additional commodities through 
June 22, 2020. 

Changes to CFAP include: 

• Adding the following commodities: alfalfa sprouts, anise, arugula, basil, bean sprouts, 
beets, blackberries, Brussels sprouts, celeriac (celery root), chives, cilantro, coconuts, 
collard greens, dandelion greens, greens (others not listed separately), guava, kale greens, 
lettuce – including Boston, green leaf, Lolla Rossa, oak leaf green, oak leaf red and red leaf 
– marjoram, mint, mustard, okra, oregano, parsnips, passion fruit, peas (green), pineapple, 
pistachios, radicchio, rosemary, sage, savory, sorrel, fresh sugarcane, Swiss chard, thyme 
and turnip top greens. 

• Expanding for seven currently eligible commodities – apples, blueberries, garlic, potatoes, 
raspberries, tangerines and taro – CARES Act funding for sales losses because USDA 
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found these commodities had a 5 percent or greater price decline between mid-January and 
mid-April as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Originally, these commodities were only 
eligible for marketing adjustments. 

• Determining that peaches and rhubarb no longer qualify for payment under the CARES Act 
sales loss category. 

• Correcting payment rates for apples, artichokes, asparagus, blueberries, cantaloupes, 
cucumbers, garlic, kiwifruit, mushrooms, papaya, peaches, potatoes, raspberries, rhubarb, 
tangerines and taro. 

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) 
and Final Rule Correction and at www.farmers.gov/cfap. 

Producers have several options for applying to the CFAP program: 

1. Using an online portal, accessible at farmers.gov/cfap, allows producers with secure USDA 
login credentials—known as eAuthentication—to certify eligible commodities online, digitally 
sign applications and submit directly to the local USDA Service Center.  New commodities 
will be available in the system on July 13, 2020. 

2. Completing the application form using our CFAP Application Generator and Payment 
Calculator found at farmers.gov/cfap. This Excel workbook allows customers to input 
information specific to their operation to determine estimated payments and populate the 
application form, which can be printed, then signed and submitted to their local USDA 
Service Center.  An updated version with the new commodities will be available on the 
website on July 13, 2020. 

3. Downloading the AD-3114 application form from farmers.gov/cfap and manually completing 
the form to submit to the local USDA Service Center by mail, electronically or by hand 
delivery to an office drop box. In some limited cases, the office may be open for in-person 
business by appointment. Visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status to check the 
status of your local office. 

USDA Service Centers can also work with producers to complete and securely transmit digitally 
signed applications through two commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. Producers who 
are interested in digitally signing their applications should notify their local service centers when 
calling to discuss the CFAP application process. You can learn more about these solutions at 
farmers.gov/mydocs.  

Getting Help from FSA 

New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 877-508-
8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a 
recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local 
USDA Service Center.  

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information, 
can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents are likely 
already on file.   

 
USDA Reminds Louisiana Producers to Complete Crop 
Acreage Reports  
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds Louisiana producers to complete crop acreage 
reports by the applicable deadline for their county. Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by 
county. Contact your FSA county office for a list of acreage reporting deadlines by crop. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Louisiana 
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July 15, 2020 - most spring seeded crops 

Due to the pandemic, FSA has implemented acreage reporting flexibilities. FSA can work with 
producers to file timely acreage reports by phone, email, online tools and virtual meetings. 

FSA offices are using Microsoft Teams software to virtually meet with producers to review maps and 
documents for certification. Producers who want to schedule a virtual appointment can download 
the Microsoft Teams app on their smart phone or tablet and call the FSA office for an appointment. 
You can also use Microsoft Teams from your personal computer without downloading software. 

FSA county offices in Louisiana provided/will provide maps to producers along with instructions for 
completing and returning the maps through either mail, email or through commercially available free 
and secure online tools such as Box for file sharing and OneSpan for eSignature solutions. After 
planting is complete, producers must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the 
FSA office through mail, email or the Box and OneSpan tools by July 15. 

After completed maps and all acreage reporting information is received, FSA will make software 
updates and send producers the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign. Producers 
must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office through mail, email, or 
Box by July 15. 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must be 
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer has not timely filed an acreage report, the producer may file the acreage 
report within 30 days of the acreage reporting date. Because of the pandemic, late fees will 
be waived if filed within the 30 days. 

FSA is also providing additional flexibilities for producers to file on acres with failed crops or crops 
that were prevented from planting because of extreme weather events. For insured crops, 
producers who timely filed a prevented planted claim with the reinsurance company but filed a 
Notice of Loss (CCC-576) form after the deadline will be considered timely filed for FSA purposes. 
For uninsured crops, producers may start a Notice of Loss by calling their FSA county office. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

When producers are working with FSA staff – either in-person or virtually – they can also take care 
of applications for other FSA programs, including the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program. A 
CFAP Call Center is available for producers who would like additional one-on-one support with the 
CFAP application process. Please call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready 
to offer assistance. The CFAP Call Center can provide service to non-English speaking customers. 
Customers will select 1 for English and 2 to speak with a Spanish speaking employee. For other 
languages, customers select 1 and indicate their language to the Call Center staff. 

Applications can also be submitted for the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus for 2018 
and 2019 as well as other disaster assistance programs that may be able to assist producers at this 
time. 

For questions, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
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New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for 
farmers. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has 
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits 
for several loan products. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov 
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest 
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immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and 
feed everyone. 

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov. 

 
Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans 
Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help 
agricultural producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased 
the amount that producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and 
emergency loans. 

Key changes include: 

• The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed 
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help 
producers pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed, 
livestock feed, and more. 

• The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the 
Guaranteed Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. 
Farm ownership loans help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as 
improve and expand current operations. 

• Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000 
Operating Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000. 
Microloans provide flexible access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional 
farm operations. 

• Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA 
restructuring plan are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these 
producers were ineligible. 

• Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent 
guarantee against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent. 

About Farm Loans 

Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by 
FSA, while guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For 
guaranteed loans, FSA provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest. 

For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service 
center. 

 
Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to 
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance 
requested from FSA, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development 
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program 
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity.  

A service is any information, program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax 
or letter. 
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Changing Bank Accounts 
FSA program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In order to make timely 
payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank 
information is changed for whatever reason (such as your financial institution merging or being 
purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing 
numbers. 

For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for 
crop year 2019 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t 
paid until 2020. If the bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an 
entity or partnership before the payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as 
possible to claim your payment. 

 
Current Interest Rates for July 

• Farm Operating Loans — Direct 1.375% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 2.250% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher — 1.50% 
• Emergency Loans —  2.375% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) — 0.250% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) —  0.375% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) — 0.500% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) — 0.750% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 0.875% 
• Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 1.000% 
• Commodity Loans — 1.125% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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