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From the Desk of the State Executive Director

e FSAis continually evaluating how we can deliver our programs in a manner
that is meaningful to the farmers and ranchers we serve. We are dedicated



to improving customer service and to building equity into the fabric of our
work as an agency. FSA is putting changes in place to make our programs
more accessible and inclusive, and institutionalizing these changes so we
can build on them in a lasting way to better serve all for generations to
come.

e This extension of the current Farm Bill — parts of which originally expired on
Sept. 30, 2023 - allows producers to have more certainty and stability
while negotiations for the omnibus, multiyear law to continue. The
extension enables the continuation of programs, including safety-net,
price support and conservation programs available through USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA).

o USDA offers free interpretation services for Farm Service Agency and
Natural Resources Conservation Service assistance at your local USDA
Service Center. Customers tell us their preferred language, and the USDA
team member will call an interpreter to get the discussion started. Farmers
can find their local Service Center at farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

e Producers can access their FSA farm records, maps, and common land
units through the farmers.gov customer portal. The portal allows
producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view
other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries within farm
records mapping. Producers can view, print and label their maps for
acreage reporting purposes. Level 2 eAuthentication or login.gov access
thatis linked to a USDA Business Partner customer record is required to
use the portal.

USDA Announces August 14 Application Deadline for Emergency Relief
Program Assistance for Commodity and Specialty Crop Producers Impacted
by 2022 Natural Disasters

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the deadline for
commodity and specialty crop producers to apply for the Emergency Relief
Program (ERP) for 2022 natural disaster losses is Aug. 14, 2024. USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) began accepting ERP 2022 applications in October 2023.
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“If natural disasters impacted your farm or ranch in 2022, there’s still time to
submit your application for Emergency Relief Program assistance,” said Mark
Gibbons, FSA State Executive Director for Utah. “Don’t delay. Gather up your
documents and contact your local FSA office to complete the application
process.”

Background

Through the Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328)
Congress allocated $3.2 billion in funding to cover an estimated $10 billion in
uncovered crop losses.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying
calendar year 2022 natural disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods,
derechos, excessive heat, tornadoes, winter storms, freeze (including a polar
vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought and related
conditions.

ERP 2022 Application Process - Track 1

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for
eligible crop producers who received indemnities through these risk management
programs.

In fall 2023, FSA began issuing pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to
producers who had crop insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA.
Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to
receive an ERP 2022 Track 1 payment.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist producers
who suffered an eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year
disaster events when compared with revenue in a benchmark year using revenue
information that is readily available from most tax records.

In cases where revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal year’s revenue,
Track 2 provides an alternative method for establishing revenue. Likewise, Track 2
affords producers of crops that are used within an operation and do not generate
revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue for the



purpose of applying for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit
tax records to FSA unless requested by the County Committee if required for an
FSA compliance spot check.

Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find
the following documents useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018,
2019, 2022 and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose
eligible losses were not covered by crop insurance or NAP, including revenue
losses too small (shallow loss) to be covered by crop insurance.

It’s important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP
2022 assistance under one or both tracks (ERP 2022 Track 1 and Track 2). To avoid
duplicative benefits, if a producer applies for both tracks, the Track 2 payment
calculation will take into account any payments received through Track 1.

Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file
with FSA within 60 days of the Aug. 14 application deadline. If not already on file,
producers can update, complete and submit required forms to FSA by Tuesday,
Oct. 15, 2024.

Required forms:
e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment
Limitation for Certain Programs (if applicable).

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and
Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2022
program year.



o o0 Note: Currently, there is a Federal court injunction that prohibits
USDA from “making or increasing payments, or providing any
additional relief, based on its ‘socially disadvantaged farmer or
rancher’designation” under ERP 2022. This may impact certain
payments.

e Anhighly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and
wetland conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land
Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the
ERP producer and applicable affiliates.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA
programs, will likely have these required forms on file. However, those who are
uncertain or want to confirm the status of their forms can contact their local FSA
county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or
NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available
crop years as determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at the
60/100 coverage level or higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage
level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information

ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on
FSA’s Emergency Relief webpage, inthe ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets
and through the FSA at your local USDA Service Center.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

USDA and FarmRaise Launch Additional Online Disaster Assistance Decision
Tool for Livestock, Honey Bee and Farm-Raised Fish Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, in partnership with FarmRaise, today
launched a new, online Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and
Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) Decision Tool. The USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) tool is designed to assist agricultural producers who have been impacted by
natural disasters access available program support. This ELAP Decision Tool, a
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component of a broader disaster assistance program educational module, further
expands the library of online FSA disaster and farm loan program reference
resources and decision aids currently available to agricultural producers on the
FarmRaise FSA educational hub. The Decision Tool is a resource only and is not

an application for benefits or a determination of eligibility.

ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster assistance
programs. The program provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of
livestock, honey bee, and farm-raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse
weather or loss condition, including drought, blizzards, disease, water shortages
and wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and
feed to livestock and hauling livestock to grazing acres due to an eligible loss
condition. ELAP also covers certain mortality losses, due to an eligible condition,
for livestock including honey bees and farm-raised fish as well as honey bee hive
losses.

New FarmRaise Tools and Resources

FarmRaise, in partnership with FSA, recently launched their online, educational
hub —the FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub — comprised of videos, tools and
interactive resources that enable USDA cooperators and agricultural producers to
learn about and access major FSA programs.

A new addition to the hub, the ELAP Decision Tool helps eligible producers
impacted by qualifying natural disasters and other eligible causes of loss better
understand program eligibility and application requirements, learn about record-
keeping and supporting loss documentation requirements and track the steps
needed before applying for program benefits. The document generated by the
ELAP Decision Tool can be used to support the ELAP application process, butitis
not a program application. Producers will need to complete and submit the ELAP
Application to their local FSA county office. Upon request, applicants may be
asked to provide additional supporting documentation per the program
requirements.

Through use of the ELAP Decision Tool, producers can segment by loss type
(honey bee, farm-raised fish and livestock). This enables easier navigation, as
guided by the tool, to assistance available to meet specific disaster recovery
needs. After entering the type of loss, identifying the loss condition and entering
their inventory and loss information, producers are guided through a worksheet
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that helps identify required loss documentation — documentation (i.e., pictures,
receipts, truck logs, etc.) that can be uploaded through the ELAP tool and sent
directly to the producer’s local FSA county office, or producers can provide a copy
of the tool-generated worksheet summary document when they visit their local
FSA county office to complete and submit the required ELAP application.

Additional FarmRaise Resources

The previously announced Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool, also
available through the FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub, assists livestock
producers who suffered losses from eligible adverse weather events and other
causes of loss as well as cooperators who are helping disaster-impacted
livestock producers navigate available federal disaster assistance programs. The
LIP Decision Tool gives producers guidance on what is heeded to gather and
submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of time needed to
complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver much-
needed assistance faster. Using the LIP Decision Tool is nhot an application for
benefits or a determination of eligibility.

In addition to the new ELAP Decision Tool and the LIP Decision Tool, the
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub offers several, easily navigated farm loan
programs how-to videos designed to introduce producers to FSA’s many farm loan
programs options and guide them through the application process.

More FSA program resources and tools will continue to be added to the
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub. Cooperators and agricultural producers are
encouraged to visit the FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub often to access all
available educational resources.

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with Real Estate
Security

Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm
Service Agency (FSA) direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining
loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain prior consent or approval from FSA or the
guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real estate security. These
transactions include, but are not limited to:
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e Leases of anykind

¢ Easements of any kind
e Subordinations

o Partialreleases

o Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory
note, and other security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which
could jeopardize your current and future loans.

Itis critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA
loan staff or guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For
more information on borrower responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan
Compass.

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit Specialty Crop and
Diversified Producers

Free basic coverage available for new and underserved loan applicants

Producers who apply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans will be offered the
opportunity to enroll in the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP).
NAP is available to producers who grow noninsurable crops and is especially
important to fruit, vegetable, and other specialty crop growers.

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans
could qualify for basic loss coverage at no cost.

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop
losses that exceed 50 percent of production. Covered “specialty” crops include
vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf
grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows
beginning, underserved or limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up
to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also apply for FSA
credit.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvmm0dj30.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me%2FL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252FAssets%252FUSDA-FSA-Public%252Fusdafiles%252FFarm-Loan-Programs%252Fpdfs%252Floan-servicing%252Ffsa_farm_%252520loan_compass.pdf%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019109716e94-02b0c645-1e75-4cbe-b83e-dde5920c6494-000000%2FctWFgqij8CXySrqyOWjKWTfhwZg%3D385&data=05%7C02%7CBrian.Turner2%40usda.gov%7Ce519bdab292746f43c8a08dcb1786a46%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638580377955917952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YZXBVAJmkmxnF93f%2FIwZEPumubKcrviqGPIph%2FO%2Fcjs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvmm0dj30.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me%2FL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252FAssets%252FUSDA-FSA-Public%252Fusdafiles%252FFarm-Loan-Programs%252Fpdfs%252Floan-servicing%252Ffsa_farm_%252520loan_compass.pdf%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019109716e94-02b0c645-1e75-4cbe-b83e-dde5920c6494-000000%2FctWFgqij8CXySrqyOWjKWTfhwZg%3D385&data=05%7C02%7CBrian.Turner2%40usda.gov%7Ce519bdab292746f43c8a08dcb1786a46%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638580377955917952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YZXBVAJmkmxnF93f%2FIwZEPumubKcrviqGPIph%2FO%2Fcjs%3D&reserved=0

Producers can also protect value-added production, such as organic or direct
market crops, at their fair market value in those markets. Targeted underserved
groups eligible for free or discounted coverage include American Indians or
Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other
Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women.

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating
loans and microloans that have a streamlined application process.

NAP coverage is not limited to FSA borrowers, beginning, limited resource, or
underserved farmers. Any producer who grows eligible NAP crops can purchase
coverage. To learn more, contact your local Parish USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/nap or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

USDA Expands Funding Opportunities for Specialty Crop Growers to Help
Offset On-Farm Food Safety Expenses for 2024 and 2025

The U.S. Department of e N F
Agriculture (USDA) is cod "
expanding the Food Safety =3

: W ?\-. S :‘7 R ;!.‘f/,;f_
P .Agﬁ‘ L e

sized businesses in addition to small businesses. Eligible specialty crop growers

Certification for Specialty
Crops (FSCSC) program
to now include medium-

can apply for assistance for expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food
safety certification. The program has also been expanded to include assistance
for 2024 and 2025 expenses. Producers can apply for assistance on their calendar
year 2024 expenses beginning July 1, 2024, through Jan. 31, 2025. For program
year 2025, the application period will be Jan. 1, 2025, through Jan. 31, 2026.

Program Details

FSCSC assists specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety
certification and expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety. FSCSC
covers a percentage of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or
renewing its certification, as well as a portion of related expenses.
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Eligible FSCSC applicants must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition
of a small or medium-size business and have paid eligible expenses related to
certification.

¢ Asmall business has an average annual monetary value of specialty crops
sold by the applicant during the three-year period preceding the program
year of no more than $500,000.

¢ A medium size business has an average annual monetary value of
specialty crops the applicant sold during the three-year period preceding
the program year of at least $500,001 but no more than $1,000,000.

Specialty crop operations can receive the following cost assistance:
¢ Developing afood safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
¢ Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.
¢ Food safety certification.
e Certification upload fees.
¢ Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.
e Training

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each eligible cost category.
Details about payment rates and limitations are available at farmers.gov/food-
safety.

Applying for Assistance

Interested applicants have until Jan. 31, 2025, to apply for assistance for 2024
eligible expenses. FSA will issue payments as applications are processed and
approved. For program year 2025, the application period will be January 1, 2025,
through January 31, 2026. FSA will issue 50% of the calculated payment for
program year 2025 following application approval, with the remaining amount to
be paid after the application deadline. If calculated payments exceed the amount
of available funding, payments will be prorated.

Specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888-1, Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) for Program Years 2024 and
2025 application. The application, along with the AD-2047, Customer Data
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Worksheet and SF-3881, ACH Vendor/Miscellaneous Payment Enrollment Form,
if not already on file with FSA, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA
Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means.
Alternatively, producers with an eAuthentication account can apply for FSCSC
online. Producers interested in creating an eAuthentication account should visit
farmers.gov/sign-in.

Specialty crop producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a FSA
employee ready to assist. Visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program
details, eligibility information and forms needed to apply.

More Information

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA
Service Center. Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as

manage farm loans and view other farm records data and customer information
by logging into their farmers.gov account. Producers without an account can sign

up today.

FSA’s Customer Kiosks now available nationwide

New Customer Kiosks will

make your county office
visits quicker and

: INTRODUCING
easier. The new customer FARM SERVICE AGENCY'S
kiosks from USDA’s Farm CUSTOMER KIOSK

Service Agency are now

available at every county
office nationwide. These kiosks help to streamline your visit to your local county
office and easily access a variety of features such as signing FSA documents,
utilizing the Loan Assistance Tool, browsing USDA programs, accessing the
internet, accessing necessary personal information, and signing up for a
Login.gov account, which provides access to farmers.gov level two features and

other USDA and U.S. Government web resources. Future kiosk functionality
enhancements include a customer check-in application, self-service option for
FSA program applications and documents, financial inquiries and more.
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Nominations Open for the 2024 County Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) is now
accepting nominations for county committee members and encourages all
farmers, ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part in the Richland
Parish Committee election nomination process.

Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for members.
LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county
jurisdiction. For Richland Parish, elections will take place in LAA #1, which
consists of located in the most northeast portion of the parish bordered by
Morehouse, West Carroll, East Carroll, and Franklin Parishes. From the NW
portion of the LAA, follow Boeuf River south until the intersection of HWY-852,
then straight SE to the intersection of HWY 80 and HWY-583, then east on HWY-
80 to the intersection of Big Creek, then follow Big Creek south to the parish
line. Customers can identify which LAA they or their farming or ranching
operation is in by using our GIS locator tool available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

County committee members make important decisions about how Federal farm
programs are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2024 election
must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2024.

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program and
reside in the LAA thatis up for election this year, may be nominated for candidacy
for the county committee. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided
information about their farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not
applied or received program benefits.

Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may
also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women, and
beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community
serve on FSA county committees. The committees are made up of 3to 11
members who serve three-year terms. Committee members are vital to how FSA
carries out disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price
support programs, county office employment and other agricultural issues.

For more information on FSA county committee elections, including fact sheets,
nomination forms and FAQs, visit fsa.usda.gov/elections.
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Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or
continue an agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are
available.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA
has provided priority funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been
subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as
members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility
requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Important Dates

Jan. 15 - Nov. 30: Grazing Period for Full Season, Mixed: Both SSG and NSG
Annual Reporting Date is (ARD) Nov. 15

Dec. 1 - May 1: Grazing Period for Full Season, Annual: Ryegrass and Small
Grains Annual Reporting Date is (ARD) Nov. 15

Feb. 15 - Nov. 30: Grazing Period for Full Season, Perennial: Both Improved and
Native Annual Reporting Date is (ARP)

Aug. 1: Deadline to submit the County Committee Nominations

Aug. 14: Application Deadline for ERP 2022

Louisiana FSA State Office




3737 Government Street
Alexandria, LA 70508

Phone: 318-473-7721
Fax: 1-844-325-6942

Ronald C. Guidry, Jr.
State Executive Director

Terrick Boley
Farm Loan Program Chief

LOUISIANA STATE FSA COMMITTEE

Julie Baker-Richard-Chairperson
Brian Guidry-Member

Monica Hernandez-Member
Kristy Jones-Member

Willis Nelson-Member

Christine Normand
Administrative Officer

DeWanna Pitman
Farm Program Chief

The STC is scheduled to meet the
second Tuesday of each month at the LA
State Office, 3737 Government Street,
Alexandria, LA 71302 unless the meeting

is conducted virtually. Anyone wishing
to attend should verify the meeting will
take place as scheduled, by calling
318/473-7721.
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