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From the Desk of the State Executive Director

When natural disasters strike, USDA is here to help. USDA offers technical and
financial assistance to help producers recover from droughts, hurricanes, wildfires,
winter storms and more. USDA encourages farmers and ranchers to contact their
local FSA office to timely report losses and learn which documents can help the
local office expedite assistance, such as farm records, receipts and pictures of
damages or losses. Local USDA service centers can be found at farmers.gov.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended
uses. Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses,
including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of
program benefits. Acreage reporting deadlines vary by county and by

crop. Producers can contact their FSA county office for acreage reporting
deadlines that are specific to their county. FSA also has options for producers with


https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

login access to farmers.gov including several features that can help expedite
acreage reporting, such as the ability to view, print and label maps.

Nominations Open June 17th for the 2024 County
Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county
committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow
grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair
and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members
are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a
local decision-making and farm program delivery process.

All nomination forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or received in the local
USDA Service Center by Aug. 1, 2024. For more information on FSA county committee
elections, including fact sheets, nomination forms and FAQs, visit fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Register for a free June 24 webinar on Tax
Strategies for Discrimination Financial Assistance
Program (DFAP)

Financial assistance provided by USDA'’s Discrimination Financial Assistance Program
(DFAP) is taxable, and producers will need to report the assistance as gross income
during next year’s filing season. Join experts Guido van der Hoeven and JC Hobbs as
they discuss strategies for dealing with the tax liabilities that DFAP recipients may
encounter.

e Jun. 24,2024
e 1pm Eastern

o Regqister Here

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage

If you're enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs, you must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and
water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC
contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound
agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance
problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to
terminate your contract for the program year.
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USDA Now Accepting Applications for Available
Funds to Help Cover Organic Certification Costs

Through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) will cover up to 75% of organic certification costs at a maximum of $750 per
certification category. FSA is now accepting applications, and organic producers and
handlers should apply for OCCSP by the Oct. 31, 2024, deadline for eligible expenses
incurred from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024. FSA will issue payments as applications are
received and approved.

OCCSP was part of a broader organic announcement made by Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack on May 15, 2024, which also included the Organic Market Development Grant
program and Organic Transition Initiative.

Eligible Applicants, Expenses and Categories

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of organic agricultural
commodities for expenses incurred obtaining or maintaining organic certification under
USDA'’s National Organic Program. Eligible OCCSP applicants include any certified
organic producers or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-
accredited certifying agent.

Cost share assistance covers expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees
related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, inspector travel
expenses, user fees, sales assessments and postage. OCCSP pays a maximum of $750
per certification category for crops, wild crops, livestock, processing/handling, and state
organic program fees (California only).

How to Apply

To apply, producers and handlers should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center
and be prepared to provide documentation of organic certification and eligible expenses.
OCCSP applications can also be submitted through participating state departments of
agriculture. For more information, visit the OCCSP webpage.

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer
OCCSP. FSA posted a funding opportunity summary on grants.gov and will electronically
mail the Notice of Funding Opportunity to all eligible state departments of agriculture.
Applications are due July 12, 2024.

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state
department of agriculture and FSA county offices in that state will accept OCCSP
applications and make payments to eligible certified operations. Producers or handlers
can receive OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the participating state department of
agriculture but not both.

More Information
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USDA offers other assistance for organic producers, including the Organic Transition
Initiative (OTI), which includes direct farmer assistance for organic production and
processing and conservation. For more information on organic agriculture, visit
farmers.gov/organic.

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service
Center. Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm
loans and view other farm records data and customer information by logging into their
farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today.

USDA and FarmRaise Launch Additional Online
Disaster Assistance Decision Tool for Livestock,
Honey Bee and Farm-Raised Fish Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, in partnership with
FarmRaise, today launched a new, online Emergency
Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish
Program (ELAP) Decision Tool. The USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) tool is designed to assist agricultural
producers who have been impacted by natural disasters
access available program support. This ELAP Decision
Tool, a component of a broader disaster assistance program
educational module, further expands the library of online FSA disaster and farm loan
program reference resources and decision aids currently available to agricultural
producers on the FarmRaise FSA educational hub. The Decision Tool is a resource only
and is not an application for benefits or a determination of eligibility.

ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster assistance
programs. The program provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock,
honey bee, and farm-raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss
condition, including drought, blizzards, disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP
covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling
livestock to grazing acres due to an eligible loss condition. ELAP also covers certain
mortality losses, due to an eligible condition, for livestock including honey bees and farm-
raised fish as well as honey bee hive losses.

New FarmRaise Tools and Resources

FarmRaise, in partnership with FSA, recently launched their online, educational hub — the
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub — comprised of videos, tools and interactive resources
that enable USDA cooperators and agricultural producers to learn about and access major
FSA programs.

A new addition to the hub, the ELAP Decision Tool helps eligible producers impacted by
qualifying natural disasters and other eligible causes of loss better understand program
eligibility and application requirements, learn about record-keeping and supporting loss
documentation requirements and track the steps needed before applying for program
benefits. The document generated by the ELAP Decision Tool can be used to support the
ELAP application process, but it is not a program application. Producers will need to
complete and submit the ELAP Application to their local FSA county office. Upon request,
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applicants may be asked to provide additional supporting documentation per the program
requirements.

Through use of the ELAP Decision Tool, producers can segment by loss type (honey bee,
farm-raised fish and livestock). This enables easier navigation, as guided by the tool, to
assistance available to meet specific disaster recovery needs. After entering the type of
loss, identifying the loss condition and entering their inventory and loss information,
producers are guided through a worksheet that helps identify required loss documentation
— documentation (i.e., pictures, receipts, truck logs, etc.) that can be uploaded through
the ELAP tool and sent directly to the producer’s local FSA county office, or producers can
provide a copy of the tool-generated worksheet summary document when they visit their
local FSA county office to complete and submit the required ELAP application.

Additional FarmRaise Resources

The previously announced Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool, also
available through the FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub, assists livestock producers who
suffered losses from eligible adverse weather events and other causes of loss as well as
cooperators who are helping disaster-impacted livestock producers navigate available
federal disaster assistance programs. The LIP Decision Tool gives producers guidance on
what is needed to gather and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of
time needed to complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver
much-needed assistance faster. Using the LIP Decision Tool is not an application for
benefits or a determination of eligibility.

In addition to the new ELAP Decision Tool and the LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise |
FSA Educational Hub offers several, easily navigated farm loan programs how-to videos
designed to introduce producers to FSA’s many farm loan programs options and guide
them through the application process.

More FSA program resources and tools will continue to be added to the FarmRaise | FSA
Educational Hub. Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub often to access all available educational resources.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires | // =7
Federal agencies to consider all potential environmental ff{ 2 o

impacts for federally funded projects before the project is
approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an
environmental review must be completed before actions are
approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance.
These programs include, but are not limited to, the :
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program
and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding
the Stafford Act and emergencies, it's important to wait until you receive written approval
of your project proposal before starting any actions.
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Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact
your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed
timely.

USDA Now Accepting Farm Loan Payments Online

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced today that most farm loan
borrowers will soon be able to make payments to their direct loans online through the Pay
My Loan feature on farmers.gov in early February. Pay My Loan is part of a broader effort
by USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) to streamline its processes, especially for
producers who may have limited time during the planting or harvest seasons to visit a
local FSA office; modernize and improve customer service; provide additional customer
self-service tools; and expand credit access to assist more producers.

On average, local USDA Service Centers process more than 225,000 farm loan payments
each year. Pay My Loan gives most borrowers an online repayment option and relieves
them from needing to call, mail, or visit a Service Center to pay their loan installment.
Farm loan payments can now be made at the borrower’s convenience, on their schedule
and outside of FSA office hours.

Pay My Loan also provides time savings for FSA’s farm loan employees by minimizing

manual payment processing activities. This new service for producers means that farm
loan employees will have more time to focus on reviewing and processing new loans or
servicing requests.

The Pay My Loan feature can be accessed at farmers.gov/loans. To use the payment
feature, producers must establish a USDA customer account and a USDA Level 2
eAuthentication (“eAuth”) account or a Login.gov account. This initial release only allows
individuals with loans to make online payments. For now, borrowers with jointly payable
checks will need to continue to make loan payments through their local office.

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate the Farm Loan
Program customer-facing business process. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a
direct loan application annually, FSA has made various improvements including:

e The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is paperless
and provides helpful features including an electronic signature option, the ability to
attach supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a balance sheet, and
build a farm operating plan.

e The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online, step-
by-step guide to identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit for their
business needs and to understanding the application process.

e A simplified direct loan paper application, which reduced loan applications by more
than half, from 29 pages to 13 pages.
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Applying for NAP Payments

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops
unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture,
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes
native grass for grazing), among others.

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable
deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee.
Application closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an
acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide:

e The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an
interest during the crop year

e The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable,
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended

e Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops
could see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the
approved yield.

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This
must be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when
losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops
and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss
becomes apparent.

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice
of Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the
crop year for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal
information. Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the crop
was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your Parish USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Current Interest Rates for June

Interest rates for Operating and Ownership loans for June 2024 are as follows:

e Farm Operating Loans (Direct): 5.375%
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e Farm Ownership Loans (Direct): 5.625%

e Farm Ownership Loans (Direct, Joint Financing): 3.625%

e Farm Ownership Loans (Down Payment): 1.625%

e Emergency Loan (Amount of Actual Loss): 3.750%

e Commodity Loans (less than one year disbursed):6.125%.

e Farm Storage Facility Loans:

o

o

o

o

o

Three-year loan terms: 4.750%
Five-year loan terms: 4.500%
Seven-year loan terms: 4.500%
Ten-year loan terms: 4.500%
Twelve-year loan terms: 4.625%

Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 years): 4.750%

Important Dates

Jan. 15 - Nov. 30: Grazing Period for Full Season, Mixed: Both SSG and NSG Annual
Reporting Date is (ARD) Nov. 15

Dec. 1 - May 1: Grazing Period for Full Season, Annual: Ryegrass and Small Grains
Annual Reporting Date is (ARD) Nov. 15

Feb. 15 - Nov. 30: Grazing Period for Full Season, Perennial: Both Improved and Native
Annual Reporting Date is (ARP) Jul.15

Jun. 28: Grassland CRP signup deadline.

Jul. 12: Signup for EFRP drought deadline.

Jul. 15: Acreage reporting deadline for most spring seeded crops and Conservation

Jul. 31: deadline for continuous CRP signup end date

Aug. 1: Last day to request a Farm Reconstitution

Louisiana FSA State Office

3737 Government Street
Alexandria, LA 70508

Phone: 318-473-7721
Fax: 1-844-325-6942
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Ronald C. Guidry, Jr.
State Executive Director

Ronald.Guidry@usda.gov

Terrick Boley
Farm Loan Program Chief

terrick.boley@usda.gov

LOUISIANA STATE FSA COMMITTEE

Julie Baker-Richard-Chairperson
Brian Guidry-Member

Monica Hernandez-Member
Kristy Jones-Member

Willis Nelson-Member

Christine Normand
Administrative Officer

christine.normand@usda.gov

DeWanna Pitman
Farm Program Chief
dewanna.pitman@usda.qgov

The STC is scheduled to meet the second
Tuesday of each month at the LA State
Office, 3737 Government Street, Alexandria,
LA 71302 unless the meeting is conducted
virtually. Anyone wishing to attend should
verify the meeting will take place as
scheduled, by calling 318/473-7721.
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