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FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enroliment
Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will
improve environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish
valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife
habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject
to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted
provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels
do not exceed the statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local County USDA
Service Center at or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.
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USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance
their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can
help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to
borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best
fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals,
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These
guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking
the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan
information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with
an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process
transactions, and manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My
Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history,
payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that
can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov.

Funding available for Conservation Innovation
Grants in Maine

Up to $250,000 in Federal grant funding is available in Maine for the development of
innovative conservation approaches and technologies through the USDA-administered
Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) program. Grant proposals are due by May 27, 2022.
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Complete information on this opportunity can be found online at: USDA-NRCS-ME-CIG-22-
NOFO00001177

Funded through USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), CIG helps
stimulate the development and adoption of innovative conservation approaches and
technologies in conjunction with agricultural production. CIG projects are expected to lead to
the transfer of conservation technologies, management systems, and innovative approaches
(such as market-based systems) to agricultural producers, into government technical manuals
and guides, or to the private sector. NRCS-Maine is particularly interested in proposals that
will explore new conservation practice applications, inform improvements or evaluate efficacy
of existing practices, and/or expand adoption of conservation practices offered in NRCS
financial assistance programs.

CIG generally funds pilot projects, field demonstrations, and on-farm conservation research.
This year’s state priorities for USDA-NRCS-ME-CIG-22-NOFO0001177 are:

Forestry Aquatic Organism Conservation Soil Health Pollinator Conservation Irrigation
and Natural Soil Moisture Management Applications must be submitted electronically
through Grants.gov . For those new to the Grants.gov system, there are several preliminary
steps required before an application can be submitted. To register in the grants.gov system,
go to www.grants.gov, click on “Applicants”, then click on “Get Registered.” All non-Federal
entities and individuals are invited to apply. The CIG requires applicants to supply at least a
50-50 match.

Visit the NRCS Conservation Innovation Grants site for more details on CIGs.

USDA Reminds Maine Producers to File Crop
Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers in Maine who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after
planting should make an appointment with their Farm Service Agency (FSA) office before the
applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Maine:

Fall-Seeded Small Grains December 15

Apples, Blueberries January 15

All other crops, Perennial Forage--* July 15
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Farm Service Agency staff at your local USDA Service Center can help by providing you with
maps and acreage reporting deadlines by crop for your county. .

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other
digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited
visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment.

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e Irrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice
of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and
USDA'’s Risk Management Agency.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

More Information

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.
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Ask the Expert: A Farm Operating Loan Q&A with
Jack Carlile

In this Ask the Expert, Jack Carlile, Farm Loan Manager for the USDA Farm Service Agency
(FSA), answers questions about farm operating loans and when producers should apply in
order to secure funds for the current crop year.

As the Farm Loan Manager for the Cherokee County Service Center, Jack is responsible for
managing the loan making and loan servicing activities for five counties in northeast
Oklahoma. His office provides services for over 650 farm loan customers. Jack was raised on
a cross bred cow/calf operation that his grandparents started. Over the years, each generation
has added to the operation by purchasing additional pasture. The operation also grows and
bales their own hay. Jack’s agriculture background and degree in agriculture economics from
Oklahoma State University help him better understand the financing needs of his producers.

Who can apply for FSA Farm Loans?

Anyone can apply for FSA’s loan programs. Applications will be considered on basic eligibility
requirements. To apply for a loan, you must meet the following general eligibility requirements
including:

e Be a U.S. citizen or qualified alien.

e Operator of a family farm or ranch.

e Have a satisfactory credit history.

e Unable to obtain credit elsewhere at reasonable rates and terms to meet actual needs.

e Not be delinquent on any federal debts.

What can | purchase with operating loans?

Farm Operating Loans are traditionally used for purchasing capital items such as farm
machinery, equipment, or livestock. Loan funds can also be used to help pay typical
operating expenses for farming and ranching operations. For example, a rancher may use an
operating loan to purchase forage for his cattle to feed them through the winter or a row crop
producer may use an operating loan for paying for inputs like seed or fertilizer.

What is the maximum loan amount and terms?

The maximum loan amount for a Direct Farm Operating Loan is $400,000. Direct loans are
made and serviced by FSA.

Producers can also apply for Guaranteed Operating Loans that are made by your commercial
lender, and guaranteed against loss by FSA. The maximum loan amount for a Guaranteed
Farm Operating Loan is $1,825,000. Loan terms for operating loans range from one to seven
years.

How do | apply?

If you're interested in applying for a farm loan, you can pick up an application by visiting your
local FSA office. Visit farmers.gov to find the USDA Service Center nearest you.
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When applying for a loan, you will need a business plan, which must include:

e Your mission, vision, and goals for your farm or ranch.
e Your current assets and liabilities.

e Marketing Plan (what your operation will produce and where you will market and sell
your products.)

e Whether the amount of income your operation generates will be enough to pay your
business and family living expenses.

When should | apply for an operating loan?

| would recommend beginning the application process a few months in advance of needing
the funds to allow time for the request to be processed, and for any necessary security checks
and searches to be completed. That allows time for the funds to be available for your use
when most needed.

Where can | find more information?

To learn more about FSA loans visit farmers.gov/loans or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. Fact
sheets and application packages are also available at your USDA Service Center. To learn
more about other types of FSA loans or to find the right loan for your operation, use the Farm
Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/loans/farm-loan-discovery-tool

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage

If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs, you must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and
water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC
contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound
agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem
on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate
your contract for the program year.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in any
meeting/event/function should contact Mary Anne Coffin at 207-990-9140 or Federal Relay
Service at 1-800-877-8339.

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other
digital tools. Because of the pandemic, USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors with
masks. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment.
Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response and relief for producers can be
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.
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Website: Website: www.me.nrcs.usda.gov



mailto:sherry.hamel@usda.gov
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/me
mailto:matt.walker@usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.me.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cad27ee8e732a447203ad08da26a942e9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637864805657387425%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AvXoCH4dmYCylJ5%2FNU%2BGLnMi5mnJWjpAPZ2ms4GKJII%3D&reserved=0

	In This Issue:
	FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers
	Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their Operation
	Funding available for Conservation Innovation Grants in Maine
	USDA Reminds Maine Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports
	Ask the Expert: A Farm Operating Loan Q&A with Jack Carlile
	Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage
	Maine /USDA Service Center

