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USDA to Provide Agricultural
Credit Training, Expand
Opportunities for Farmer
Veterans and Beginning
Farmers

USDA announced a partnership with the Farmer
Veteran Coalition (FVC) to conduct agricultural
credit training sessions in the Midwest for military
veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers.
States under consideration to host the workshops
include lowa, lllinois, Indiana, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, and Nebraska.

These workshops will provide individuals
interested in farming as a career, including military
veterans, with methods to improve business
planning and financial skills, and improve
understanding of the risk management tools that
can help small farm operations.

Other partners include Niman Ranch a community
network of more than 700 independent family
farmers and ranchers, and the Farm Credit
Council and the Farm Credit System, which
provides loans, leases and financial services to
farmers, ranchers and rural businesses across the
United States. The workshops will also include
assistance with credit applications and
introductions to local or regional food markets.

To learn more about veterans in agriculture, visit
www.usda.gov/veterans. Visit
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www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to learn more about FSA's
farm loan programs. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. More information also is
available from the Farmer Veteran Coalition at www.farmvetco.org.

2016 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit your
local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Maryland:

Reporting Date Crop
December 15, 2015 Fall Forage Seeding, Perennial Forage, Fall-Seeded Small Grains
January 15, 2016 Apples, Peaches

May 15, 2016 Spring Forage Seeding, Peas (Green only), Potatoes
June 15, 2016 Tomatoes
July 15, 2016 Beans (Limas only), Cucumbers (Planted 4/20-6/25 in Caroline,
Dorchester, Kent, and Talbot Counties), All Other Crops
August 15, 2016 Beans (all types except Limas), Cucumbers (Planted 6/26-8/10 in

Caroline, Dorchester, Kent, and Talbot Counties)

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

green manure,” “left

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local county FSA
office.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address or zip
code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. Changes in
your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office
as well. Producers patrticipating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in
their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating
Plan.

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.
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Farm Reconstitutions

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the
farming operation.

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon.

Estate Method

The division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method

May be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two
or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or
ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred
to two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at least
three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method

The division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract relates to the
DCP cropland on the parent tract;

Default Method

The division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract level
when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services

Local Offices Issue Receipts for Services

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to customers
who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs.

As part of FSA’s mission to provide enhanced customer service, producers who visit FSA will receive
documentation of services requested and provided. From December through June, FSA issued more
than 327,000 electronic receipts.

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance requested
from FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development (RD).
Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program and/or loan
assistance provided to an individual or entity.

In some cases, a form or document — such as a completed and signed program enroliment form —
serves as the customer receipt instead of a printed or electronic receipt. A service is any information,
program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.

To learn more about FSA, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.
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Producers are Reminded to Complete NASS Crop Surveys

The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Field Offices are currently completing 2015 small
grain yield surveys and will contact growers in December to complete row crop yield surveys. If you are
one of the producers contacted to complete a 2015 yield survey, we encourage your participation and
cooperation as many USDA agencies including the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management
Agency (RMA) use the NASS vyield data for their programs.

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, conservation, disaster programs, loan and commaodity
programs. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, FSA uses the NASS county yield data to calculate Agriculture Risk
Coverage — County (ARC-CO) benchmark revenues and current year county revenues. For example,
the 2014 NASS county yield, along with the crop’s marketing year average price (MYA), are used to
determine the county’s current year revenue to determine if the county will trigger an ARC-CO payment.
An ARC-CO payment is triggered for a county when the current year revenue falls below the guarantee
revenue for the crop and crop year. In cases where NASS county yield data is not available, the FSA
State Committee must determine a county yield using RMA yield data or the best available yield data,
including assigning a county yield using neighboring county yields from NASS or RMA.

Any information that producers provide to NASS is kept confidential and protected by federal law. NASS
publishes only aggregate-level data, ensuring that no individual operation or producer can be identified.
All reports will be available at www.nass.usda.gov.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his
or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to
obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans.
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

e Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA
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e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA
Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Selected Interest Rates for
December 2015

Dates to Remember

90-Day Treasury Bill .125% Acreage reporting deadline for fall forage
Farm Operating Loans — Dec. 15 |seeding, perennial forage, fall-seeded small
Direct 23750/0 grains
g Dec. 31 |NAP application deadline for potatoes
F O hip L -
D?rgzt whership ~oans 3.75% NAP application deadline for early spring
- vegetables with a crop reporting date of
Earm %Wner?ahlp Loans — 1.50% Feb. 15 May 15. This includes but is not limited to:
|rept S ayment, IU70 ’ asparagus, broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage,
Beginning Farmer or Rancher greens, horseradish, kale, lettuce, onions,
Emergency Loans 3.375% peas and radishes
Farm Storage Facility Loans 5 Final day of general enroliment period for
(7 years) 20003 Fel. 20 the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Farm Storage Facility Loans NAP application deadline for all other yield
(10 years) 2.250% March 13 based crops
Farm Storage Facility Loans 2 3750
(12 years)
(Pjommodlty Loans 1996- 1.375%
resent

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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