October 2016

USDA
LOLA

NEWSLETTER

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

Livestock Forage Losses

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates

USDA Extends Margin Protection Program for Dairy Enrollment Deadline

Reporting Organic Crops

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program

Massachusetts FSA Newsletter

Massachusetts Farm
Service Agency

445 West Street
Ambherst, MA 01002
413-253-4500
www.fsa.usda.gov/ma

State Executive Director:
Jon Niedzielski

State Committee
James Larkin, Chair
Donald Leab

H. Michael Smolak, Jr.
Adrienne Mollor
Shelley Szawlowski-
SmiarowskKi

Please contact your local
FSA Office for questions

specific to your operation or

county at offices.usda.gov.

Livestock Forage Losses

Producers in Barnstable, Bristol, Essex, Franklin,
Hampden, Hampshire, Middlesex, Norfolk,
Plymouth, Suffolk, and Worcester Counties are
eligible to apply for 2016 Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on native
pasture and improved pasture.

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock
producers who suffer grazing losses for covered
livestock due to drought on privately owned or
cash leased land or fire on federally managed
land.

County committees can only accept LFP
applications after notification is received by the
National Office of qualifying drought or if a
federal agency prohibits producers from grazing
normal permitted livestock on federally managed
lands due to qualifying fire.

Eligible livestock producers must complete a
CCC-853 and the required supporting
documentation no later than January 30, 2017
for 2016 losses.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ma

Additional Information about LFP, including
eligible livestock and fire criteria, is available at
your local FSA office or online at;
www.fsa.usda.gov.

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility
requirements, all producers are encouraged to
visit their local FSA office to file an accurate crop
certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by
county so please contact your local FSA office
for a list of county-specific deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage
reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the
applicable acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later
than 15 calendar days after planting is
completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage
after the applicable acreage reporting
date, then the acreage must be reported
no later than 30 calendars days after
purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be
provided to the county office.

o If a perennial forage crop is reported with
the intended use of “cover only,” “green
manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then
the acreage must be reported by July
15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is
the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar
days before grazing or harvesting of the crop
begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and
crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA
office.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

USDA Extends Margin Protection Program for Dairy Enroliment
Deadline

USDA announced that it will extend the deadline for dairy producers to enroll in the Margin
Protection Program (MPP) for Dairy to Dec. 16, 2016, from the previous deadline of Sept. 30. This
voluntary dairy safety net program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial assistance
to participating dairy producers when the margin — the difference between the price of milk and feed
costs —falls below the coverage level selected by the producer. A USDA web tool, available at
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy producers to calculate levels of coverage available from
MPP based on price projections.

Reporting Organic Crops

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price
and selected the "organic” option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals

address

telephone number

effective date of certification

certificate number

list of commodities certified

name and address of certifying agent

a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer
Zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office,
visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program

FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are
unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA)
program.

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended
to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the
portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale.

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool
http://offices.usda.gov/

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for
the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the
disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine
eligibility.

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on
or before the final due date of the loan.

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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