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Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in Barnstable, Bristol, Essex, Franklin, 
Hampshire, Hampden, Middlesex, Norfolk, 
Plymouth, Suffolk and Worcester counties are 
eligible to apply for 2016 Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on small grain, 
native pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass, 
forage sorghum.  

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock 
producers who suffer grazing losses for covered 
livestock due to drought on privately owned or 
cash leased land or fire on federally managed 
land.  

County committees can only accept LFP 
applications after notification is received by the 
National Office of qualifying drought or if a federal 
agency prohibits producers from grazing normal 
permitted livestock on federally managed lands 
due to qualifying fire.  
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or county at 
offices.usda.gov. 

 
Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-
853 and the required supporting documentation no 
later than January 30, 2017 for 2016 losses.  

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible 
livestock and fire criteria, is available at your local 
FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Margin Protection Program for 
Dairy Enrollment Deadline is 
Dec. 16  
The deadline for dairy producers to enroll in the 
Margin Protection Program (MPP) for Dairy is Dec. 
16, 2016. This voluntary dairy safety net program, 
established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides 
financial assistance to participating dairy 
producers when the margin – the difference 
between the price of milk and feed costs – falls 
below the coverage level selected by the producer. 
A USDA web tool, available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy producers 
to calculate levels of coverage available from MPP 
based on price projections. 

 

 
USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Results  
More Than 800,000 Acres Selected Through Highly Competitive Application Rounds  

USDA announced the enrollment of more than 800,000 acres in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). Through CRP, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) helps farmers offset the costs of 
restoring, enhancing and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and trees that improve water quality, 
prevent soil erosion and strengthen wildlife habitat. Farmers’ participation in CRP continues to 
provide numerous benefits to our nation, including helping reduce emissions of harmful greenhouse 
gases and providing resiliency to future weather changes.  

A nationwide acreage limit was established for this program in the 2014 Farm Bill, capping the total 
number of acres that may be enrolled at 24 million for fiscal years 2017 and 2018. At the same time, 
USDA has experienced a record demand from farmers interested in participating in the voluntary 
program. As of March 2016, 23.8 million acres were enrolled in CRP, with 1.7 million acres set to 
expire this fall.  

Over three million acres have been offered for enrollment this year across the three main categories 
within CRP, with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) receiving over 26,000 offers to enroll more 
than 1.8 million acres during the general enrollment period, and over 4,600 offers to enroll more 
than one million acres in the new CRP Grasslands program. Coming off a record-setting 2015 
continuous enrollment of over 860,000 acres, more than 364,000 acres already have been accepted 
for 2016 in the CRP continuous enrollment, triple the pace of last year.  
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FSA will accept 411,000 acres in general enrollment, the most competitive selection in the history of 
the program, with the acreage providing record high conservation benefits. USDA selected offers by 
weighing environmental factors plus cost, including wildlife enhancement, water quality, soil erosion, 
enduring benefits, and air quality.  

The results of the first-ever enrollment period for CRP Grasslands, FSA will also accept 101,000 
acres in the program, providing participants with financial assistance for establishing approved 
grasses, trees and shrubs on pasture and rangeland that can continue to be grazed. More than 70 
percent of these acres are diverse native grasslands under threat of conversion, and more than 97 
percent of the acres have a new, veteran or underserved farmer or rancher as a primary producer. 
FSA continues to accept CRP Grasslands offers and will conduct another ranking period later this 
year.  

Participants in CRP establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved 
grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop 
wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. In return, FSA provides participants with 
rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years.  

To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation or contact 
a local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and 
Handling Equipment 
Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get Products 
to Market Quickly  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase 
portable storage and handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option 
with lower down payments, are designed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized 
producers, grow their businesses and markets.  

The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than 
$50,000 to qualify for a reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three 
years of production history. Farms of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is expected to be of 
particular benefit to smaller farms and specialty crop producers who may not have access to 
commercial storage or on-farm storage after harvest. These producers can invest in equipment like 
conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store commodities before delivering 
them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to 
apply.  

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage 
Facility Loan. Eligible commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and 
vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, rice, oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, 
chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts, barley, rye, hay, honey, hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat 
and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and renewable biomass. FSFL microloans can also 
be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest, before a commodity is placed in 
cold storage.  

To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a 
local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Double-Cropping 
Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee 
recommended changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.  

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and 
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a 
crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the 
county committee must be approved by the state committee.  

Double-cropping is approved in Massachusetts on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local 
FSA Office for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.  

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double 
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee.  

 
Emergency Conservation Program Assistance Available in 
Eligible Counties for Orchards and Vineyards 
The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) provides emergency funding and technical 
assistance to farmers to rehabilitate orchards and vineyards damaged by natural disasters and to 
implement emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought.  

The following counties are eligible for ECP assistance: Barnstable, Bristol, Essex, Franklin, 
Middlesex, Nantucket, Norfolk, Plymouth and Worcester counties.  

For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if 
untreated, would:  

• be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return theland to 
productive agricultural use  

• is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area  
• affect the productive capacity of the farmland  
• impair or endanger the land  

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of 
the eligible cost of restoration measures. No producer is eligible for more than $200,000 cost 
sharing per natural disaster occurrence. The following types of measures may be eligible:  

• removing debris from farmland  
• grading, shaping, or releveling severely damaged farmland  
• restoring permanent fences  
• restoring conservation structures and other similar installations  

Producers who suffered a loss from a natural disaster should contact their local FSA Office for ECP 
deadlines.  

To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met: 



• an application for cost-share assistance has been filed  
• the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an 

onsiteinspection of the damaged area  
• the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resource 

Conservation Service (NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include cubic 
yards of earthmoving, etc., required for rehabilitation  

For more information about ECP, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and 
service direct loans.  

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate.  

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.  

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a 
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and 
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan.  

 
Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the 
lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and 
interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating purposes.  

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.  

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.  

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.  
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 
 


	December 2016
	Massachusetts FSA Newsletter
	Massachusetts Farm Service Agency

	Livestock Forage Losses
	Margin Protection Program for Dairy Enrollment Deadline is Dec. 16 
	USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Results 
	USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and Handling Equipment
	Double-Cropping
	Emergency Conservation Program Assistance Available in Eligible Counties for Orchards and Vineyards
	Direct Loans
	Guaranteed Loan Program

