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Please contact your local

FSA Offers Disaster
Assistance for Qualifying
Tree, Bush and Vine Losses

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who
experience losses from natural disasters during
calendar year 2017 must submit a TAP
application either 90 calendar days after the
disaster event or the date when the loss is
apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural
Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster

program. TAP provides financial assistance to
qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers
to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes
and vines damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines
that produce an annual crop for commercial
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental,
fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced
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FSA Office for questions
specific to your operation or
county at offices.usda.gov.

for commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or
timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a
qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster.
The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have
been owned when the natural disaster occurred,;
however, eligible growers are not required to own
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and
vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible
trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within
12 months from the date the application is
approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres
planted to trees, bushes or vines, for which a
producer can receive TAP payments, cannot
exceed 500 acres annually.

FSAfarm+, FSA’'s Customer
Self-Service Portal

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new
tool to provide farmers with remote access to
their personal farm information using their home
computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view,
print or export their personal farm data all without
visiting an FSA county office.

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you
with secure access to view your personal FSA
data, such as base and yields, Conservation
Reserve Program data, other conservation
program acreage, Highly Erodible Land
Conservation and Wetland Conservation status
information, field boundaries, farm imagery,
name and address details, contact information
and membership interest and shares in the
operation. This data will be available in real time,
at no cost to the producer and allow operators
and owners to export and print farm records,
including maps. Producers also can electronically
share their data with a crop insurance agent from
their own personal computer.

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level
2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This
level of security ensures that personal
information is protected for each user. Level 2
access can be obtained by going to
www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required
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information and then visiting your local FSA
office to finalize access.

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer
self-service portal, contact your local FSA office.
To find your local FSA county office, click
http://offices.usda.gov.

A Simple Start to Retirement
Savings

Don't have access to a retirement savings plan?
Haven't found an easy way to start saving? The
U.S. Department of the Treasury’s myRA can
help you get on the path to retirement saving. It
costs nothing to open an account and there are
no fees. Visit myRA.gov today to get started.

ASKFSA

Are you looking for answers to your FSA
questions? Then ASK FSA at
askfsa.custhelp.com.

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you
easily find information and answers to your FSA
questions no matter where you are or what
device you use. ltis for ALL customers,
including underserved farmers who wish to be
enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation
programs.

Through AskFSA you can:

e Access our knowledge base 24/7

e Receive answers to your questions faster

e Submit a question and receive a timely
response from an FSA expert

e Get notifications when answers important
to you and your farming operation are
updated

Customize your account settings and view
responses at any time

USDA Makes it Easier to
Transfer Land to the Next
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Generation of Farmers

Allows for Transfer of Certain Conservation
Reserve Program Land to New Farmers;
Provides Priority Enroliment in Working Lands
Conservation Programs

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
offering an early termination opportunity for
certain Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
contracts, making it easier to transfer property to
the next generation of farmers, including family
members. The land that is eligible for the early
termination is among the least environmentally
sensitive land enrolled in CRP.

Normally if a landowner terminates a CRP
contract early, they are required to repay all
previous payments plus interest. The new policy
waives this repayment if the land is transferred to
a beginning farmer through a sale or lease with
an option to buy. With CRP enroliment close to
the Congressionally-mandated cap of 24 million
acres, the early termination will also allow USDA
to enroll other land with higher conservation
value elsewhere.

Acres terminated early from CRP under these
land tenure provisions will be eligible for priority
enrollment consideration into the CRP
Grasslands, if eligible; or the Conservation
Stewardship Program or Environmental Quality
Incentives Program, as determined by the
Natural Resources Conservation Service.

According to the Tenure, Ownership and
Transition of Agricultural Land survey, conducted
by USDA in 2014, U.S. farmland owners expect
to transfer 93 million acres to new ownership
during 2015-2019. This represents 10 percent of
all farmland across the nation. Details on the
early termination opportunity will be available
starting on Jan. 9, 2017, at local USDA service
centers. For more information about CRP and to
find out if your acreage is eligible for early
contract termination, contact your local Farm
Service Agency (FSA) office or go online at
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and
Failed Acres
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USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs.

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk
Management Agency (RMA).

Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by crop.

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days
following the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the
crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will be charged.

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report
failed acres.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP),
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including
grasses.

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators

Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning,
small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help
with agricultural operation costs.

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at



www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to
Land

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who
have small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your
local FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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