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Massachusetts USDA Market Facilitation Program

Farm Service Agency
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting

445 West Street farmers suffering from damage due to unjustified trade retaliation
Ambherst, MA 01002 by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign
413-253-4500 up for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP).

www.fsa.usda.gov/ma

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide
State Executive Director payments to corn (fresh and processed), cotton, dairy, hog,
Edward Davidian sorghum, soybean (fresh and processed), wheat, shelled almond,
and fresh sweet cherry producers. An announcement about further

State Committee payments will be made in the coming months, if warranted.

Bradford Morse, Chair _ ) .
Lisa Colby The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with

James Larkin information and instructions provided at

Willard McKinstry www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of
Matthew Parsons eligible commodities who have been significantly impacted by
actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional
exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is complete,
as payments will only be issued once production is reported.

Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
your operation or county at

offices.usda.qov. A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total

production, multiplied by the MFP rate for a specific commodity. A
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second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the
USDA.

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP Fact Sheet.

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity as follows:

e A combined $125,000 for eligible crop commodities
A combined $125,000 for dairy production and hogs
A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet cherries and
almonds

Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for
tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants
must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land
and Wetland Conservation regulations.

Expanded Hog Timeline

USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the Aug.
1, 2018, date does not accurately represent the number of head of
live hogs they own. Producers may now choose any date between
July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018, that correctly reflects their actual
operation.

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp.
Applications can be completed at a local FSA office or submitted
electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov.

Acreage Reports for Cranberries January
15

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must
timely file acreage reports. Failure to file an acreage report by the
crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future
program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided
more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.

Reporting Solar Panels Constructed on Cropland

Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base
acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base
acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for solar panels might
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impact payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments.

Storage and Handling Trucks Eligible for Farm Storage
Facility Loans

Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) provide low-interest financing so producers can build or
upgrade facilities to store commodities. Some storage and handling trucks are eligible for the FSFL.
These include:

e Cold Storage Trucks-A van or truck designed to carry perishable freight at specific
temperatures. Cold storage trucks can be ice-cooled or equipped with any variety of
mechanical refrigeration systems.

e Flatbed Trucks-Truck with an open body in the form of a platform with no side walls for
easy loading and unloading. These trucks can be categorized into different sizes which
range from light, medium, or heavy duty, compact or full-size, or short and expandable
beds.

e Grain Trucks-A piece of farm equipment specially made to accommodate grain products
and are traditionally truck chassis units with a mounted grain “dump” body where grain
commodities are transported from a field to either a grain elevator or a storage bin.

e Storage Trucks with a Chassis Unit-Commonly referred to as a box truck, box van or
straight truck, is a truck with a cargo body mounted on the same chassis with the engine
and cab.

To be eligible for FSFL, the storage and handling truck must be less than 15 years old and have a
maximum of four axles with a gross weight rating of 60,000 pounds or less. Pick-up trucks, semi-
trucks, dump trucks, and simple insulated and ventilated vans are ineligible for FSFL.

FSFL for storage and handling trucks must be $100,000 or less. FSFL-financed storage and
handling trucks must be used for the purpose for which they were acquired for the entire FSFL term.

Eligible commaodities include grains, oilseeds, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass
commodities, fruits and vegetables, floriculture, hops, maple sap, milk, cheese, yogurt, butter, eggs,
meat/poultry (unprocessed), rye and aquaculture.

For more information or to apply for a FSFL, contact your local FSA Service Center.

USDA Makes it Easier to Transfer Land to the Next
Generation of Farmers and Ranchers

Allows for Transfer of Certain Conservation Reserve Program Land to New Farmers; Provides
Priority Enrollment in Working Lands Conservation Programs

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering an early termination opportunity for certain
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts, making it easier to transfer property to the next
generation of farmers and ranchers, including family members. The land that is eligible for the early
termination is among the least environmentally sensitive land enrolled in CRP.


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjE0Ljk5MDkxNDYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIxNC45OTA5MTQ2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzMzNTM2JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGVsZS5ob3l0QG1hLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1taWNoZWxlLmhveXRAbWEudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&107&&&https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Normally if a landowner terminates a CRP contract early, they are required to repay all previous
payments plus interest. The new policy waives this repayment if the land is transferred to a
beginning farmer or rancher through a sale or lease with an option to buy. With CRP enrollment
close to the Congressionally-mandated cap of 24 million acres, the early termination will also allow
USDA to enroll other land with higher conservation value elsewhere.

Acres terminated early from CRP under these land tenure provisions will be eligible for priority
enrollment consideration into the CRP Grasslands, if eligible; or the Conservation Stewardship
Program or Environmental Quality Incentives Program, as determined by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service.

According to the Tenure, Ownership and Transition of Agricultural Land survey, conducted by
USDA in 2014, U.S. farmland owners expect to transfer 93 million acres to new ownership during
2015-2019. This represents 10 percent of all farmland across the nation. Details on the early
termination opportunity will be available starting on Jan. 9, 2017, at local USDA service centers. For
more information about CRP and to find out if your acreage is eligible for early contract termination,
contact your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office or go online at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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