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Changing Bank Accounts 

FSA program payments are issued electronically into your bank 
account. In order to make timely payments, you need to notify your 
FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank 
information is changed for whatever reason (such as your financial 
institution merging or being purchased). Payments can be delayed 
if FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing 
numbers. 

For some programs, payments are not made until the following 
year. For example, payments for crop year 2017 through the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t 
paid until 2018. If the bank account was closed due to the death of 
an individual or dissolution of an entity or partnership before the 
payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as 
possible to claim your payment. 

 

USDA and SCORE Joining Forces to Find 
Mentors 
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If you are a farmer or have agricultural or business experience, join 
us in supporting the next generation and in investing in your local 
community!  Your experiences and knowledge as a business 
owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital support 
to the community you live in. 

USDA is collaborating with SCORE – www.score.org - the nation's 
largest network of volunteer, expert business mentors in an effort to 
expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide free 
business mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and 
rural business owners.   SCORE is currently looking for volunteers 
with experience in an agriculture-related field who would like to 
become a part of an extended field of volunteers.  The 
organization’s Orientation and Mentoring Certification program 
provides volunteers with everything needed to be a successful 
volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s mission 
and services, as well as guidance on how to be a business mentor, 
including enhancement of listening, interviewing and problem-
solving skills. 

Current SCORE volunteer mentors have backgrounds in finance, 
accounting, marketing, operations, business and financial planning. 
The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-one business 
mentoring to new and existing farmers and business 
owners.  Together they work through the process of starting up or 
maintaining agricultural and rural businesses.  No matter what 
stage a business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in 
developing business plans, navigating financing and legal issues, 
identifying new markets, and other topics, in order to help their 
clients succeed.   FSA invites you to learn more and sign up to 
become a mentor today at https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship. 

 

 

FSA Encourages Farmers to Vote in County Committee 
Elections  

The 2018 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections began on Nov. 5, when ballots were 
mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices is Dec. 3, 2018. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a 
link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers elected to county committees help 
deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions 
on commodity price support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster 
programs for some commodities; emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate 
within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers  must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person who is 
not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, may 
also be eligible to vote. 
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Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local USDA Service Center. 
Dec. 3, 2018 is the last day for voters to submit ballots in person to local USDA Service Centers. 
Ballots returned by mail must also be postmarked no later than Dec. 3.  Newly elected committee 
members will take office Jan. 1, 2019. 

More information on county committees, such as the new 2018 fact sheet, can be found on the FSA 
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center. 

 

Youth Loans 

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 

• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 

• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 

• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 
above 

• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 
and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth 
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site 
preparation or ground disturbance. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections


Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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