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USDA Launches Trade Mitigation 
Programs 
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting 
farmers suffering from damage due to unjustified trade retaliation 
by foreign nations.  Producers of certain commodities can now sign 
up for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA provided details in August of the programs to be employed. 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer the Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP) to provide payments to corn, cotton, 
dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers. An 
announcement about further payments will be made in the coming 
months, if warranted.  USDA is currently working to determine how 
to address market disruptions for producers of almonds and sweet 
cherries.  

The sign-up period for MFP is now open and runs through Jan. 15, 
2019, with information and instructions provided at 
www.farmers.gov/mfp.  MFP provides payments to cotton, corn, 
dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers who have 
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your operation or county at 
offices.usda.gov. 

  

been significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments 
resulting in the loss of traditional exports.  Eligible producers should 
apply after harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued 
once production is reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total 
production, multiplied by the MFP rate for a specific commodity.  A 
second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the 
USDA.  

Market Facilitation Program 

Commodity                Est. Initial Payment**            Initial 
Payment Rate (in $1,000s) 

Cotton                         $0.06/lb.                                  $276,900 
Corn                            $0.01/bu.                                 $96,000 
Dairy (milk)                  $0.12/cwt.                               $127,400 
Pork (hogs)                 $8.00/head                              $290,300 
Soybeans                    $1.65/bu.                                 $3,629,700 
Sorghum                     $0.86/bu.                                 $156,800 
Wheat                         $0.14/bu.                                 $119,200 
Total                                                                           $4,696,300 

 **Initial payment rate on 50% of production  

MFP payments are limited to a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton, 
sorghum, soybeans, and wheat capped per person or legal 
entity.  MFP payments are also limited to a combined $125,000 for 
dairy and hog producers. Applicants must also have an average 
adjusted gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of less 
than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of 
the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

For more further information or to locate and contact local FSA 
offices, interested producers can visit www.farmers.gov 

 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to producers to build or upgrade storage facilities 
and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and 
storage and handling trucks.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent 
facilities to store commodities. Eligible commodities include corn, 
grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor 
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas 
and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and 
vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, 
rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), 
eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live 
animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities 
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include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible 
commodities.    

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security 
agreement and loans between $50,000 and $100,000 may require 
additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional 
security.  

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial 
credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a 
diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and 
farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved 
producers.  

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or contact your local FSA county 
office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 
USDA and SCORE Launch Innovative Mentorship Effort to 
Support New Farmers 
USDA is collaborating with SCORE, the nation’s largest network of volunteer, expert business 
mentors, in an effort to provide free business mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural 
and rural business owners.  

SCORE volunteer mentors with backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, operations, 
business and financial planning will provide local expertise and free one-on-one business mentoring 
to new and existing farmers and business owners as they work through the process of starting up 
and maintaining their businesses. No matter what stage your business is in, SCORE volunteer 
mentors can help in developing business plans, navigating financing and legal issues, identifying 
new markets, and other topics in order to help you succeed.  

Our FSA employees can help arrange a facilitated meeting with SCORE at your farm. Please call 
your local office for scheduling and more information.  

Or if you prefer, you can sign up for a mentor today at https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship  

 
Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, 
zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to 
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or 
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS 
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee 
in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.  

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.   
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Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for Construction 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations.  

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan 
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.   

Amongst other purposes, Direct Farm Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase or 
improve farm dwellings, service buildings or other facilities and improvements essential to an 
operation.   

To do this, applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned 
development that completely describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of 
sufficient funds to pay for the total cost of all planned development at or before loan closing. In 
some instances, applicants may be asked to provide certified plans, specifications or contract 
documents. The applicant cannot incur any debts for materials or labor or make any expenditures 
for development purposes prior to loan closing with the expectation of being reimbursed from FSA 
funds.  

Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or the 
borrower method. Under the contract method, construction and development contractors perform 
work according to a written contract with the applicant or borrower.  An applicant for a direct loan to 
finance a construction project must obtain a surety bond that guarantees both payment and 
performance in the amount of the construction contract from a construction contractor.   

A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000, an authorized agency official 
determines that a surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against default of the 
contractor or a contract provides for partial payments in excess of the amount of 60 percent of the 
value of the work in place.  

Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and 
development work. The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency official 
determines, based on information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses or arranges to 
obtain the necessary skill and managerial ability to complete the work satisfactorily and that such 
work will not interfere with the applicant’s farming operation or work schedule.  

Potential applicants should visit with FSA early in the initial project planning process to ensure 
environmental compliance.   

For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA 
office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Beginning Farmer Loans 
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FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. Additional 

program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
ASKFSA 
Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions?  Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.  

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA 
questions no matter where you are or what device you use.  It is for ALL customers, including 
underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation 
programs.  

Through AskFSA you can:  

Access our knowledge base 24/7  

• Receive answers to your questions faster  
• Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert  
• Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated  

Customize your account settings and view responses at any time. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 

 

Questions?  
Contact Us  

STAY CONNECTED: 
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