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Reporting Solar Panels Constructed on
Cropland

Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should
notify the local Farm Service Agency office. Any area that is no
longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial
photography maps.

When base acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural
commercial or industrial use, the total base acres on the farm must
be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for solar panels
might impact payments calculated using base acres, such as
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments.
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Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
your operation or county at
offices.usda.gov.

To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/ma

USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage
Availabilty and New Service Fees for
Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies

Changes apply beginning April 8, 2019

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that higher levels
of coverage will be offered through the Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program,
beginning April 8, 2019. The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service
fees and made other changes to the program, including service fee
waivers for qualified military veterans interested in obtaining NAP
coverage.

“When other insurance coverage is not an option, NAP is a
valuable risk mitigation tool for farmers and ranchers,” said FSA
Administrator Richard Fordyce. “In agriculture, losses from natural
disasters are a matter of when, not if, and having a NAP policy
provides a little peace of mind.”

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial
crops for which insurance coverage is not available in order to
protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop
losses, or prevent crop planting.

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to
65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, at 100
percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and
crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-
up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average
market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent
of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55
percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50
percent of expected production.

Producers have a one-time opportunity until May 24, 2019, to
obtain buy-up coverage for 2019 or 2020 eligible crops for which
the NAP application closing date has passed.

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing.
NAP Service Fees

For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of
$325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to exceed a
total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple
counties. These amounts reflect a $75 service fee increase for
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crop, county or multi-county coverage. The fee increases apply to
obtaining NAP coverage on crops on or after April 8, 2019.

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans

The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran
farmers or ranchers are now eligible for a service fee waiver and
premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility
criteria.

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or
ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of NAP service fees and
premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or
Rancher Certification.”

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information,
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service
Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov.

Reporting Organic Crops

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals

address

telephone number

effective date of certification

certificate number

list of commodities certified

name and address of certifying agent

a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer
zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office,
visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP Risk
Protection Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. Beginning,
underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialinformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx.

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that
exceed 50 percent of expected production.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA'’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for Construction

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans:
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Amongst other purposes, Direct Farm Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase or
improve farm dwellings, service buildings or other facilities and improvements essential to an
operation.

To do this, applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned

development that completely describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of
sufficient funds to pay for the total cost of all planned development at or before loan closing. In
some instances, applicants may be asked to provide certified plans, specifications or contract
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documents. The applicant cannot incur any debts for materials or labor or make any expenditures
for development purposes prior to loan closing with the expectation of being reimbursed from FSA
funds.

Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or the
borrower method. Under the contract method, construction and development contractors perform
work according to a written contract with the applicant or borrower. An applicant for a direct loan to
finance a construction project must obtain a surety bond that guarantees both payment and
performance in the amount of the construction contract from a construction contractor.

A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000, an authorized agency official
determines that a surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against default of the
contractor or a contract provides for partial payments in excess of the amount of 60 percent of the
value of the work in place.

Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and
development work. The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency official
determines, based on information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses or arranges to
obtain the necessary skill and managerial ability to complete the work satisfactorily and that such
work will not interfere with the applicant’s farming operation or work schedule.

Potential applicants should visit with FSA early in the initial project planning process to ensure
environmental compliance.

For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA
office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Supervised Credit

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the
success of the farming operation, but FSA'’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
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operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans:
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment
period for the loan is up to 40 years.

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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