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w R Across Minnesota we have seen unprecedented levels of
Sy = flooding in many areas. It has been tough to see the devastation

B in the counties where | grew up. A Presidential disaster

. declaration was made for 22 counties across the state.

A Minnesota FSA has made a disaster declaration for physical
losses for 16 counties, and we are tracking crop losses in 39
counties. These declarations open up Emergency Loans for
farmers in the declared and contiguous disaster counties.
Additionally, farmers may be eligible for other disaster programs
due to loss of livestock or pasture damage through the Emergency Livestock Assistance
Program or the Livestock Indemnity Program. If you are experiencing damage from flooding,
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reach out to your local FSA office to see what assistance might be available. We are really
thinking about the farmers and communities impacted by these disasters.

The final date to report your spring planted crop acres is July 15. We know there have been
tough decisions to make across the state in terms of prevented planting and replanting.
However, if you have not been into the local office to report your acres the time is now!

Nominations are being accepted for farmers to serve on ESA County Committees. These
committees make critical decisions about the federal farm programs and how they are
administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or
received in a local FSA office by August 1.

The Emergency Livestock Assistance Program has begun accepting applications to

provide financial assistance to dairy producers who incur milk losses due to H5N1 infections in
their dairy herds. Dairy producers that have a positive H5N1 test through a National Veterinary
Services Laboratory should contact their local office to apply for assistance.

This month we would like to highlight Briana Maus, a student intern for the Stearns County
FSA Office. Briana is studying Dairy Production and minoring in Agriculture Business at South
Dakota State University. She has been an active member of 4-H and FFA and enjoyed
showing dairy cows. She was a Princess Kay of the Milky Way finalist in 2022 and is still
planning to use her butterhead for a community sweet corn feed! Briana has been busy in the
office calling producers to remind them to come report their planted acres. She has enjoyed
getting to learn more about the programs that FSA has to offer and would recommend the
internship experience to her peers.

Respectfully,
Whitney Place

Minnesota FSA is Hiring

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is an exciting and rewarding place to start, build, and/or
continue your career. Be part of our team and support the well-being of Minnesota agriculture
and the American public.

FSA's diverse culture and benefits allow for a healthy balance between your career and home
life. In addition to a generous salary, FSA offers a friendly and professional working
environment with a diverse workforce, flexible hours/work schedules, and other family-friendly
benefits such as: paid vacation and sick leave, paid holidays, retirement and supplemental
savings plan, a wide array of health, dental, vision, and life insurance plans, flexible spending
accounts, twelve weeks of paid parental leave with FMLA eligibility, and long-term care
insurance. Working for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will afford you the
opportunity to contribute to projects that positively impact the lives of over 300 million people.
Explore a career with the USDA at www.usajobs.gov.

New job openings are posted on a regular basis. Interested individuals can search for career
opportunities based upon keywords and/or specific locations as well as create search profiles
and job announcement notifications. Currently, Minnesota FSA is seeking candidates to

perform work in support of Minnesota agriculture and farmers in a number of locations across
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the state. Individuals who are interested in applying for these job opportunities will need to
apply online at www.usajobs.gov. Applicants may enter the appropriate job announcement
number below into the keyword search or click on the applicable link(s).

Farm Loan Analyst:

e Crookston, MN - West Polk County
FSA -24-12466557-DE-MN-GNB
Application period: 7/15/2024 to 7/29/2024

Questions? Please visit the job posting linked above for additional information.

FSA’s Customer Kiosks Now Available Nationwide

USDA

- U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

INTRODUCING

FARM SERVICE AGENCY'S
CUSTOMER KIOSK

New Customer Kiosks will make your county office visits quicker and easier.

The new customer kiosks from USDA’s Farm Service Agency are now available at every
county office nationwide. These kiosks help to streamline your visit to your local county office
and easily access a variety of features such as signing FSA documents, utilizing the Loan
Assistance Tool, browsing USDA programs, accessing the internet, accessing necessary
personal information, and signing up for a Login.gov account, which provides access to
farmers.gov level two features and other USDA and U.S. Government web resources. Future
kiosk functionality enhancements include a customer check-in application, self-service option
for FSA program applications and documents, financial inquiries and more.

Learn more about how FSA is modernizing our customer experience here.
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USDA Offers Assistance and Resources for
Recovery from and Prevention of Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza H5N1 in Dairy Herds

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) has confirmed the detection of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI), also known
as H5N1, in dairy cattle in 12 states including Colorado, Idaho, lowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, North Carolina, New Mexico, Ohio, South Dakota, Texas and Wyoming. To protect
the U.S. livestock industry from the threat posed by HPAI H5N1 USDA is taking a number of
actions with our federal partners.

On April 24, APHIS announced a federal order that includes mandatory testing for interstate
movement of dairy cattle and mandatory reporting of influenza A detections in livestock. In
addition to the Federal Order mandates, USDA provides several voluntary testing and
monitoring options, including the HPAI Dairy Herd Status Program announced on May 31,
2024. APHIS has released a list of requirements and recommendations that apply to interstate
moving of lactating dairy cattle, testing guidance for livestock, and answers to frequently
asked questions. Producers are encouraged to visit the APHIS HPAI Livestock

Detection website for information about these programs and requirements, as well as the most
comprehensive and timely updates about this rapidly evolving situation.

Assistance for Milk Loss
Confirmed H5N1 Positive Test Results Required for Recovery Assistance

Producers who incur milk losses in their dairy herds due to HPAI H5N1 can now apply for
financial assistance through the USDA’s updated Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA)
expanded ELAP policy through the rule-making process to assist with financial losses
resulting from reduced milk production when cattle are removed from commercial milking in
dairy herds having a confirmed positive H5N1 test. Positive tests must be confirmed through
the USDA’s APHIS’ National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL).

To apply, producers need to submit the following to FSA:

e Proof of herd infection through a confirmed positive H5N1 test (based on USDA’s
APHIS H5N1 case definition) on individual animal or bulk tank samples confirmed by
APHIS’ NVSL;

e A notice of loss indicating the date when the loss is apparent, which is the sample
collection date for the positive H5N1 test; and

e An application for payment certifying the number of eligible adult dairy cows removed
from production, the month the cows were removed from production, and the
producer’s share in the milk production.

The final date to file a notice of loss and application for payment for eligible losses is 30 days
after the end of the prior calendar year, which is January 30.
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Note: To determine livestock and producer eligibility for ELAP H5N1 assistance, to submit an
application or if you’ve not previously conducted business with FSA, contact your local FSA
county office for details. Find your local office. Other online resources include frequently asked
guestions and a fact sheet.

Loans for Biosecurity Implementation

FSA also provides direct and guaranteed loans for farmers and ranchers that can assist with
implementation of biosecurity measures for their operations. Loans can assist with:

e Installing physical barriers to facilitate quarantine, to prevent livestock interaction with
wildlife, and to prevent unauthorized access by visitors

e Purchase of disinfectant, footbaths, and disposable footwear and clothing;
e Veterinary costs related to vaccination and general animal health;

e Testing of feed and water sources for toxins and other disease;

e Costs associated with responsible manure disposal and management;

e Costs associated with cleaning and disinfecting livestock transportation equipment;
and

e Other biosecurity measures recommended by USDA or other applicable agencies.
To learn more about loans, producers can use the:
e Loan Assistance Tool — helps producers better navigate the farm loan process. The

online Loan Assistance Tool provides producers needing agricultural financing with an
interactive, step-by-step guide.

e Farm Loans Overview Factsheet — provides an overview of all FSA direct and
guaranteed loans, and eligibility requirements.

e Farm Loans Homepage — gives in-depth farm loan information, including fact sheets,
for those who don’t want to use the online Loan Assistance Tool.

To learn more about ELAP or farm loans, producers should contact the FSA at the |ocal
USDA Service Center.

To learn more about APHIS requirements and resources, visit APHIS’ Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza (HPAI) Detections in Livestock webpage.

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage
Reports
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Agricultural producers in Minnesota who have not yet completed
their crop acreage reports after spring planting should make an
appointment with their U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Farm Service Agency (FSA) service center before the applicable
deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch,
its intended use and location. Filing an accurate and timely R - '
acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Minnesota:

e July 15, 2024: Spring-seeded crops including Hemp and Wild Rice
e August 15, 2024: Beans other than dry edibles
e September 30, 2024: Turfgrass Sod and Floriculture
e November 15, 2024: Apiculture and Fall-Seeded Small Grains
To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety
e Intended crop use
e Number of crop acres
e Map with approximate crop boundaries
e Planting date(s)
e Planting pattern, when applicable
e Producer shares
e lrrigation practice(s)
e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable
e Other required information
Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15
calendar days before grazing or crop harvesting begins.
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Prevented Planted Acreage

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant but were unable to because
of a natural disaster, including drought. Prevented planted acreage must be reported on form
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as
established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk Management Agency (RMA).

FSA recently updated policy that applies to prevented planted acreage due to drought. To
certify prevented planted acreage due to drought, all of the following must apply:

e The area that is prevented from being planted has insufficient soil moisture for seed
germination on the final planting date for non-irrigated acreage.

e Prolonged precipitation deficiencies that meet the D3 or D4 drought intensity level as
determined by the U.S. Drought Monitor.

e Verifiable information must be collected from sources whose business or purpose is
recording weather conditions as determined by FSA.

Continuous Certification Option for Perennial Forage

Agricultural producers with perennial forage crops have the option to report their acreage
once, without having to report that acreage in subsequent years, as long as there are no
applicable changes on the farm. Interested producers can select the continuous certification
option after FSA certifies their acreage report. Examples of perennial forage include mixed
forage, birdsfoot trefoil, chicory/radicchio, kochia (prostrata), lespedeza, perennial peanuts
and perennial grass varieties.

Once the continuous certification option is selected, the certified acreage will roll forward
annually with no additional action required by the producer in subsequent years unless the
acreage report changes.

Farmers.gov Portal

Producers can access their FSA farm records, maps, and common land units through the
farmers.gov customer portal. The portal allows producers to export field boundaries as
shapefiles and import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries
within farm records mapping. Producers can view, print and label their maps for acreage
reporting purposes. Level 2 eAuthentication or login.gov access that is linked to a USDA
Business Partner customer record is required to use the portal.

Producers can visit farmers.gov/account to learn more about creating an account. Producers
who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via an FSA-211 Power
of Attorney form, Business Partner Signature Authority or as a member of a business can now
access information for the business in the farmers.gov portal.

More Information

For questions, please contact your local FSA office.
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FSA Is Accepting CRP Continuous Enroliment
Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will
improve environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish
valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife
habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject
to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead, they are automatically accepted
provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels
do not exceed the statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan
Borrowers

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-
authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan Program (FLP) borrowers.
PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-
weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on
loans.

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the
National Financial and Accounting Operations Center (NFAOC)
to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a financial institution.

PAD may be useful if you use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD
can only be established for future payments.

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-
28. This form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for
each loan to which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA
Rural Development (RD) website at rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click
forms and search for “Form 3550-28.”
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If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the
financial institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name:
USDA RD DCFO.

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential
cost. Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting
a written request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three
payment rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized debit agreement will be
cancelled by FSA. The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a
cancellation of preauthorized debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made
by the due date.

For more information about PAD, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities by
State

USDA
S U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

PARTNERSHIPS FOR

CLIMATE-SMART
COMMODITIES

Creating Market Opportunities, Delivering Climate Solutions

USDA'’s Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities effort is expanding markets for
America’s climate-smart commodities, leveraging the greenhouse gas benefits of climate-
smart commodity production, and providing direct, meaningful benefits to production
agriculture, including for small and underserved producers. Learn more about expanded
markets, premiums, and incentives for producing climate-smart commodities as well as cost
share and technical assistance to implement climate-smart practices. Find a project near you
and get started today!
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USDA and FarmRaise Launch Additional Online
Disaster Assistance Decision Tool for Livestock,
Honey Bee and Farm-Raised Fish Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, in partnership with FarmRaise, launched a new, online
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
Decision Tool. The USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) tool is designed to assist agricultural
producers who have been impacted by natural disasters access available program support.
This ELAP Decision Tool, a component of a broader disaster assistance program educational
module, further expands the library of online FSA disaster and farm loan program reference
resources and decision aids currently available to agricultural producers on the

FarmRaise FSA educational hub. The Decision Tool is a resource only and is not an
application for benefits or a determination of eligibility.

ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster assistance

programs. The program provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock,
honeybee, and farm-raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition,
including drought, blizzards, disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and
feed losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling livestock to grazing
acres due to an eligible loss condition. ELAP also covers certain mortality losses, due to an
eligible condition, for livestock including honeybees and farm-raised fish as well as honeybee
hive losses.

New FarmRaise Tools and Resources

FarmRaise, in partnership with FSA, recently launched their online, educational hub — the
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub — comprised of videos, tools and interactive resources that
enable USDA cooperators and agricultural producers to learn about and access major FSA
programs.

A new addition to the hub, the ELAP Decision Tool helps eligible producers impacted by
qualifying natural disasters and other eligible causes of loss better understand program
eligibility and application requirements, learn about record-keeping and supporting loss
documentation requirements and track the steps needed before applying for program benefits.
The document generated by the ELAP Decision Tool can be used to support the ELAP
application process, but it is not a program application. Producers will need to complete and
submit the ELAP Application to their local FSA county office. Upon request, applicants may be
asked to provide additional supporting documentation per the program requirements.

Through use of the ELAP Decision Tool, producers can segment by loss type (honeybee,
farm-raised fish and livestock). This enables easier navigation, as guided by the tool, to
assistance available to meet specific disaster recovery needs. After entering the type of loss,
identifying the loss condition and entering their inventory and loss information, producers are
guided through a worksheet that helps identify required loss documentation —
documentation (i.e., pictures, receipts, truck logs, etc.) that can be uploaded through the
ELAP tool and sent directly to the producer’s local FSA county office, or producers can
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provide a copy of the tool-generated worksheet summary document when they visit their local
FSA county office to complete and submit the required ELAP application.

Additional FarmRaise Resources

The previously announced Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool, also available
through the FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub, assists livestock producers who suffered
losses from eligible adverse weather events and other causes of loss as well as cooperators
who are helping disaster-impacted livestock producers navigate available federal disaster
assistance programs. The LIP Decision Tool gives producers guidance on what is needed to
gather and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of time needed to
complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver much-needed assistance
faster. Using the LIP Decision Tool is not an application for benefits or a determination of
eligibility.

In addition to the new ELAP Decision Tool and the LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise | FSA
Educational Hub offers several, easily navigated farm loan programs how-to videos designed
to introduce producers to FSA’s many farm loan programs options and guide them through the
application process.

More FSA program resources and tools will continue to be added to the FarmRaise | FSA
Educational Hub. Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub often to access all available educational resources.

USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to
Commodity and Specialty Crop Producers
Impacted by 2022 Natural Disasters

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide more
than $3 billion to commodity and specialty crop producers
impacted by natural disaster events in 2022. Eligible impacted
producers can apply for financial assistance through

the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) 2022. The program will
help offset the financial impacts of crop yield and value losses
from qualifying disasters occurring in 2022.
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Background

On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance
for agricultural producers impacted by eligible natural disasters that occurred in calendar year
2022.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar year
2022 natural disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat,
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tornadoes, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive
moisture, qualifying drought and related conditions.

ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track
process. FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This two-
track approach enables USDA to:

e Streamline the application process.
e Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.

e Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well
served by past emergency relief efforts.

e Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to mitigate
the impacts of future severe weather events.

It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022
assistance under one or both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies for
both tracks, the Track 2 payment calculation will take into account any payments received
through Track 1.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop
producers who received indemnities through these risk management programs.

Although FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who
have crop insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for
losses resulting from 2022 natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application
before requesting ERP 2022 assistance. Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for ERP
2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled application or not. Receipt of a pre-
filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP 2022 Track 1
payment.

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who
received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500
producers who obtained NAP coverage for the 2022 crop year.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who
suffered an eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events
when compared with revenue in a benchmark year using revenue information that is readily
available from most tax records.

In cases where revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal year’s revenue, Track 2
provides an alternative method for establishing revenue. Likewise, Track 2 affords producers
of crops that are used within an operation and do not generate revenue from the sale of the
crop a method for establishing revenue for the purpose of applying for ERP 2022 benefits.
Producers are not required to submit tax records to FSA unless requested by the County
Committee if required for an FSA compliance spot check.



Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the following
documents useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2022
and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible
losses were not covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small
(shallow loss) to be covered by crop insurance.

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA county
office. Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief website.

Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA
within 60 days of the ERP 2022 deadline. FSA started accepting applications on Oct. 31,
2023. The application deadline has not yet been determined and will be announced at a later
date. If not already on file, producers can update, complete and submit required forms to FSA
at any time.

Required forms:

¢ Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for
Certain Programs (if applicable).

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran
Farmer or Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.

e A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC)
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable
affiliates.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the
status of their forms can contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP
coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as
determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level or
higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information
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ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on
the emergency relief website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through
your local FSA county office.

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning,
Veteran or Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contract holders are encouraged to transition their
CRP acres to beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the
Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the landowner or
operator for up to two additional years after the CRP contract expires.

CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition
their land. TIP participants must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long
term (at least five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP contract to a beginning, veteran, or
socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is not a family member.

Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may
enroll in TIP beginning two years before the expiration date of the CRP contract. The TIP
application must be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands. New
landowners or renters that return the land to production must use sustainable grazing or
farming methods.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers

Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is
required for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is
to help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a
farm and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially
successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact
your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.
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National Urban Agriculture Conference, Aug. 4-6,
2024, in Detroit, Mi
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August 4-6, 2024 « Detroit, Michigan

USDA Farm Service Agency
ﬁ 1S, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
with USDA Leadership

Have you heard about the National Urban Agriculture Conference happening Aug. 4-6 in
Detroit, MI? Through the conference, USDA’s Farm Service Agency and lead organizer NUag
Initiative seek to build stronger connections between USDA programs and urban growers. The
conference features bus tours of urban farms in Detroit; information on USDA resources;
listening sessions and presentations; and information on beneficial tools, training, resources,
and efforts to expand local and regional food systems. Approximately 500 attendees are
expected, including USDA employees, urban farmers; educators and administrators; business
and nonprofit leaders; and retail and wholesale companies.

To learn more and sign up, see the website for conference registration.

Minnesota USDA Farm Service Agency

375 Jackson Street, Suite 400
Saint Paul, MN 55101

Phone: 651-602-7700
Fax: 855-719-9917

Minnesota Farm To find contact information for your local USDA Farm Service

Service Agency Agency Office go to: www.fsa.usda.gov/mn
State Executive
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Director:
Whitney Place

Division Leaders: Minnesota State Committee:
Cassie Buck Eunice Biel, Committee Chairperson
Lee Crawford Hannah Bernhardt, Committee Member

Savanah Farrell Kurt Blomgren, Committee Member
Calvin Gellatly Lisa Brunner, Committee Member
Angela Hanson Tim Velde, Committee Member
Daniel Mahoney

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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