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It seems the past few years all we've asked for is rain, and now
we have it right when folks need to finish up planting. With only 3
days suitable for field work last week, we’re really thinking about
all of you in the fields trying to get in your 2024 crops. As you do
get your crops in, a big reminder to go certify your spring-seeded
acres at your local FSA office!

L # USDA is seeking nominations for four positions on the Federal
% f¥ Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and Innovative

g Production. The nomination period is open from May 7- July 7,
5 2024. This 12-member committee is part of USDA’s efforts to
increase support for urban farmers and innovative agricultural
production. Members make recommendations on policy and
help to identify barriers to urban agriculture participation in

USDA programs. For more information about what positions are

open and how to be nominated, find details in this news release.

If you are somewhere on the farm transfer or succession spectrum, Minnesota Department of
Agriculture (MDA) Farm Business Management Instructor, Farm Advocate, and Farm
Transition Coach Jim Molenaar is available to provide no-cost one-on-one assistance to
producers. His services are legislatively funded and coordinated by the MDA and Southern
Center of Ag Excellence at South Central College. Mr. Molenaar can be reached via email

at jmolenaar6@gmail.com or phone at 320-894-9124.

Finally, Minnesota Farm Service Agency is pleased to have 27 interns hired on for the
summer months. We view this as an important opportunity to showcase careers in agriculture,
and to provide experience to our next generation of agricultural leaders. Throughout the
summer we want to recognize an intern we’ve brought on. We hope that if you or someone
you know is interested in a career at USDA, they look for future internship opportunities at
FSA!

This month we want to highlight Seanna Swanson, interning for Farm Programs in the Lyon
County Office. Seanna was interested in this internship opportunity as she is looking to pursue
a career in agriculture. She remembers going into the FSA office with her dad to support the
work of her family’s farm in Slayton, Minnesota, and wants to continue farming herself
someday. She wants to have a career where she gets to help farmers in some way. Seanna
will be recognized for receiving her FFA American Degree at the National Convention this fall.
Welcome to Seanna and to all our interns at Minnesota FSA!

Respectfully,
Whitney Place

Minnesota FSA is Hiring
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The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is an exciting and rewarding place to start, build, and/or
continue your career. Be part of our team and support the well-being of Minnesota agriculture
and the American public.

FSA's diverse culture and benefits allow for a healthy balance between your career and home
life. In addition to a generous salary, FSA offers a friendly and professional working
environment with a diverse workforce, flexible hours/work schedules, and other family-friendly
benefits such as: paid vacation and sick leave, paid holidays, retirement and supplemental
savings plan, a wide array of health, dental, vision, and life insurance plans, flexible spending
accounts, twelve weeks of paid parental leave with FMLA eligibility, and long-term care
insurance. Working for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will afford you the
opportunity to contribute to projects that positively impact the lives of over 300 million people.
Explore a career with the USDA at www.usajobs.gov.

New job openings are posted on a regular basis. Interested individuals can search for career
opportunities based upon keywords and/or specific locations as well as create search profiles
and job announcement notifications. Currently, Minnesota FSA is seeking candidates to
perform work in support of Minnesota agriculture and farmers in a number of locations across
the state. Individuals who are interested in applying for these job opportunities will need to
apply online at www.usajobs.gov. Applicants may enter the appropriate job announcement
number below into the keyword search or click on the applicable link(s).

Program Technician:

e Warren, MN - Marshall County
FSACO0-12409889-24-MN-KM
Application period: 5/13/2024 to 5/28/2024

Farm Loan Manager:

e Benson, MN - Swift County
FSA-24-12411413-IMP-MN-WS
Application period: 5/13/2024 to 5/28/2024

Minnesota Rural Development is Also Hiring Loan Technicians:

e Various Locations
DE-OCA-12331442-2024-CJ
Application period: 3/6/2024 to 6/6/2024

Questions? Please visit the job posting linked above for additional information.

USDA Now Accepting Applications for Available
Funds to Help Cover Organic Certification Costs
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Organic Producers and Handlers are Encouraged to apply for the Organic Certification Cost
Share Program that can help cover up to 75% or organic certification costs

Through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) will cover up to 75% of organic certification costs at a maximum of $750 per
certification category. FSA is now accepting applications, and organic producers and handlers
should apply for OCCSP by the Oct. 31, 2024, deadline for eligible expenses incurred from
Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024. FSA will issue payments as applications are received and
approved.

OCCSP was part of a broader organic announcement made by Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack on May 15, 2024, which also included the Organic Market Development Grant
program and Organic Transition Initiative.

Eligible Applicants, Expenses and Categories

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of organic agricultural
commodities for expenses incurred obtaining or maintaining organic certification under
USDA'’s National Organic Program. Eligible OCCSP applicants include any certified organic
producers or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited
certifying agent.

Cost share assistance covers expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees
related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, inspector travel expenses,
user fees, sales assessments and postage. OCCSP pays a maximum of $750 per certification
category for crops, wild crops, livestock, processing/handling, and state organic program fees
(California only).

How to Apply

To apply, producers and handlers should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center and
be prepared to provide documentation of organic certification and eligible expenses. OCCSP
applications can also be submitted through participating state departments of agriculture. For
more information, visit the OCCSP webpage.

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer
OCCSP. FSA posted a funding opportunity summary on grants.gov and will electronically mail
the Notice of Funding Opportunity to all eligible state departments of agriculture. Applications
are due July 12, 2024.

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state
department of agriculture and FSA county offices in that state will accept OCCSP applications
and make payments to eligible certified operations. Producers or handlers can receive
OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the participating state department of agriculture but not
both.

More Information
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USDA offers other assistance for organic producers, including the Organic Transition Initiative
(OT1), which includes direct farmer assistance for organic production and processing and
conservation. For more information on organic agriculture, visit farmers.gov/organic.

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center.
Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm loans and
view other farm records data and customer information by logging into their farmers.gov
account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today.

Opportunity to Request a Referendum: Soybean
Promotion, Research, and Information Program

Dates to Request Referendum: May 6, 2024, and ending May 31, 2024.

Summary: The Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announces that soybean producers may
request a referendum to determine whether producers want the Secretary to conduct a
referendum on the Soybean Promotion and Research Order (Order), as authorized under the
Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act (Act). Participation in the
request for referendum is voluntary. Producers should participate only if they wish to request a
referendum on the program.

If at least 10 percent, not to exceed ¥ of producers from any one State, of the 515,008
eligible producers determined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) participate in the
request for referendum, a referendum will be held within one year from that determination. If
results of the request for referendum indicate that a referendum is not supported, a
referendum will not be conducted. The results of the request for referendum will be published
in a notice in the Federal Register.

To Request Referendum: Soybean producers may request a referendum during the 4-week
period beginning May 6, 2024, and ending May 31, 2024.
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To be eligible to participate in the request for referendum, producers must certify that they or
the producer entity they are authorized to represent paid an assessment at any time between
January 1, 2022, and December 31, 2023.

Form LS-51-1, Soybean Promotion and Research Order Request for Referendum, can be
obtained from May 6, 2024, to May 31, 2024, by mail, FAX, or in person from Farm Service
Agency (FSA) County Offices, or can be downloaded from https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-
regulations/research-promotion. Completed forms and supporting documentation must be
returned to the appropriate FSA County Office:

e By FAXorin person no later than COB on May 31, 2024.

e By mail postmarked by midnight on May 31, 2024, and must be received in the FSA
County Office by COB on June 7, 2024.

Contact

Notice of the Request for Referendum was published in the February 2, 2024, Federal
Register. For more information, contact Jeana Harbison, Research and Promotion Division;
Livestock and Poultry Program, AMS, USDA; STOP 0249 - Room 2092-S; 1400
Independence Avenue, SW.; Washington, D.C. 20250-0249; tel. (202) 720-5705; or via the
Internet at https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/research-promotion/soybean.

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage
reporting for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as
well as updated the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.”

Reporting Cover Crops:

Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories:

e Cereals and other grasses

e Legumes

e Brassicas and other broadleaves
e Mixtures

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated
according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and
the acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop.

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date:

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed
and the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date
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when the new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership
and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this
policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to
determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change
occurred to permit the revision.

Acreage Reports:

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports.
Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in
ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more
than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.

Reporting Grazing Allotments:

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use form “FSA-
578" to report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit”
field. Your local FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of
public land.

Definitions of Terms

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU)
(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition
of fallow or skip row.

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where
cultivated land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular
growing season.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

FSA Is Accepting CRP Continuous Enroliment
Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific
conservation practices under the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the
program agree to remove environmentally sensitive land from
agricultural production and to plant species that will improve
environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal
is to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water guality, prevent soil erosion, and
reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.
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Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject
to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted
provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels
do not exceed the statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

USDA Reminds Producers of Climate-Smart
Opportunities Using Farm Loan Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural
producers that Farm Loan Programs can be used to support a variety of climate-smart
agriculture practices, which build on many practices that farmers and ranchers already use,
like cover cropping, nutrient management and conservation tillage.

Climate-smart agricultural practices generate significant environmental benefits by capturing
and sequestering carbon, improving water management, restoring soil health and more. Farm
loan funding complements other tools to help producers adopt climate-smart practices, such
as FSA’s Conservation Reserve Program, crop insurance options that support conservation,
and conservation programs offered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS).

FSA offers multiple types of loans to help farmers and ranchers start, expand or maintain a
family agricultural operation. These loans can provide the capital needed to invest in climate-
smart practices and equipment including the establishment of rotational grazing systems,
precision agriculture equipment or machinery for conversion to no-till residue management.
Additionally, for programs like Conservation Reserve Program and NRCS conservation
programs where USDA and the producer share the implementation cost, a farm loan could be
used for the producer’s share, if consistent with the authorized loan purpose.

Some additional ways farm loans can be leveraged to invest in climate-smart agriculture
practices or equipment include:

e Precision Agriculture Equipment - Eligible producers could use a Term Operating
Loan to purchase equipment like GPS globes, monitors, or strip till fertilizer
equipment.

e Cover Crops - Eligible producers could use an Annual Operating Loan for seed costs.

e No/Reduced Till - Eligible producers could use a Term Operating Loan to purchase
equipment.

e Livestock Facility Air Scrubber or Waste Treatment - Eligible producers could use
a Farm Ownership Loan for capital improvements to livestock facilities.
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e Cross Fencing - Eligible producers could use an Annual or Term Operating Loan to
purchase fencing and installation equipment.

Visit the Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry webpage on farmers.gov to learn more and
see detailed examples of how an FSA farm loan can support climate-smart agriculture
practices.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) Losses

NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t
eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or
crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including
freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes,
flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native
grass for grazing), among others.

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for
202# crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or
when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops
and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes
apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commaodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland
Conservation Compliance

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA,
compliance with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions are
required. Farmers with HEL determined soils are reminded of tillage, crop residue, and
rotation requirements as specified per their conservation plan. Producers are to notify the
USDA Farm Service Agency prior to breaking sod, clearing land (tree removal), and of any
drainage projects (tiling, ditching, etc.) to ensure compliance. Failure to update certification of
compliance, with form AD-1026, triggering applicable HEL and/or wetland determinations, for
any of these situations, can result in the loss of FSA farm program payments, FSA farm loans,
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NRCS program payments, and premium subsidy to Federal Crop Insurance administered by
RMA.

Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency

Marketing Assistance Loans (MALSs) and Loan Deficiency
Payments (LDPs) provide financing and marketing assistance
for producers of many commaodities, including graded and non-
graded wool, mohair, and unshorn pelts. MALs and LDPs are
available during shearing and provide interim financing to help
you meet cash flow needs without having to sell commodities
when market prices are low, enabling you to delay selling until
more favorable marketing conditions emerge. LDPs are
payments made to producers who, although eligible to obtain an MAL, agree to forgo the loan
in return for a payment on the eligible commodity.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2024 MALs and LDPs for all eligible wool, mohair and
unshorn pelts. These requests should be made on or before the final availability date of Jan.
31, 2025. USDA recently announced 2024 wool and mohair marketing assistance loan rates.

Eligibility
To be eligible for a wool or mohair MAL or LDP, producers must produce and shear eligible
mohair and wool in the U.S. during the applicable crop year and must:

e comply with conservation and wetland protection requirements;

e report all cropland acreage on applicable farms where the eligible commodity is
produced;

e have and retain beneficial interest in the commaodity until the MAL is repaid or the
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) takes title to the commodity, and;

e meet Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limitations.

Unshorn pelts are eligible for LDPs only. In addition to the criteria above, producers of
unshorn pelts must have sold the unshorn lamb for immediate slaughter or slaughter the
lambs for personal use. LDPs and marketing loan gains are not subject to payment limitation,
including actively engaged in farming and cash rent tenant provisions.

In addition to producer eligibility, the loan commodity must have been produced and shorn
from live animals by an eligible producer, be in storable condition, and meet specific CCC
minimum grade and quality standards. Producers are responsible for any loss in quantity or
quality of the wool or mohair pledged as loan collateral.

To retain beneficial interest, the producer must have control and title of the wool, mohair, or
unshorn pelt. If beneficial interest in the commaodity is lost, the commodity loses eligibility for
an MAL or LDP and remains ineligible even if the producer later regains beneficial interest.
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The producer must be able to make all decisions affecting the commaodity including
movement, sale, and the request for an MAL or LDP.

Producers may repay an MAL any time during the loan period at the lesser of the loan rate
plus accrued interest and other charges or an alternative loan repayment rate, the national
posted price, which is announced weekly. Visit the Farm Service Agency (FSA) website
for posted loan and LDP rates.

How to Apply

Producers can apply for an MAL by contacting their local FSA county office. To be considered
for a LDP, producers must first have the form CCC-633 EZ, Page 1, on file with FSA prior
to losing beneficial interest in the wool, mohair or unshorn pelt. It is best to visit the county
office and submit the CCC-633 Page 1 right before you shear. This is completed one time
per crop year and indicates your intention to receive LDP benefits.

To apply and learn more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory credit history. A
credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed
to verify outstanding debts, see if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash
flow.

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in conducting
FSA business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and
will provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit
report, it is up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or
inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score:

e Make sure to pay bills on time

o Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an effective
way to remember payment due dates.

e Pay down existing debt
e Keep your credit card balances low
e Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for
a loan after improving or correcting your credit report.
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For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Applylng for NAP Payments

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible
for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable
to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail,

\ excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood,

. excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for
grazing), among others.

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable
deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application
closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage
report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide:

e The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an
interest during the crop year

e The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable,
salvaged or used differently than intended

e Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could
see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield.

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must
be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and certain
perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent.

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of
Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year
for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information.
Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the crop was marketable,
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commaodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.
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Ask the Expert: A Farm Operating Loan Q&A with
Jack Carlile

In this Ask the Expert, Jack Carlile, Farm Loan Manager for the USDA Farm Service Agency
(FSA), answers questions about farm operating loans and when producers should apply in
order to secure funds for the current crop year.

As the Farm Loan Manager for the Cherokee County Service Center, Jack is responsible for
managing the loan making and loan servicing activities for five counties in northeast
Oklahoma. His office provides services for over 650 farm loan customers. Jack was raised on
a cross bred cow/calf operation that his grandparents started. Over the years, each generation
has added to the operation by purchasing additional pasture. The operation also grows and
bales their own hay. Jack’s agriculture background and degree in agriculture economics from
Oklahoma State University help him better understand the financing needs of his producers.

Who can apply for FSA Farm Loans?

Anyone can apply for FSA’s loan programs. Applications will be considered on basic eligibility
requirements. To apply for a loan, you must meet the following general eligibility requirements
including:

e Be a U.S. citizen or qualified alien.

e Operator of a family farm or ranch.

e Have a satisfactory credit history.

e Unable to obtain credit elsewhere at reasonable rates and terms to meet actual needs.

e Not be delinquent on any federal debts.

To read the full blog visit farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-farm-operating-loan-ga-with-jack-
carlile.

Foreign Investors Must Report U.S. Agricultural
Land Holdings

File with your county office within 90 days of land transactions

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) State Executive Director
Whitney Place in Minnesota reminds foreign investors with an interest in agricultural land in
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the United States that they are required to report their land holdings and transactions to
USDA.

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires foreign investors who
buy, sell or hold an interest in U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings and transactions to
the USDA. Foreign investors must file AFIDA Report Form FSA-153 with the FSA county
office in the county where the land is located. Large or complex filings may be handled by
AFIDA headquarters staff in Washington, D.C.

According to CFR Title 7 Part 781, any foreign person who holds an interest in U.S.
agricultural land is required to report their holdings no later than 90 days after the date of the
transaction.

Foreign investors should report holdings of agricultural land totaling 10 acres or more used for
farming, ranching or timber production, and leaseholds on agricultural land of 10 or more
years. Tracts totaling 10 acres or less in the aggregate, and which produce annual gross
receipts in excess of $1,000 from the sale of farm, ranch, forestry or timber products, must
also be reported. AFIDA reports are also required when there are changes in land use, such
as from agricultural to nonagricultural use. Foreign investors must also file a report when there
is a change in the status of ownership.

The information from AFIDA reports is used to prepare an annual report to Congress. These
annual reports to Congress, as well as more information, are available on the FSA AFIDA

webpage.

Assistance in completing the FSA-153 report may be obtained from the local FSA office. For
more information regarding AFIDA or FSA programs, contact your local county FSA office or
visit farmers.gov.
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