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New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA 
Can Help  
USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from 
people who are interested in more space and working the land 
and we want to let you know we can help. Are you new to 
farming because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get 
started in farming – on everything from helping you register your 
farm to getting financial assistance and advice.  

Get Started with USDA 

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be 
established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA 
can help you register your farm. 

To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer 
ID) and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to your FSA 
representative to show you have control of the property. If your operation is incorporated or an 
entity, you may also need to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal 
ability to enter into contracts with USDA.   

Access to Capital 



USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when 
producers aren’t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing 
land or equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are 
especially popular among producers with smaller farms. For more information, check out our 
Farm Loan Discovery Tool. 

Conservation Practices 

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your 
bottom line and your operation. We’ll help you develop a conservation plan and apply for 
financial assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about 
some of the conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation 
at Work Video Series. 

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation 
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 
Easements are long-term, while a CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for 
land that is not optimal for production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands. 

Additional Resources 

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There 
are many types of insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, 
including organic and sustainable agriculture. 

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts, 
Rural Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with 
USDA, contact your local USDA service center. 

 
Streamlining How You Find Information on 
Farmers.gov 

If you’ve been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little 
different from the last time you were here. We’ve made some 
changes, to improve how you find information so that you can 
find what you need even more easily and efficiently.  

The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page – it’s different now. It opens up, to 
show descriptions and subtopics, making it quicker and easier to figure out what’s where and 
reduce guessing. Why? Two reasons: First, farmers.gov has grown a lot over the years and 
the old navigation wasn’t designed for the load. Second, because you asked for it.  We 
analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the site and tested our new 
designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers through surveys and live 
testing sessions.  

Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are grouped 
and organized to help you easily access the information you need. We also relabeled some of 
our existing pages using more direct language. This means that pages or information you’ve 
used before may have different labels or be in new places.  
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Important changes:  

• The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and 
resources about USDA loans, including the Farm Loan Programs.  

• The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to help 
you prepare and recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your 
operation.  

• The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’t changed much and still 
has information on how to implement conservation practices, improve and preserve 
natural resources, and address conservation concerns.  

• The Manage page is now Working with Us. This page connects you with resources 
that tell you how USDA can help you start, expand, enhance, or improve your 
agricultural operation.  

• The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA resources 
that cater to your specific operation.  Information that was on the Connect page has 
been moved to the Contact Us page and the Get Involved page.  

We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with 
important USDA announcements. We’ve recently created some new webpages, and updated 
some existing ones, to better equip you with the vital information you need. There are even 
more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned!  

For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start by 
asking, then test our designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers.  

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we looked 
for ways to make our site easier to use and to build the information that you’re looking 
for. Live user testing sessions provide data, such as this heatmap, showing where testers 
tended to click during an exercise.  

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and told 
us how to speak using your words, and not legalese.  

Check out farmers.gov today! 
 

Deadline Extended to Apply for Pandemic Support 
for Certified Organic and Transitioning Operations  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has extended the deadline for agricultural 
producers who are certified organic, or transitioning to organic, to apply for the Organic and 
Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP). This program provides pandemic 
assistance to cover certification and education expenses. The deadline to apply for 2020 and 
2021 eligible expenses is now Feb. 4, 2022, rather than the original deadline of Jan. 7, 2022.  

Signup for OTECP, administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), began Nov. 8.  

Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP for eligible expenses 
paid during the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. Signup for the 2022 fiscal year will be 
announced at a later date. 

https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


For each year, OTECP covers 25% of a certified operation’s eligible certification expenses, up 
to $250 per certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and State Organic 
Program fee). This includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic certification 
costs, state organic program fees and more.   

Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75% of a 
transitional operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes fees 
charged by a certifying agent or consultant for pre-certification inspections and development 
of an organic system plan.     

For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75% of the 
registration fees, up to $200, per year, for educational events that include content related to 
organic production and handling in order to assist operations in increasing their knowledge of 
production and marketing practices that can improve their operations, increase resilience and 
expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, both certified and transitional 
operations may be eligible for 75% of the expense of soil testing required under the National 
Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency, not to exceed $100 per 
year.         

Producers apply through their local FSA office and can also obtain one-on-one support with 
applications by calling 877-508-8364. The program application and additional information can 
be found at farmers.gov/otecp.  

Additional Organic Support     

OTECP builds upon USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) which 
provides cost share assistance of 50%, up to a maximum of $500 per scope, to producers and 
handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the 
NOP. Although the application period for OCCSP ended Nov. 1, 2021, FSA will consider late-
filed applications for those operations who still wish to apply. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) recently made improvements to Whole-
Farm Revenue Protection to make it more flexible and accessible to organic producers. 

To learn more about USDA’s broader assistance for organic producers, visit 
usda.gov/organic.    

 
Every Season is Scam Season 
Remember to discuss your USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) account information only with 
people you recognize and trust. 

If you have questions about your FSA accounts, including your farm loans, contact your local 
County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
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The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and 
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, 
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint 
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial 
needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA 
lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or 
the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without 
an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the 
repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be 
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business 
operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the 
application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the 
business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Launches First Phase of Soil Carbon 
Monitoring Efforts through CRP 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $10 million in a new initiative to 
sample, measure, and monitor soil carbon on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to 
better quantify the climate outcomes of the program. CRP is an important tool in the Nation’s 
fight to reduce the worst impacts of climate change facing our farmers, ranchers, and 
foresters. This initiative will begin implementation in fall 2021 with three partners. Today’s 
announcement is part of a broader, long-term soil carbon monitoring effort across agricultural 
lands that supports USDA’s commitment to deliver climate solutions to agricultural producers 
and rural America through voluntary, incentive-based solutions.     

These models include the Daily Century Model, or DayCent, which simulates the movement of 
carbon and nitrogen through agricultural systems and informs the National Greenhouse Gas 
Inventory. Data will also be used to strengthen the COMET-Farm and COMET-Planner tools, 
which enable producers to evaluate potential carbon sequestration and greenhouse gas 
emission reductions based on specific management scenarios.      

USDA partners will conduct soil carbon sampling on three categories of CRP practice types: 
perennial grass, trees, and wetlands. 

About the Conservation Reserve Program         
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CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs, with an established track 
record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, reducing nitrogen runoff and providing 
healthy habitat for wildlife.        

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, agricultural producers enrolled in the program agree 
to remove environmentally sensitive land from production and plant species that will improve 
environmental health and quality. In general, land is enrolled in CRP for 10 to 15 years, with 
the option of re-enrollment. FSA offers multiple CRP signups, including the general signup and 
continuous signup, as well as Grassland CRP and pilot programs focused on soil health and 
clean water. In 2021, producers and landowners enrolled more than 5.3 million acres in CRP 
signups, surpassing USDA’s 4-million-acre goal.    

    Earlier this year, USDA announced updates to CRP including higher payment rates, new 
incentives for environmental practices, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in 
climate change mitigation. This included a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP 
general and continuous signups that aims to increase carbon sequestration and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include establishment of trees and 
permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat, and wetland restoration. Download 
the “What’s New” fact sheet  to learn more about CRP updates.       

 
USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm 
Records 

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm 
records and maps online, the latest self-service feature added 
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real 
time by desktop computer, tablet or phone. Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as 
cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or 
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 
The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you 
time and money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for 
producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new 
enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are 
members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with 
FSA. 

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 
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• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View farm loan and interest information (producers only).   

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision 
agriculture planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. 
After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s 
authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google 
Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended browsers to access the 
feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also 
has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, 
disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the 
navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new webpages, including “Get 
Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more about these changes. 

 
Higher Loan Limit Now Available for USDA 
Guaranteed Farm Loans  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a 
higher loan limit will be available for borrowers seeking a 
guaranteed farm loan starting Oct. 1, 2021, from $1.776 million 
to $1.825 million.    

FSA farm loans offer access to funding for a wide range of producer needs, from securing 
land to financing the purchase of equipment. Guaranteed loans are financed and serviced by 
commercial lenders. FSA provides up to a 95% guarantee against possible financial loss of 
principal and interest. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating 
purposes.  

In fiscal year 2021, FSA saw continued strong demand for guaranteed loans. FSA obligated 
more than $3.4 billion in guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans. This includes nearly 
$1.2 billion for beginning farmers. The number of guaranteed borrowers has grown by 10% to 
more than 38,750 farmers and ranchers over the last decade. FSA expects the increasing 
demand for farm loans to continue into fiscal year 2022.   

Disaster Set-Aside Extension    

USDA has additional support available to producers given the recent outbreaks of the COVID-
19 Delta variant and has extended the availability of COVID-19 Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) for 
installments due through Jan. 31, 2022. In addition, FSA will permit a second DSA for COVID-
19 and a second DSA for natural disasters for those who had an initial COVID-19 DSA. 
Requests for a COVID-19 DSA or a second DSA must be received no later than May 1, 2022. 
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Last year, FSA broadened the use of the DSA. Normally used in the wake of natural disasters, 
the DSA can now allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by COVID-19 and 
determined to be eligible, to have their next payment set aside. The set-aside payment’s due 
date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to twelve months in the 
case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to accrue interest until it 
is repaid. This will improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current production cycle.   

More Information   

Producers can explore available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by 
contacting their local USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with 
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, 
some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to set 
up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to USDA’s 
response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.  
 

 

Mississippi FSA State Office 

6311 Ridgewood Road Suite W100 

Jackson, MS 39211 

Phone: 601-965-4300 

State Executive Director 

Thaddeus Fairley, Sr. 
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