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2015 FSA County 
Committee Elections 
The election of agricultural producer to 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
committees is important to ALL farmers and 
ranchers, whether you are a beginning or 
longtime producer, or whether you have a 
large or small operation.  Every eligible 
agricultural producer should participate in 
these elections because FSA county 
committees are a link between your 
agricultural community and the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).   

Farmers and ranchers who serve on FSA 
county committees apply their judgement 
and knowledge to help with the decisions 
necessary to administer FSA programs in 
their counties, ensuring the needs of local 
producers are met.  FSA county committees 
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Next State Committee Meeting: 
June 10, 2015 at 10:00 A.M. 

 
Interest Rates:  
90-Day Treasury Bill        .125% 
 
Farm Operating Loans -
     Direct                             2.50% 
 
Farm Ownership Loans - 
  Direct                           3.625% 
 
Farm Ownership Loans -  
  Direct Down Payment,  
  Beginning Farmer          1.50% 
 
Emergency Loans            3.50% 
 
Farm Storage Facility 
  Loan (7 year)                 1.75% 
 
Farm Storage Facility  
  Loan (10 years)           1.875% 
 
Farm Storage Facility 
  Loan (12 years)           2.000% 

May 31. 2015 is the final 
availability date for 2014 
Marketing Assistance Loans & 
Loan Deficiency Payments for 
Corn, Cotton, Grain Sorghum, 
Rice and Soybeans. 
 
Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county.   

operate within official federal regulations so 
that local input is provided on federal 
programs such as: 

• Income safety-net loans and 
payments 

• Conservation programs 
• Incentive, indemnity and disaster 

payments for some commodities  
• Emergency programs 
• Payment eligibility 

Agricultural producers of legal voting age 
may be eligible to vote if they participate or 
cooperate in any FSA program.  Individuals 
may nominate themselves or others as a 
candidate.  Organizations representing 
minority and women farmers or ranchers 
may nominate candidates.  Nomination 
forms are filed for the county committee of 
the office that administers a producer's farm 
records. 

To become a nominee, eligible individuals 
must sign nomination form FSA-669A.  The 
form includes a statement that the nominee 
agrees to serve if elected.   

COC Election 2015 Dates 

June 15, 2015 - The nomination period 
begins.  Request nomination forms from the 
local USDA Service Center or obtain online 
at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections 

Aug. 3, 2015 - Last day to file nomination 
forms at the local USDA Service Center 

Nov. 9, 2015 - Ballots mailed to eligible 
voters 

Dec. 7, 2015 - Last day to return voted 
ballots to the USDA Service Center 

Jan. 1, 2016 - Newly elected county 
committee members take office 

 
ARC, PLC and CTAP 
Acreage Maintenance 
Producers enrolled in Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC), Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) or the Cotton Transition Assistance 
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Program (CTAP) must protect all cropland 
and noncropland acres on the farm from 
wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. 
Producers who sign ARC county or 
individual contracts and PLC contracts 
agree to effectively control noxious weeds 
on the farm according to sound agricultural 
practices.  If a producer fails to take 
necessary actions to correct a maintenance 
problem on a farm that is enrolled in ARC, 
PLC or CTAP, the County Committee may 
elect to terminate the contract for the 
program year.   

 

 
USDA Reminds Farmers of 2014 Farm Bill Conservation 
Compliance Changes 
The 2014 Farm Bill implements a change that requires farmers to have a Highly Erodible Land 
Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification (AD-1026) on file.   

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop insurance, a completed and 
signed AD-1026 certification form must be on file with the FSA. The Risk Management Agency 
(RMA), through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop 
insurance program that provides the modern farm safety net for American farmers and ranchers. 

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most commodity, disaster, and conservation 
programs has been linked to compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland 
conservation provisions. The 2014 Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers adhere to 
conservation compliance guidelines to be eligible for most programs administered by FSA and 
NRCS. This includes most financial assistance such as the new price and revenue protection 
programs, the Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock Disaster Assistance programs and 
Marketing Assistance Loans and most programs implemented by FSA. It also includes the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, and other 
conservation programs implemented by NRCS. 

Many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS) programs already have implemented this 
requirement and therefore most producers should already have an AD-1026 form on file for their 
associated lands. If an AD-1026 form has not been filed or is incomplete, then farmers are reminded 
of the deadline of June 1, 2015.  

When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026 certification form, FSA and NRCS staff will 
review the associated farm records and outline any additional actions that may be required to meet 
the required compliance with the conservation compliance provisions.  

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA Service Centers and 
online at: www.fsa.usda.gov . USDA will publish a rule later this year that will provide details 
outlining the connection of conservation compliance with crop insurance premium 
support.  Producers can also contact their local USDA Service Center for information.  A listing of 
service center locations is available at offices.usda.gov.  

 
2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 Average Adjusted Gross Income 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNTE5LjQ1MTMxMjUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDUxOS40NTEzMTI1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTI5OTcxJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWFyb24ucm9iaW5zb25AbXMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWFhcm9uLnJvYmluc29uQG1zLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&104&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNTE5LjQ1MTMxMjUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDUxOS40NTEzMTI1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTI5OTcxJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWFyb24ucm9iaW5zb25AbXMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWFhcm9uLnJvYmluc29uQG1zLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&105&&&http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app


Compliance Reviews 
The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 are conducted on 
producers who the IRS indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations 
described in [7 CFR 1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of 
eligibility or ineligibility.  

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the average AGI limitation of $900,000, receivables 
will be established for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer subject to the 
$900,000 limitation. The Mississippi FSA Office has begun notifying producers selected for review. 
If you have any questions about the review process or determinations, please contact the 
Mississippi FSA Office at 601-965-4300. Producers who receive initial debt notification letters may 
only appeal the amount of the debt to their local FSA office.  Adverse determinations become 
administratively final 30 days from the date of the adverse determination letter and can only be 
reopened if exceptional circumstances exist that prevented the producer from timely filing the 
appeal. 

 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-Up 
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2015 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the 
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent 
disaster program.  TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree 
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have 
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own 
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually. 

 
Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect 
producers who intend to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.   

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables 
or wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a farm.  Payment reductions do not apply to mung 
beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas.  Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not 
considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction.  Farms that are eligible to 
participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, 
vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that 
year.  Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected. 



Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-
for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the 
base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of 
the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage. 

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a 
payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s 
Commodity Credit Corporation. 

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables 
or wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a farm.  Payment reductions do not apply to mung 
beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas.  Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not 
considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction.  Farms that are eligible to 
participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, 
vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that 
year.  Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected. 

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-
for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the 
base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of 
the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage. 

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a 
payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s 
Commodity Credit Corporation. 

 
Low-Interest Financing on Mississippi's Farm Storage Facility 
Loan Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) expanded the Farm Storage and Facility Loan program, 
which provides low-interest financing to producers.  The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.  

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now 
have access to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and 
other food safety-related equipment.  A new more flexible alternative is also provided for 
determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable producers, and waivers are available on a case-
by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if available products are not relevant or 
feasible for a particular producer.   

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security requirements have been eased for loans up to 
$100,000.  Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 and any loan with little resale value required a 
promissory note/security agreement and additional security, such as a lien on real estate.  Now 
loans up to $50,000 can be secured by only a promissory note/security agreement and some loans 
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store 
commodities.  Eligible commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, 
renewable biomass commodities, fruits and vegetables.  Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay 
barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and vegetables.  

Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans, 
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including the Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.  

 
Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunities for Producers 
The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program 
modifications that create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications 
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs 
is available here.  

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and 
continue operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and 
emphasizing beginning and socially disadvantaged producers.    

Changes that will take effect immediately include: 

• Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans. 
• Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county 

as a qualifier instead of the median farm size.  
• Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less 

than regular Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate 
was established at 5 percent.  

• Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan 
Program from $225,000 to $300,000. 

• Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit. 
• Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining 

additional loans from the federal government. 
• Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 

90 percent for socially disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers. 
• Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning 

farmers. 

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA 
Farm Bill website for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs. 

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
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to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 
Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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