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Organic Certification Cost Share Program 
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides 
cost share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural 
products who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the 
National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive 
up to 75 percent of their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2017, 
through Sept. 30, 2018, not to exceed $750 per certification scope. 

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related 
to equivalency agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per 
diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage. 

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional 
certification fees, late fees and inspections necessary to address 
National Organic Program regulatory violations. 

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA 
county offices or they may apply through participating State 
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Agencies, which will be listed at 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index as 
their agreements to administer the program are finalized. 

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms 
site, by selecting "Browse forms" and entering "OCCSP" in the "title 
or keywords" field on the search page. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a local FSA office by visiting 
http://offices.usda.gov 

 

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index
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http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/farm-ownership-loans/index


Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan 
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.  

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends 
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of 
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA 
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment 
period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot 
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a 
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is 
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation 
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.  

 

Payments to Deceased Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all 
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of 
death.  

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of 
precedence of the representatives of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 
• the surviving spouse 
• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law 

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file 
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and 
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment 
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally 
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the 
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the 
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.  

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.  

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program 
benefits that m 

 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/microloans/index


USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018 
Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will 
end on Aug. 1, 2018.  

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by 
signing a contract each program year.  

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm 
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment 
period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation 
Compliance 
Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, compliance 
with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions are required. Farmers 
with HEL determined soils are reminded of tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements as 
specified per their conservation plan. Producers are to notify the USDA Farm Service Agency prior 
to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to insure compliance. Failure to obtain advance 
approval for any of these situations can result in the loss of eligibility and all Federal payments 

 

Adjusted Gross Income Requirements 
The average adjusted gross income (AGI) limitation for commodity and disaster programs under the 
2014 Farm Bill was changed to a $900,000 limitation from all income sources. A person or legal 
entity, other than a joint venture or general partnership, is eligible to receive, directly or indirectly, 
certain program payments or benefits if the average adjusted gross income of the person or legal 
entity falls below the $900,000 threshold for the three taxable years preceding the most immediately 
preceding complete taxable year.  
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Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)  
provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, 
or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought 
(includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 
crops. A notice of loss must be filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when 
losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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