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Environmental Review Required Before
Project Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal
agencies to consider all potential environmental impacts for federally
funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental
review must be completed before actions are approved, such as site
preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are
not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm
Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project
implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental
review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions
regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait
until you receive written approval of your project proposal before
starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing,
site preparation or ground disturbance.


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/287dc91

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning
process to determine what level of environmental review is required
for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

To find contact information
for your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/ms

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of
an environmental review

Guaranteed Conservation Loans

Guaranteed Conservation Loans are available for applicants to install a conservation practice.
These funds may be used for any conservation activities included in a conservation plan or Forest
Stewardship Management plan. A copy of the conservation plan is required to complete the
application. These loans are not limited to just family farmers. In some cases, applicants can
operate non-eligible enterprises. Loan funds are issued by a participating commercial lender and
guaranteed up to 80 percent by FSA or up to 90 percent for beginning and historically underserved
producers.

Livestock Inventory Records

Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary
in the event of a natural disaster.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must
submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock
is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and
receipts.

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

o Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.

Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage
Enrollment for 2020

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers to enroll now in the
Agriculture Risk Loss (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. The deadline to enroll for
the 2020 crop year is June 30, 2020. By enrolling soon, producers can beat the rush as the
deadline nears.
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FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and attention of our staff. Because of
the importance and complexities of the ARC and PLC programs; and to ensure FSA meets your
program delivery expectations, please do not wait to start the enroliment process. Contact your FSA

county office and make an appointment soon to ensure your elections are made and contracts
signed well ahead of the deadline.

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or
revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms.

The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower
seed and wheat.

Farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that take effect beginning
with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the office, the yield update and
enrollments may be completed during the same office visit.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available
at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc. To enroll, contact your EFSA county office for an appointment.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

o Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your
local USDA Service Center. You may also visit fsa.usda.gov.

Changing Bank Accounts

FSA program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In order to make timely
payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank
information is changed for whatever reason (such as your financial institution merging or being
purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing
numbers.

For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for
crop year 2019 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t
paid until 2020. If the bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an
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entity or partnership before the payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as
possible to claim your payment.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans:
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $600,000 and the repayment
period for the loan is up to 40 years.

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit fsa.usda.gov.
To find your local FSA office, visit offices.usda.gov.

Selected Interest Rates for April

90-Day Treasury Bill 1.625%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.375%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.000%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down 1.500%
Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher

Emergency Loans 3.375%

Reasonable Accommodation: Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or
participate in this meeting/event/function should contact Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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