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USDA Mississippi Farm Direct Loans
Service Agency (FSA) FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating

6311 Ridgewood Road, Loans to producers who want to establish, maintain or

Suite W00, Jackson, MS strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process,

39211 approve and service direct loans.

Phone: 601-965-4300 Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and

Fax: 844-325-6966 feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other
costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be

Acting State Executive used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to

Director: R. M. Carnegie refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate.

State Committee: Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland,

Orlando Kilcrease, Ph.D enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair buildings, and to

Paul Myrick make farm improvements.

Kenneth Oswalt

Sterling Withers The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and
operating loans is $300,000 and a down payment is not required.

Next State Committee Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral

Meeting TBA and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are

normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are
To find contact information for not to exceed 40 years.
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/ms



https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/144397b
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to
apply for a direct farm ownership or operating loan.

New Program Connects Farmers to More Resources That Benefit
Their Operation

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new service that combines resources offered by
national, state and local agricultural organizations to help farmers and ranchers start, improve or
expand their operation.

Bridges to Opportunity is a partnership of USDA and non-USDA agricultural agencies, coming
together to help provide the information farmers and ranchers need. The Bridges service is
supported through a customized software application that houses information from partner
organizations, making the information easily accessible to customers seeking agricultural resources
while in FSA county offices.

Partnering with FSA’s Bridges to Opportunity provides a central location for USDA and local, state
and national agricultural organizations to offer support to farmers and ranchers and help with
disaster assistance, grants, technical help, financial advice and educational courses.

Agricultural organizations that partner with FSA are providing access to programs, upcoming
events, workshops and other resources with farmers and ranchers that come through the doors of
FSA county offices.

To learn more about Bridges to Opportunity and how it can help you, contact your FSA County
Office or you may also visit the FSA website for more information.

2015, 2016 and 2017 Average Adjusted Gross Income Compliance
Reviews

The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2015, 2016 and 2017 are conducted on producers
who the IRS indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations described in [7
CFR 1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of eligibility or
ineligibility.

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the average AGI limitation of $900,000, receivables
will be established for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer subject to the
$900,000 limitation. The Mississippi FSA Office has begun notifying producers selected for review.
If you have any questions about the review process or determinations, please contact the
Mississippi FSA Office at 601-965-4300 Ext 125. Producers who receive initial debt notification
letters may only appeal the amount of the debt to their local FSA office. Payment eligibility adverse
determinations become administratively final 30 days from the date of the payment eligibility
adverse determination letter and can only be reopened if exceptional circumstances exist that
prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commaodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Bridges

sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commaodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 calendar
days after the normal harvest date.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar
days of the final planting date for the crop.

Final Planting Dates

All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so
please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely
planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to
provide farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their
home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all
without visiting an FSA county office.

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA
data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program
acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation status information, field
boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact information and membership interest
and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and
allow operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
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Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This
level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting
your local FSA office to finalize access.

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office.
To find your local FSA county office, click http://offices.usda.gov

USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in
2017

Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can
begin visiting FSA county offices starting Nov. 1, 2016, to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop
year. The enroliment period will continue until Aug. 1, 2017.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll
by signing a contract each program year.

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enroliment period, the producers on that farm will not be
eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices
or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.
Producers who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered
commodities. Covered commaodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Selected Interest Rates for January 2017

90-Day Treasury Bill .375

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.375

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.625

Emergency Loans- 3.375

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years)--2.25

Commodity Loans 1996-Present -- 1.875

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment Beginning Farmer or Rancher--1.50

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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