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Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and
prevented planting and may be completed by any producer with an
interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all

crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-

Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a

CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days
of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent
or 15 calendar days after the normal harvest date.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or
loss through the administrative County Office within 72 hours of the
date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone.
Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than
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Acting State Executive by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of

Director: Loss, within the required 15 calendar days.
R. M. Carnegie

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576
Next State Committee must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting date for
Meeting: TBD the crop.

Baled Hay and the Imported Fire Ant

If you buy, sell, or produce baled hay, check out USDA’s new factsheet titled “Questions and
Answers: Moving Baled Hay From Areas Under Quarantine for Imported Fire Ant.” This publication
contains useful information for farmers, ranchers, hay growers, and suppliers as they respond to
recent wildfires in Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. Its goal is to help support commerce
and the movement of hay, while guarding against the further spread of the imported fire ant. Click
here to open the factsheet. The Web address is http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-health/baled-hay.

USDA Announces Additional Financial Incentives for
Conservation Reserve Program Participants to Improve
Forest Health and Enhance Wildlife Habitat

In an effort to improve wildlife habitat and the health of private forest lands, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced additional incentives available for
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants to actively manage forest lands enrolled in the
program.

Under the provisions of the 2014 Farm Bill, $10 million is available nationwide to eligible CRP
participants. Those selected will be encouraged to thin, prescribe burn or otherwise manage their
forests in order to allow sunlight to reach the forest floor. This will encourage the development of
grasses, forbs and legumes, benefitting numerous species including pollinators and grassland-
dependent birds such as the northern bobwhite.

Eligibility is limited to landowners and agricultural producers already enrolled in CRP with
conservation covers primarily containing trees. Incentive payments, not to exceed 150 percent of
the cost to implement a particular customary forestry activity as described, have been established.
CRP participants meeting eligibility requirements and interested in making offers to participate
should visit their local FSA county office.

For more information about FSA conservation programs, visit the FSA office at the local USDA
service center or go to www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

Recoghnizing our Farmers and Ranchers

Through their voluntary participation in the various conservation programs the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) oversees, farmers and ranchers help protect drinking
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water, reduce soil erosion, and help preserve and restore wildlife habitats, forests and wetlands.
Thanks to American agricultural producers, there are currently more than 23 million acres enrolled
in the Conservation Reserve Program.

As we recognize Earth Day on April 22, we thank our farmers and ranchers for caring for the land,
and ensuring the air we breathe and the water we drink is safe and clean.

For more information on FSA conservation programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Organic Producers and Handlers May Apply for Certification
Cost Share Reimbursements; Expanded Eligibility for
Transition and State Certification Cost

Starting March 20, 2017, organic producers and handlers will be able to visit over 2,200 USDA
Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices to apply for federal reimbursement to assist with the cost of
receiving and maintaining organic or transitional certification.

USDA reimburses organic producers up to 75 percent of the cost of organic certification, but only
about half of the nation’s organic operations currently participate in the program. Starting March 20,
USDA will provide a uniform, streamlined process for organic producers and handlers to apply for
organic cost share assistance either by mail or in person.

USDA is making changes to increase participation in the National Organic Certification Cost Share
Program (NOCCSP) and the Agricultural Management Assistance Organic Certification Cost Share
Program, and at the same time provide more opportunities for organic producers to access other
USDA programs, such as disaster protection and loans for farms, facilities and marketing.
Producers can also access information on nonfederal agricultural resources, and get referrals to
local experts, including organic agriculture, through USDA’s Bridges to Opportunity service at the
local FSA office.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work schedules,
distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney form available that enables you to designate
another person to conduct your business at the office. If you are interested, please contact our
office or any Farm Service Agency office near you for more information. Power of Attorney
provisions do not apply to farm loan programs.

Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and
service direct loans.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be
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used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related
debts, excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or
operating loan.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S.
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have
purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within
90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25
percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and
others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting
requirements.

Adjusted Gross Income Requirements

The average adjusted gross income (AGI) limitation for commodity and disaster programs under the
2014 Farm Bill was changed to a $900,000 limitation from all income sources. A person or legal
entity, other than a joint venture or general partnership, is eligible to receive, directly or indirectly,
certain program payments or benefits if the average adjusted gross income of the person or legal
entity falls below the $900,000 threshold for the three taxable years preceding the most immediately
preceding complete taxable year. However, the AGI limitation for conservation programs may be
waived on a case-by-case basis if it is determined that environmentally sensitive land of special
significance would be protected.

CRP Payment Limitation

Payments and benefits received under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are subject to the
following:

e payment limitation by direct attribution
o foreign person rule
e average adjusted gross income (AGI) limitation

The 2014 Farm Bill continued the $50,000 maximum CRP payment amount that can be received
annually, directly or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. This payment limitation includes all
annual rental payments and incentive payments (Sign-up Incentive Payments and Practice
Incentive Payments). Annual rental payments are attributed (earned) in the fiscal year in which
program performance occurs. Sign-up Incentive Payments (SIP) are attributed (earned) based on



the fiscal year in which the contract is approved, not the fiscal year the contract is

effective. Practice Incentive Payments (PIP) are attributed (earned) based on the fiscal year in
which the cost-share documentation is completed and the producer or technical service provider
certifies performance of practice completion to the county office.

Such limitation on payments is controlled by direct attribution.

e Program payments made directly or indirectly to a person are combined with the pro rata
interest held in any legal entity that received payment, unless the payments to the legal
entity have been reduced by the pro rata share of the person.

e Program payments made directly to a legal entity are attributed to those persons that have
a direct and indirect interest in the legal entity, unless the payments to the legal entity have
been reduced by the pro rata share of the person.

e Payment attribution to a legal entity is tracked through four levels of ownership. If any part
of the ownership interest at the fourth level is owned by another legal entity, a reduction in
payment will be applied to the payment entity in the amount that represents the indirect
interest of the fourth level entity in the payment entity.

Essentially, all payments will be “attributed” to a person’s Social Security Number. Given the current
CRP annual rental rates in many areas, it is important producers are aware of how CRP offered
acreages impact their $50,000 annual payment limitation. Producers should contact their local FSA
office for additional information. NOTE: The information in the above article only applies to
contracts subject to 4-PL and 5-PL regulations. It does not apply to contacts subject to 1-PL
regulations.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this
meeting/event/function should contact Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



