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Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications

Many producers have experienced delays in receiving
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market
Gains on Marketing Assistance Loans (MALSs) because they
have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers,
including landowners who share in the crop, have filed a valid
CCC-941.

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance
with the average adjusted gross income provisions will not
receive payments that have been processed. All farm
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and
have pending payments should IMMEDIATELY file the form with
their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants
are encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the
form. FSA has been issuing 2016 ARC/PLC payments and 2017
CRP payments.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018.
Unlike the past, producers must have the CCC-941 certifying
their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1cc49e1
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms

USDA Announces Additional Financial Incentives for Conservation Reserve Program
Participants to Improve Forest Health and Enhance Wildlife Habitat

In an effort to improve wildlife habitat and the health of private forest lands, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced additional
incentives available for Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants to actively manage
forest lands enrolled in the program.

Under the provisions of the 2014 Farm Bill, $10 million is available nationwide to eligible CRP
participants. Those selected will be encouraged to thin, prescribe burn or otherwise manage
their forests in order to allow sunlight to reach the forest floor. This will encourage the
development of grasses, forbs and legumes, benefitting numerous species including pollinators
and grassland-dependent birds such as the northern bobwhite.

Eligibility is limited to landowners and agricultural producers already enrolled in CRP with
conservation covers primarily containing trees. Incentive payments, not to exceed 150 percent
of the cost to implement a particular customary forestry activity as described, have been
established. CRP patrticipants meeting eligibility requirements and interested in making offers
to participate should visit their local FSA county office.

For more information about FSA conservation programs, visit the FSA office at the local USDA
service center or go to www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018

FSA today announced that starting Nov. 1, 2017, farmers and ranchers with base acres in the
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll
for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will end on Aug. 1, 2018.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll
by signing a contract each program year.

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enroliment period will not be eligible
for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or
farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the
program. Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018
enrollment period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed,
long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed,
sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered
commodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local
FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection Coverage before Crop Sales
Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The
2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved
and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as
discounted premiums for additional levels of protection.”

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no
permanent federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and
grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf
grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx.

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that
exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of
their expected production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA
Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost
Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance
premium costs.

Report Livestock Losses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP
compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of
normal mortality due to adverse weather

For 2017, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2017, and no later than 60 calendar
days from the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss
must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. Participants
must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of growers contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation


https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible
livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%.

These established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under
“normal” conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2017 must file both of the
following:

e A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent
e An application for payment by March 31, 2018.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at:
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools
necessary to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel
from the loan application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending
institutions. While it is FSA’'s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and
evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when
changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
Any significant changes to family income or expenses;

The development of problem situations;

Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA
on time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S.
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who
have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to
FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil
penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government
offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify
foreign investors of these reporting requirements.

Selected Interest Rates for

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.875%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.750%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.500%
Emergency Loans 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 yrs.) 2.250%


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642
(Relay voice users).



