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Landowners who participate in the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) are responsible for fire management on their CRP acreage.
Fireguard technical practices should be outlined in the
Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO).

Landowners must complete the necessary management activities
outside of the Primary Nesting Season. In Mississippi, the Primary
Nesting Season is April 1st through August 15t for all other
activities. The goal is to suppress the amount of fuel in the event of
a wildfire while still promoting the diversity of the conservation
cover.

FSA encourages producers to be proactive in preventing the
spread of wildfire. Fire management includes installing firebreaks,
which should be included in the contract support document and
installed according to NRCS firebreak standards.

Barren firebreaks will only be allowed in high risk areas, such as
transportation corridors, rural communities, and adjacent


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms

farmsteads. A conservationist must certify that there will not be an
To find contact information for erosion hazard from the barren firebreak. If erosion becomes a
your local office go to problem, remedial action will be taken.
www.fsa.usda.gov/ms

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

Retired or retiring landowners or operators are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) acres to beginning, veteran or underserved farmers or ranchers through the
Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for
up to two additional years after the CRP contract expires, provided the transition is not to a family
member.

Enrollment in TIP is on a continuous basis. Beginning, veteran or underserved farmers and
ranchers and retiring CRP participants may enroll in TIP beginning one year before the expiration
date of the CRP contract or Aug. 15. For example, if a CRP contract is scheduled to expire on Sept.
30, 2018, the land may be offered for enrollment in TIP beginning Oct. 1, 2017, through Aug. 15,
2018. The Aug. 15 deadline allows the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) time to
complete the TIP sustainable grazing or crop production conservation plans. The TIP application
must be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands.

New landowners or renters must return the land to production using sustainable grazing or farming
methods.

For more information on TIP, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

The Census of Agriculture is a Producer's Voice, Future, and
Opportunity

In December farmers and ranchers across the nation received the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Producers can mail in their completed census form, or respond online via the improved web
questionnaire. The online questionnaire has been revised extensively to make it more convenient
for producers.

Conducted once every five years, the census of agriculture is a complete count of all U.S. farms,
ranches, and those who operate them; it is the only source of uniform, comprehensive, and impartial
agriculture data for every state and county in the nation.

Farmers and ranchers, trade associations, government, extension educators, researchers, and
many others rely on census of agriculture data when making decisions that shape American
agriculture — from creating and funding farm programs to boosting services for communities and the
industry. The census of agriculture is a producer's voice, future, and opportunity.

For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or
call (800) 727-9540
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Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site
preparation or ground disturbance.

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators

Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning,
small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help
with agricultural operation costs.

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index

Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

e Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

¢ Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work schedules,
distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney form available that enables you to designate
another person to conduct your business at the office. If you are interested, please contact our
office or any Farm Service Agency office near you for more information. Power of Attorney
provisions do not apply to farm loan programs.

Changing Bank Accounts

All FSA payments should be electronically transferred into your bank account. In order to make
timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account or if your bank is purchased
by another financial institution. Payments can be delayed if we are not aware of changes to account
and routing numbers.

Selected Interest Rates for January 2018

90-Day Treasury Bill 1.270%

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 3.000%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.750%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.500%
Emergency Loans 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) 2.250%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400

Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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