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Message From the State
Executive Director

Greetings from the Mississippi Farm Service
Agency (FSA) State Office!

FSA provides federal program benefits to
support and sustain America's healthful,
stable, accessible and affordable food
supply. Our primary mission at FSA is to
assist Mississippi farmers and ranchers in
securing the best possible benefit from
programs such as disaster relief,
conservation, loans for operating and land
purchase, commodity price support
assistance and other available resources
through USDA initiatives.

We encourage you to read our monthly
newsletters and bulletins as this is our
primary way of disseminating information
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State Executive Director:
Michael R. Sullivan

State Committee Met:
February 10, 2016 at 10:00
a.m.

Interest Rates:

90-Day Treasury Bill .125%
Farm Operating Loans
- Direct 2.625%
Farm Ownership Loans -

Direct 3.875%
Farm Ownership Loans -

Direct Down Payment,

Beginning Farmer 1.50%
Emergency Loans .625%
Farm Storage Facility

Loan (7 year) 2.000%
Farm Storage Facility

Loan (10 years) 2.250%
Farm Storage Facility

Loan (12 years) 2.375%

Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
your operation or county.

other than by word of mouth. Visit our USDA
Service Centers and allow us to assist you in
taking advantage of many services that are
available to you as landowners and
producers. You may contact your

local County Office for more information on
our programs and loans

- http://offices.usda.gov.

Enrollment Period for 2016
USDA Safety Net Coverage
Began Dec. 7

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has
announced that producers who chose
coverage from the safety net programs
established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as
the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or the
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can
begin visiting FSA county offices starting Dec.
7, 2015, to sign contracts to enroll in
coverage for 2016. The enrollment period
will continue until Aug. 1, 2016.

Although the choice between ARC and PLC
is completed and remains in effect through
2018, producers must still enroll their farm by
signing a contract each year to receive
coverage.

Producers are encouraged to contact their
local FSA office to schedule an appointment
to enroll. If a farm is not enrolled during the
2016 enrollment period, producers on that
farm will not be eligible for financial
assistance from the ARC or PLC programs
should crop prices or farm revenues fall
below the historical price or revenue
benchmarks established by the program.

The two programs were authorized by the
2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a
substantial drop in prices or revenues for
covered commodities. Covered commodities
include barley, canola, large and small
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats,
peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice,
medium grain rice (which includes short grain
and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland
cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For
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more details regarding these programs, go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are
encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To
find a local FSA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

49th Enrollment Period for the General Conservation Reserve
Program Underway

December 2015 marked the 30th Anniversary for the Nation’s Most Successful Voluntary
Conservation Program

Farmers and ranchers are reminded that the general enroliment period for the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) started Dec. 1, 2015, and ends on Feb. 26, 2016. December 2015 also
marked the 30th anniversary of CRP, a federally funded program that assists agricultural producers
with the cost of restoring, enhancing and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and trees to improve
water quality, prevent soil erosion and reduce loss of wildlife habitat.

As of September 2015, 24.2 million acres were enrolled in CRP. CRP also is protecting more than
170,000 stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, enough to go around the world 7 times.
For an interactive tour of CRP success stories from across the U.S., visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30, or follow on Twitter at #CRPis30.

Participants in CRP establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved
grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop
wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. In return, FSA provides participants with
rental payments and cost-share assistance. At times when commodity prices are low, enrolling
sensitive lands in CRP can be especially attractive to farmers and ranchers, as it softens the
economic hardship for landowners at the same time that it provides ecological benefits. Contract
duration is between 10 and 15 years. The long-term goal of the program is to re-establish native
plant species on marginal agricultural lands for the primary purpose of preventing soil erosion and
improving water quality and related benefits of reducing loss of wildlife habitat.

Contracts on 1.64 million acres of CRP are set to expire on Sept. 30, 2016. Producers with expiring
contracts or producers with environmentally sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options
under CRP.

Since it was established on Dec. 23, 1985, CRP has:

e Prevented more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, enough soil to fill 600 million dump
trucks;

¢ Reduced nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95 and
85 percent respectively;

e Sequestered an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9
million cars off the road.

Since 1996, CRP has created nearly 2.7 million acres of restored wetlands.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
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For more information FSA conservation programs, visit a local FSA office or
www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

NAP Application for Coverage Deadlines

NAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers when natural disasters cause castrophic
loss of production (low yield) or prevented planting of an eligible noninsurable crop by providing
coverage equivalent to CAT. In the event of a natural disaster, NAP covers the amount of loss
greater than the expected production based on the producer’s approved yield and reported acreage.
For other eligible NAP crops, producers may select buy-up coverage ranging from 50 to 65 percent
of production, in 5 percent increments, and for 100 percent of the average market price. Producers
who want to purchase coverage through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
should to do so on or before the application closing date for the applicable crop.

NAP Application Closing Dates are shown below:
1/15/2016 Closing Date

for broccoli, cabbage, greens, and white potatoes
2/1/2016 Closing Date

for beans, cantaloupe, cucumbers, eggplant, honeydew, lettuce, pecans, peppers, radishes,
squash, turnips, and watermelons

2/28/2016 Closing Date

for corn, cotton, okra, peanuts, peas, pumpkins, rice, sesame, sorghum, soybeans, sugarcane, and
sweet potatoes

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of lllinois to create an online
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected
production at 100 percent of the average market price available, including coverage for organics
and crops marketed directly to consumers. Crops intended for grazing are not eligible for additional
NAP coverage.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact your
Administrative County Office or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

USDA Offers Flood Impacted Mississippi Farmers and
Ranchers Immediate Disaster Assistance
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Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist Agricultural Producers Slammed by Recent Heavy
Rains

Mississippi Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the state of federal
farm program benefits that may be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy
rains and flooding.

FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in
their recovery efforts following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters. Available programs and
loans include:

e Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting
occur due to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must
have purchased NAP coverage for 2015 crops.

e Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may
include those determined by FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, floods, blizzards,
wildfires, tropical storms, tornados lightening, extreme heat, and extreme cold. Producers
will be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible
adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30
calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.

e Tree Assistance Program (TAP) — provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery
tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster.

e Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program
(ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease,
adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster
programs. ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was
purchased or mechanically harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the
producer's eligible livestock. In order to be considered eligible, harvested forage must be
baled; forage that is only cut, raked or windrowed is not eligible. Producers must submit a
notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is
apparent.ELAP also covers up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when a producer has
been forced to remove livestock from a grazing pasture due to floodwaters.For beekeepers,
ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in instances where the hive has been
destroyed by a natural disaster including flooding, high winds and tornadoes.

e Emergency Loan Program — Available to producers with agriculture operations located in
a county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low
interest loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought,
flooding.

e Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.

e HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and
ranchers to share 'Need Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another
feature to post advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads announcing the availability
of grazing land or ads requesting a need for land to graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet.

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting
and failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-
576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet

For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ or contact
your local FSA Office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

2016 Acreage Reporting Dates in Mississippi

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
the Name County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Name County:

December 15, 2015 Fall-Seeded Small Grains
January 15, 2016 Blueberries, Grapes, and Peaches
March 15, 2016 Pecans

July 15, 2016: All other crops

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Time is Running Out - Report Livestock Losses by Jan. 30,
2016

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of hormal mortality due to adverse
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme
cold.

For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2015, and before December 31, 2015. A
notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is

apparent. Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office
no later than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested:


http://offices.usda.gov/
http://offices.usda.gov/

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of growers contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock,
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 5%. These
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal”
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2015 must file both of the following:

e Anotice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by January
30, 2016
e An application for payment by January 30, 2016.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be acitizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident

alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

e Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> </span>The
project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate
supervision

e Recommendation of a parent or guardian.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
e Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm



e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA
e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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