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Lenders Can Now Apply for New Heirs’ Property
Relending Program

Intermediary lenders can now apply for loans through the new -
Heirs’ Property Relending Program (HPRP). The U.S.

Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting applications =

today through October 29, 2021, and cooperatives, credit unions . o A

and nonprofit organizations are encouraged to apply for these -

competitive loans, which ultimately will help agricultural ﬁ
producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land ownership and

succession issues.

Through HPRP, FSA loans up to $5 million at a 1% interest rate to eligible lenders. Then,
those eligible lenders will reloan funds to heirs to help resolve title issues by financing the
purchase or consolidation of property interests and financing costs associated with a
succession plan.

How to Apply

Intermediary lenders should apply by the October 29, 2021 deadline using the HPRP
application form (FSA-2637), which can be submitted to FSA by mail:

FSA Deputy Administrator for Farm Loan Programs
Loan Making Division

STOP 0522

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, DC 20250


https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-08/farmersgov-heirspropertyrelendingprogramapplication-06-30-21.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-08/farmersgov-heirspropertyrelendingprogramapplication-06-30-21.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Additionally, FSA will host a webinar on September 15 at 2 p.m. ET for interested lenders,
who can register or learn more on the ESA Outreach and Education webpage.

Eligible Lenders Intermediary lenders must:

e be certified as a community development financial institution, and

e have experience and capability in making and servicing agricultural and commercial
loans that are similar in nature.

If applications exceed the amount of available funds, FSA will prioritize applicants that both:
have at least 10 years or more of experience with socially disadvantaged farmers; and
e are located in states that have adopted a statute consisting of enactment or adoption

of the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act (UPHPA). A list of these states is
available at gov/heirs/relending.

More Information

Frequently asked guestions (including those in Spanish, Thai and Chinese), the August 3
2021 overview webinar, and other resources can be found on farmers.gov/heirs/relending.

After the loans are announced, USDA will distribute information for heirs on how to apply.
Information for heirs is also on farmers.gov/heirs/relending.

USDA Updates Pandemic Assistance for Livestock,
Poultry Contract Producers and Specialty Crop
Growers

r

USDA Sets October 12 Deadline for CFAP 2

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating the
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) for contract
producers of eligible livestock and poultry and producers of
specialty crops and other sales-based commodities. CFAP 2,
which assists producers who faced market disruptions in 2020
due to COVID-19, is part of USDA’s broader Pandemic
Assistance for Producers initiative. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has set
an Oct. 12 deadline for all eligible producers to apply for or modify applications for CFAP 2.

Assistance for Contract Producers

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, provides up to $1 billion for payments to contract
producers of eligible livestock and poultry for revenue losses from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec.
27, 2020. Contract producers of broilers, pullets, layers, chicken eggs, turkeys, hogs and pigs,
ducks, geese, pheasants and quail may be eligible for assistance. This update includes
eligible breeding stock and eggs of all eligible poultry types produced under contract.

Payments for contract producers were to be based on a comparison of eligible revenue for the
periods of Jan. 1, 2019, through Dec. 27, 2019, and Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 27, 2020.
Today’s changes mean contract producers can now elect to use eligible revenue from the
period of Jan. 1, 2018, through Dec. 27, 2018, instead of that date range in 2019 if it is more
representative. This change is intended to provide flexibility and make the program more
equitable for contract producers who had reduced revenue in 2019 compared to a hormal
production year. The difference in revenue is then multiplied by 80% to determine a final
payment. Payments to contract producers may be factored if total calculated payments
exceed the available funding and will be made after the application period closes.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Foutreach-and-education%2Fwebinars%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8a5ab37b77df413224eb08d9829c0a77%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637684428972034139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MS4OzbuOcjahn6v22uuhsZ4Wafxlu5iVYBwE5ZBv1fs%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/heirs/relending?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/heirs/relending/faq?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fapp%3Ddesktop%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26v%3DwKKnB3tNTlg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8a5ab37b77df413224eb08d9829c0a77%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637684428972044091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=msL1KO0qLcIuYIXeoaLHBlVmHsOVR5Ru4nFNDJsn5wU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fapp%3Ddesktop%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26v%3DwKKnB3tNTlg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8a5ab37b77df413224eb08d9829c0a77%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637684428972044091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=msL1KO0qLcIuYIXeoaLHBlVmHsOVR5Ru4nFNDJsn5wU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/heirs/relending?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/heirs/relending?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Additional flexibilities have been added to account for increases to operation size in 2020 and
situations where a contract producer did not have a full period of revenue from Jan. 1 to Dec.
27 for either 2018 or 2019. Assistance is also available to new contract producers who began
their farming operation in 2020.

Updates for Sales-Based Commodities

USDA is amending the CFAP 2 payment calculation for sales-based commodities, which are
primarily comprised of by specialty crops, to allow producers to substitute 2018 sales for 2019
sales. Previously, payments for producers of sales-based commodities were based only on
2019 sales, with 2019 used as an approximation of the amount the producer would have
expected to market in 2020. Giving producers the option to substitute 2018 sales for this
approximation, including 2018 crop insurance indemnities and 2018 crop year Noninsured
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus
(WHIP+) payments, provides additional flexibility to producers of sales-based commodities
who had reduced sales in 2019.

Grass seed has also been added as an eligible sales commodity for CFAP 2. A complete list
of all eligible sales-based commodities can be found at farmers.gov/cfap2/commodities.
Producers of sales-based commodities can modify existing applications.

Applying for Assistance

Newly eligible producers who need to submit a CFAP 2 application or producers who need to

modify an existing one can do so by contacting their local FSA office. Producers can find their
local FSA office by visiting farmers.gov/service-locator. Producers can also obtain one-on-one
support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. All new and modified CFAP 2 applications

are due by the Oct. 12 deadline.

New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting

Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once

If you file crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and participating
insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA), you can now provide
the common information from your acreage reports at one office and the information will be
electronically shared with the other location.

You must still contact both your local FSA office and your insurance provider to validate and
sign acreage reports, complete maps, or provide program-specific information, including
reporting uninsured crops to FSA. The common data from the first-filed acreage report will
now be available to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report.

You can access your FSA farm information from the convenience of your home computer
using the customer self-service portal, FSAFarm+. You'll have the ability to view, print or
export personal farm data, such as field boundaries, images of the farm, conservation status,
operator and owner information and much more.

To enroll in this online service, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Streamlining How You Find Information on
Farmers.gov


http://www.farmers.gov/cfap2/commodities?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8a5ab37b77df413224eb08d9829c0a77%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637684428972054049%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BuvG8exM4bUOdIJsbOYlhWFGvtM2dhZxAGEni5O58Qc%3D&reserved=0

If you've been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little different from the last time you
were here. We've made some changes, to improve how you find information so that you can
find what you need even more easily and efficiently.

The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page — it's different now. It opens up, to
show descriptions and subtopics, making it quicker and easier to figure out what's where and
reduce guessing. Why? Two reasons: First, farmers.gov has grown a lot over the years and
the old navigation wasn’t designed for the load. Second, because you asked for it. We
analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the site and tested our new
designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers through surveys and live
testing sessions.

Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are grouped
and organized to help you easily access the information you need. We also relabeled some of
our existing pages using more direct language. This means that pages or information you've
used before may have different labels or be in new places.

Important changes:

e The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and
resources about USDA loans, including the Farm Loan Programs.

e The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to help
you prepare and recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your
operation.

e The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’'t changed much and still
has information on how to implement conservation practices, improve and preserve
natural resources, and address conservation concerns.

e The Manage page is now Working With Us. This page connects you with resources
that tell you how USDA can help you start, expand, enhance, or improve your
agricultural operation.

e The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA resources
that cater to your specific operation. Information that was on the Connect page has
been moved to the Contact Us page and the Get Involved page.

We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with
important USDA announcements. We’ve recently created some new webpages, and updated
some existing ones, to better equip you with the vital information you need. There are even
more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned!

For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start by
asking, then test our designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers.

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we looked
for ways to make our site easier to use and to build the information that you're looking

for. Live user testing sessions provide data, such as this heatmap, showing where testers
tended to click during an exercise.

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and told
us how to speak using your words, and not legalese.

Check out farmers.gov today!


https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Linkage Requirements for Payments Received
Under WHIP+ and/or QLA

If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program+ (WHIP+)
or the Quality Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop production and/or quality

losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 crop years, you are required to meet linkage
requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both the 2022 and 2023 crop
years.

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage
Agreement) was submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop insurance, if
available, or NAP coverage if federal crop insurance is not available. The coverage
requirement is applicable to the physical location county of the crop that received WHIP+
and/or QLA benefits.

Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county FSA
Office to inquire about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable coverage by
the sales/application closing date will result in the required refund of WHIP+ benefits
received on the applicable crop, plus interest. You can determine if crops are eligible for
federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA website.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Announces Pandemic Assistance for Timber
Harvesters and Haulers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing up to $200 million to provide relief to
timber harvesting and timber hauling businesses that have experienced losses due to COVID-
19 as part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Loggers and truckers can
apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 22 through Oct. 15,
2021. The Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers program (PATHH) is
administered by FSA in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized this critical assistance for the timber
industry. Timber harvesting and hauling businesses that have experienced a gross revenue
loss of at least 10% during the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2020, compared to the period of
Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2019, are encouraged to apply.

Program Details

To be eligible for payments, individuals or legal entities must be a timber harvesting or timber
hauling business where 50% or more of its gross revenue is derived from one or more of the
following:

e Cutting timber.
e Transporting timber.

e Processing of wood on-site on the forest land (chipping, grinding, converting to
biochar, cutting to smaller lengths, etc.).

Payments will be based on the applicant’s gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2019, through
Dec. 1, 2019, minus gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 1, 2020,


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FActuarialInformationBrowser2018%2FCropCriteria.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8a5ab37b77df413224eb08d9829c0a77%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637684428972054049%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fgEqPPxNeeS3SNQ%2F%2FlKcRNvYp1e7R4A5BLbvhNJB3iI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8a5ab37b77df413224eb08d9829c0a77%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637684428972064004%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TtfmU5bxA0qEKWXmzSo4MrG2NGjvwPBmn4G4IB5OK2Q%3D&reserved=0

multiplied by 80%. FSA will issue an initial payment equal to the lesser of the calculated
payment amount or $2,000 as applications are approved. A second payment will be made
after the signup period has ended based upon remaining PATHH funds.

The maximum amount that a person or legal entity may receive directly is $125,000.
Applying for Assistance

Loggers and truckers can apply for PATHH beginning on July 22 by completing form FSA-
1118, Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Program application, and

certifying to their gross revenue for 2019 and 2020 on the application. Additional
documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/pathh for more information on how to apply.

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by
mail, fax, hand delivery, or via electronic means. To find a local FSA office, loggers and
truckers can visit farmers.gov/service-locator. They can also call 877-508-8364 to speak
directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance.

Reporting Organic Crops

If you want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance

Program (NAP) organic price and you select the "organic"
=== Option on your NAP application, you must report your crops as
aa Organic.

- When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must
be included in the organic acreage.

You must also provide a current organic plan, organic
certificate or documentation from a certifying agent indicating
an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

e name of certified individuals

e address

e telephone number

o effective date of certification

e certificate number

e list of commodities certified

e name and address of certifying agent

e a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the
buffer zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income
from organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide
a written certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of
each field of certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.


http://www.farmers.gov/pathh?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Selected Interest Rates for September 2021

90-Day Treasury B|II 0.125%

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 1.875%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.00%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.50%
Emergency Loans 2.875%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) 1.00%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.125%

Mississippi FSA State Office

6311 Ridgewood Road, Suite W100
Jackson, MS 39211

Phone:601-965-4300

Aaron Robinson
Patty W Roberts

Administrative officer
Acting State Executive Director aaron.robinson@usda.gov
patty.roberts@usda.gov

William Miller Kristi Gill

Production Adjustment Chief
kristi.gill@usda.gov

Farm Loan Program Chief
bart.miller@usda.gov

Demetrice Evans

Price Support Chief
demetrice.evans@usda.gov
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