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WHIP+ Eligibility 
To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of 
certain crops, trees, bushes, or vines in counties with a Presidential 
Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster 
Designation (primary counties only) for the following named natural 
disaster events; hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic 
activity, snowstorms, wildfires, and now excessive moisture that 
occurred in 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not 
designated by the Secretary as a primary county may be eligible if 
the producer provides documentation showing that the loss was 
due to a qualifying natural disaster event. 

For drought, counties having a D3 or D4 Drought Monitor 
classification in any portion of the county anytime during calendar 
year 2018 or 2019 will also be eligible. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/28365ed


To find contact information for 
your local office go to 

www.fsa.usda.gov/ms  

 

  

A list of counties that received qualifying hurricane declarations and 
designations is available at farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus. The 
U.S. Drought Monitor is available at https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/. 

Because livestock losses are covered by other disaster recovery 
programs offered through FSA, these losses are not eligible for 
WHIP+. 

 

  

 

 

Farm Safety 
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes 
less than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped. 

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger. Augers, power 
take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or clothing. 

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not 
to mention children. It is always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment. Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery. Ensure 
everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged. 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first. 

 

 

 

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation  

A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for 
farmers. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has 
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits 
for several loan products. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C2f03504a637d4c21c70f08d7272fbff1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637020958347536931&reserved=0&sdata=KAvAnS5CX2z3Cb%2F0jRGvJ%2B7ao5pB0SNi70BH%2FZgoTXU%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fxx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/whip-plus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe64e8134cb44059d1b508d7bb8e3eb3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637184091914752137&reserved=0&sdata=XaC%2Bi5oSAMWnMlHMt%2B4U1EklwAhzORVNc3lwst52Zi0%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


How the Tool Works  

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov  

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers 
to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov 
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest 
immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and 
feed everyone. 

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov. 

 

 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing 
Acres Locator Tool 

FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  is the "go to" online resource for agricultural 
producers to list information concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay 
and grazing acres 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet


If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support 
livestock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, 
landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay 
Net advertisement as well. 

A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website: 
    • There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to post 
        an ad online.  
    • Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.  
    • Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.  
    • Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and remove 
        ads you no longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate advertisements 
on 
        this site. 
Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to 
provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise 
make representations of any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for 
defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts. 

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your 
local FSA office.  For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov. 

 

Direct Loans. 

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and 
service direct loans. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan 
amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment 
terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. 
Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to 
exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan. 

 

  

Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation  

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, 
but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site 
preparation or ground disturbance. 

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level 
of environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

 

 

 

Selected Interest Rates for March 2020 

90-Day Treasury Bill                                                                     1.625% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct                                                    2.625% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct                                                   3.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher                                                       1.5% 

Emergency Loans                                                                         3.625% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
(7 years)                                                                                       1.500% 

 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 


