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Celebrate Women's History Month

Throughout history, women have been catalysts for change, driving progress in society, and shaping a more
equitable future for all. Throughout the month of March, USDA will highlight the many contributions of
USDA women leaders throughout our organization. The 2024 Women’s History Month theme, "Women
Who Advocate for Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion," highlights the remarkable individuals across the nation
who tirelessly champion the eradication of bias and discrimination from our lives and institutions.

There are many women professionals, past and present, at USDA, who deserve our admiration and who have
made our department better for their work here. As we observe Women's History Month in 2024, let us take
this opportunity to reflect on the progress we have made and recognize the challenges that lie ahead. USDA
remains steadfast in its commitment to creating a workplace that embraces, values, and respects all
individuals.

The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP)
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The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP), administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA), provides payments to eligible owners of nonindustrial private forest
(NIPF) land in order to carry out emergency measures to restore land damaged by a natural disaster.

EFRP enrollment is administered by FSA state and county committees and county offices. Producers should
inquire with their local FSA county office regarding EFRP enrollment periods and eligibility.

FSA county committees determine land eligibility using on-site damage inspections that assess the type and
extent of damage. To be eligible for EFRP, NIPF land must:

e Have existing tree cover (or had tree cover immediately before the natural disaster occurred and is
suitable for growing trees); and

e Be owned by any nonindustrial private individual, group, association, corporation, or other private
legal entity.

Cost-share payments are:

e Up to 75 percent of the cost to implement approved restoration practices; and

e Limited to $500,000 per person or legal entity per disaster.

To restore NIPF, EFRP participants may implement emergency forest restoration practices, such as:

e Debris removal, such as down or damaged trees, in order to establish a new stand or provide for
natural regeneration.

e  Site preparation, planting materials, and labor to replant forest stand;
e Restoration of forestland roads, fire lanes, fuel breaks, or erosion control structures;
e Fencing, tree shelters, and tree tubes to protect trees from wildlife damage; and
e Wildlife enhancement to provide cover openings and wildlife habitat.
For More Information
This fact sheet is for informational purposes only; other restrictions may apply. For more information about

FSA disaster programs, visit http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA office. To find your local
FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. https://www.farmers.gov/recover

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New Crop Year

FSA and NRCS program applicants for benefits are required to submit a
completed CCC-902 (Farming Operation Plan) and CCC-941 Average
Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax
Information for FSA to determine the applicant’s payment eligibility and
establish the maximum payment limitation applicable to the program

applican-t.

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility and payment
limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that may affect the previous
determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed by the participant is considered to be a continuous
certification used for all payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations applicable for the
program benefits requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related forms on file in the
county office are updated, current, and correct. Participants are required to timely notify the county office of
any changes in the farming operation that may affect the previous determination of record by filing a new or
updated CCC-902 as applicable.

Changes that may require a NEW determination include, but are not limited to, a change of:

e Shares of a contract, which may reflect:

e A land lease from cash rent to share rent
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e A land lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule
¢ A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement

e  The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of cropland that may
affect the application of a cropland factor

e  The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's share

e The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal labor, and/or active
personal management

e Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming interests of a spouse
or minor child

e Certifications of average AGI are required to be filed annually for participation in an annual USDA
program. For multi-year conservation contracts and NRCS easements, a certification of AGI must
be filed prior to approval of the contract or easement and is applicable for the duration of the
contract period.

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines established for each applicable
program for which program benefits are being requested.

FSA Is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers

——

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific
- conservation practices under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program
agree to remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural
production and to plant species that will improve environmental health
and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land
cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of
wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices can
be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive bidding
during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local County USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.
Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

e  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program
sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

For more information contact, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Applying for FSA Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to establish,
maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved and serviced by FSA loan
officers.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to
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finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real
estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair
buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for
direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on
the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid
within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or
operating loan.

Reminder: Insurance Linkage Requirements for Payments Received Through the Emergency Relief
Program

Producers who received an Emergency Relief Program (ERP) payment
need to meet ERP insurance linkage requirements by purchasing crop
insurance, or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage where crop insurance is not available.

Purchase coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level or higher for

e o = insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP

.jﬁ;c'.-_‘;'-,, ; LM‘.:.._EH crops for the next two available crop years, which will be determined
from the date you received an ERP payment and may vary depending on

the timing and availability of coverage. The insurance coverage requirement applies to the physical location

of the county where the crop was located and for which an ERP payment was issued.

Contact your crop insurance agent or local FSA county office as soon as possible to ask about coverage
options. Producers who do not obtain the applicable coverage by the sales/application closing date will be
required to refund the ERP benefits received on the applicable crop, plus interest. To determine which crops
are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP, visit the RMA website.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Mississippi FSA State Office

State Executive Director

Thaddeus Fairley, Sr

6311 Ridgewood Road
Suite W100
Jackson, MS 39211

Phone: 601-965-4300

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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