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NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent 
of expected production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average 
market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers 
also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent 
of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 
percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent 
of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected 
production.    

Producers have a one-time opportunity until May 24, 2019, to obtain buy-up 
coverage for 2019 or 2020 eligible crops for which the NAP application closing 
date has passed.   

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/246c74e


To find contact information 
for your local office go to: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ms 

Next County Committee 
Meeting:  TBA 

 

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation  

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before actions are 
approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to, the 
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If 
project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, this will result in a denial of 
the request. There are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you 
receive written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, 
vegetation clearing, site preparation or ground disturbance. 

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA must have 
copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

 

Storage and Handling Trucks Eligible for Farm Storage Facility 
Loans 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) provide low-interest financing so producers can build or upgrade facilities 
to store commodities. Some storage and handling trucks are eligible for the FSFL. These include: 

• Cold Storage Trucks-A van or truck designed to carry perishable freight at specific temperatures. Cold 
storage trucks can be ice-cooled or equipped with any variety of mechanical refrigeration systems. 

• Flatbed Trucks-Truck with an open body in the form of a platform with no side walls for easy loading 
and unloading. These trucks can be categorized into different sizes which range from light, medium, or 
heavy duty, compact or full-size, or short and expandable beds. 

• Grain Trucks-A piece of farm equipment specially made to accommodate grain products and are 
traditionally truck chassis units with a mounted grain “dump” body where grain commodities are 
transported from a field to either a grain elevator or a storage bin. 

• Storage Trucks with a Chassis Unit-Commonly referred to as a box truck, box van or straight truck, is 
a truck with a cargo body mounted on the same chassis with the engine and cab. 

To be eligible for FSFL, the storage and handling truck must be less than 15 years old and have a maximum of 
four axles with a gross weight rating of 60,000 pounds or less. Pick-up trucks, semi-trucks, dump trucks, and 
simple insulated and ventilated vans are ineligible for FSFL. 

FSFL for storage and handling trucks must be $100,000 or less. FSFL-financed storage and handling trucks 
must be used for the purpose for which they were acquired for the entire FSFL term. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms


Eligible commodities include grains, oilseeds, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits 
and vegetables, floriculture, hops, maple sap, milk, cheese, yogurt, butter, eggs, meat/poultry (unprocessed), 
rye and aquaculture. 

For more information or to apply for a FSFL, contact your local FSA Service Center. 

 

2019 Acreage Reporting Dates  

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit their local 
FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-
specific deadlines. 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

•   

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office. 

•   

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left 
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before grazing or 
harvesting of the crop begins. 

 

ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance 

Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs must 
protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. 
Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively control noxious 
weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a producer fails to take necessary actions to 
correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to 
terminate the contract for the program year. 

 

Livestock Inventory Records 

Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary in the event 
of a natural disaster. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered excessive 
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide verifiable 
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of 
loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or 

https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when 
the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts. 

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 

• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;    

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office. 

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve 
Property 

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new financing 
avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to beginning or 
underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized 
farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling 
over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating 
costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of 
loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand 
eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. 
Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your local FSA 
office. 

 

Conservation Reserve Program – Continuous Enrollment Period 

he U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing a continuous signup period under the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP signup 52). Offers may be accepted beginning June 3, 2019 through August 23, 2019. 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) CRP is a voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers 
so that environmentally sensitive agricultural land is used for conservation benefits. CRP participants establish 
long-term, resource-conserving vegetative species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”), to 
control soil erosion, improve the water quality and enhance wildlife habitat. In return, FSA provides participants 
with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. Continuous signup enrollment contracts are 10 to 15 
years in duration. 

 

Direct Loans 

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish, maintain 
or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct loans. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, 
insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor 
improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair 
buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for 
direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on 
the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid 
within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating 
loan. 

 

County Committee Elections 2019 Dates 
  

June 14, 2019 

  

The nomination period begins. Request 
nomination forms from your local USDA 
Service Center. 

Aug. 1, 2019 Last day to file nomination forms at the 
local USDA Service Center 

Nov. 4, 2019 Ballots mailed to eligible voters 

Dec. 2, 2019 Last day to return voted ballots to the 
USDA Service Center 

Jan. 1, 2020 Newly elected county committee 
members take office 

 

 

Reasonable Accommodation: Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate 
in this meeting/event/function should contact Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

  

 


