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USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for
Perennial Forage Changes to July 15

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage
reporting deadline for perennial forage for 2019 and subsequent
years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses,
including prevented planting or failed acreage, are the foundation
for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for
livestock owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain
program eligibility.

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) must report
their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following:

e the established acreage reporting date (July 15


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/292109a

Next County Committee e 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of

Meeting: TBA the specific crop acreage being reported
e the established normal harvest date for the end of the
To find contact information for coverage period.

your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/ms

Reporting Organic Crops
Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic

price and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as
organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals

address

telephone number

effective date of certification

certificate number

list of commodities certified

name and address of certifying agent

a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer
zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

June 30 Last Day to Complete Enroliment for 2020 Agriculture
Risk Coverage, Price Loss Coverage Programs

Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2020 must do so by June 30. Although program elections for the
2020 crop year remain the same as elections made for 2019, all producers need to contact their
local USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to sign a 2020 enrollment contract.

To date, more than 1.4 million ARC and PLC contracts have been signed for the 2020 crop year.
This represents 89 percent of expected enrollment. FSA will send reminder postcards to producers
who, according to agency records, have not yet submitted signed contracts for ARC or PLC for the
2020 crop year.

Producers who do not complete enrollment by close of business local time on Tuesday, June 30 will
not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2020 crop year and will be ineligible to receive a payment
should one trigger for an eligible crop.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms
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ARC and PLC contracts can be mailed or emailed to producers for signature depending on
producer preference. Signed contracts can be mailed or emailed back to FSA or, arrangements can
be made in advance with FSA to drop off signed contracts at the FSA county office — call ahead for
local drop off and other options available for submitting signed contracts electronically.

Producers are eligible to enroll on farms with base acres for the following commaodities: barley,
canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed,
oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium- and short-grain rice, safflower seed,
seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC including web-based decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-
plc.

Farmers and Ranchers in Mississippi Can Now Apply for
Financial Assistance through USDA’s Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program

Online Tools and Toll-Free Number Available to Assist Producers

Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP),
which provides direct payments to offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. The application
and a payment calculator are now available online, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) staff
members are available via phone, fax and online tools to help producers complete applications. The
agency set up a call center in order to simplify how they serve new customers across the nation.

Applications will be accepted through August 28, 2020. Through CFAP, USDA is making available
$16 billion for vital financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a
five-percent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing
costs as a result of lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the
orderly marketing of commodities.

We also want to remind producers that the program is structured to ensure the availability of funding
for all eligible producers who apply.

In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their maximum total payment upon approval
of the application. The remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the payment limit, will be
paid at a later date nationwide, as funds remain available.

Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap.
Also, on that webpage, producers can find a payment calculator to help identify sales and inventory
records needed to apply and calculate potential payments.

Additionally, producers in search of one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call
877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a good first
step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local USDA Service
Center.


http://www.farmers.gov/cfap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance
Program Signup

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has started making payments through the Wildfire and
Hurricane Indemnity Program — Plus (WHIP+) to agricultural producers who suffered eligible losses
because of drought or excess moisture in 2018 and 2019. Signup for these causes of loss opened
March 23, and producers who suffered losses from drought (in counties designated D3 or above),
excess moisture, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires
can still apply for assistance through WHIP+.

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or
vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster
Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying natural disaster events that occurred in calendar
years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary
county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a
qualifying natural disaster event.

For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred
was rated D3, or extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years
2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered losses should contact their FSA county office.

In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement
a WHIP+ provision for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when
marketing crops damaged by eligible disaster events. To ensure an effective program for all
impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information on the extent of quality loss from
producers and stakeholder organizations.

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at
farmers.gov/whip-plus.

USDA Reports Record Enroliment in Key Farm Safety-Net

Programs

Producers signed a record 1.77 million contracts for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2019 crop year, which is
more than 107 percent of the total contracts signed compared with a 5-year average. USDA also
reminds producers that June 30 is the deadline to enroll in ARC and PLC for the 2020 crop year.

Producers interested in enrolling for 2020 should contact their FSA county office. Producers must
enroll by June 30 and make their one-time update to PLC payment yields by September 30.

FSA attributes the significant participation in the 2019 crop year ARC and PLC programs to
increased producer interest in the programs under the 2018 Farm Bill and to an increase in eligible
farms because of the selling and buying of farms and new opportunities for beginning farmers and
military veterans with farms having 10 or fewer base acres. Enroliment for 2019 ended March 16.

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools


http://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

For more information on ARC and PLC, download the program fact sheet or the 2014-2018 farm
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available at

www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. To locate the nearest USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-
center-locator.

Selected Interest Rates for

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 1.375%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 2.250%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct

Down Payment, Beginning Farmer

or Rancher 2.50%
Emergency Loans 2.375%
Farm Storage Facility Loans

(3 years) 0.250%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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