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Message from Mississippi State Director:

Important News for Mississippi Farmers and Ranchers!

| am sure that you likely aware of the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) that was announced May 16, by
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. Mississippi producers who suffered losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines
due to a qualifying natural disaster event during crop years 2020 and 2021 could be eligible for ERP

benefits. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was available.

Qualifying natural disaster events include, but are not limited to, wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, winter
storms, freeze, excessive moisture, qualifying drought, and related conditions.

The program will be implemented in two phases. Phase 1 will streamline and simplify the delivery of the program
by using a streamlined application process with pre-filled applications to producers who received RMA or NAP
indemnities for the applicable crop years. Insured producers for Phase 1 began receiving letters and a pre-filled
applications the week of May 31. However, potential eligible Phase 1 NAP producers will be notified later. If you
agree to the information on your mailed application, simply sign the application and submit it to a local FSA County.
If you disagree or have questions about your application, please reach out to your crop insurance agent. | have
heard from several producers that farm consultants are able to get producers higher payments: this is not true!
Phase 1 is very simple, and our FSA County Office staff is committed and very capable of servicing your needs to
ensure you submit a complete application and that you are paid every dollar you qualify for. Please be mindful that
all applications are subject to spot check; therefore, it is imperative that the information you are certifying to is
accurate.

Phase 2, which will be announced later, will provide financial assistance to eligible producers through a more
traditional application process and will be available for shallow losses, quality losses, producers without crop
insurance or NAP coverage and producers that did not receive Phase 1 payments, or elected not to participate in
Phase 1.

Thanks for your time, and we look forward to providing superior service.
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USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of Organic, Transitioning Producers

Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers
and handlers who are transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and Transitional Education
Certification Program (OTECP) and Organic Certification Cost Share

Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers cover the cost of organic
certification, along with other related expenses. Applications for OTECP and
OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.

OTECP covers:

e Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).

e Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification inspections and
development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).

e Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).
e Soil testing (75% up to $100).
Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, livestock,
processing/handling and State organic program fees.

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and OCCSP cover costs
incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022. Producers have until October 31, 2022 to file applications,
and FSA will make payments as applications are received.

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local USDA Service
Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and handlers will need to provide documentation
of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP
through participating State agencies.

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.

Nominations Open for the 2022 County Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, and
FSA program participants to take part in the County Committee election nomination process.

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input
and local administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable
administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary of
Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). Each
member serves a three-year term.

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of underserved farmers
and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and
landowners and/or operators who have limited resources.
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All nomination forms for the 2022 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by
Aug. 1, 2022. For more information on FSA county committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact
sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.qov/elections.

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting for cover crops,
revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated the definitions of “idle” and
“fallow.”

Reporting Cover Crops:
Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories:

e Cereals and other grasses
e Legumes
e Brassicas and other broadleaves

e Mixtures

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated according to policy
guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and the acreage report must be revised to
reflect the actual crop.

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date:

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and the crop has
already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date when the new operator or owner acquired
the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported
crop acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s
satisfaction to determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change occurred
to permit the revision.

Acreage Reports:

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports. Failure to file an acreage
report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will not
accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.

Reporting Grazing Allotments:

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use form “FSA-578” to report grazing
allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. Your local FSA office will need the
grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land.

Definitions of Terms

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) (field/subfield) which is
not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or skip row.

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where cultivated land that is
normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center. or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

e  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program
sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

For more information contact, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation
ﬁ;’ £ The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to

; consider all potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the
project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be
completed before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground
disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency
Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and
farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions
regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it's important to wait until you receive
written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans.
Contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what
level of environmental review is required for your program application so that it can
be completed timely.

Applying for FSA Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to establish, maintain, or
strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved and serviced by FSA loan officers.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals,
insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor
improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair
buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for direct
operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of
loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years
and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating loan.
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Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items for Eligible Farmers

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please
report any changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an

i incorrect name or business name on file to our office. You should also report

... changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase.
You should also report any changes to your operation in which you reorganize to
form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in
their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm
Operating Plan on form CCC-902.

To update your records, contact your local County USDA Service Center.

FSA recently began mailing 303,000 pre-filled applications for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP), a new
program designed to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, and
other qualifying natural disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021.

The past few years have been tough to say the least. As producers have dealt with the continued impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic, they have also struggled to recover from more frequent, more intense natural disasters. | am
grateful that Congress passed, and President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and
Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in critical emergency relief.

After extensive stakeholder outreach, including with producers and groups that have not always been included in
USDA programs, our team began work developing a responsive, easier-to-access program that could be rolled out
in phases. We’re now rolling out the first phase of ERP, which uses existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating initial payments.

By leveraging existing data, we will be able to deliver approximately $6 billion in assistance on a faster timeline; at
the same time, my team and | are committed to ensuring that producers who do not have existing data on file with
USDA are captured in the second phase of ERP, which will be explicitly focused on filling gaps in previously
implemented emergency assistance.

To apply for ERP Phase 1, here’s what you need to do:

1. Check Your Mailbox

The form being mailed to you includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application process, and provides
estimated ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate application form for each program year in
which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to
receive an ERP phase one payment. This application takes about 0.176 hours (that’s less than 15 minutes) for
producers to complete, compared to the former Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program — Plus application which
took several hours for producers to complete and even longer for FSA staff.

The deadline to return completed ERP applications to FSA is Friday, July 22, 2022. If you have NAP coverage,
you will receive pre-filled ERP applications later this summer. Details on ERP Phase 2 will be forthcoming as well.

2. Check Your Eligibility

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar years
2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was available, except for
crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos,
excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying
drought*, and related conditions.

*Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP are available online.
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3. Check Required Forms on File with FSA

Producers must have the following forms on file with FSA:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain
Programs (if applicable).

e Ahighly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation
certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates.

If you have previously participated in FSA programs, you will likely have these required forms on file. However, if
you’re uncertain or want to confirm the status of your forms, contact your local FSA county office.

4. Check Historically Underserved Status with FSA, If Applicable

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, socially
disadvantaged, and veteran farmers, and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated ERP payment.

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have the following form on file with FSA:

Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher
Cettification.

5. Check Your Future Insurance Coverage

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or NAP
coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined by the
Secretary.

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may vary
depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops. The final crop
year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this requirement is the
2026 crop year.

6. Check Your bank

Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by FSA, producers who have direct
deposit should look for payment within three business days.

More Information
We have additional resources, including:

e ERP May 16, 2022 New Release
e ERP Fact Sheet

e Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

e Emergency Relief Webpage
e ERP Notice of Funding Availability

In addition to ERP, FSA is also implementing the first phase of the new Emergency Livestock Relief Program. At
this time, FSA has made more than $588 million in payments to impacted livestock producers.

Bottom line, we take your feedback seriously, and we wanted to deliver this relief as soon as possible. We learned
from previous relief programs, and we’re excited to be getting this to you as swiftly as we can.
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Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes of address, zip
code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file to our office. You should also
report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any
changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming operation to the
County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902.

To update your records, contact your local County USDA Service Center.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be
successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application process through the borrower’s
graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and
evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the
borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

e Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation

¢ Any significant changes to family income or expenses

e The development of problem situations

e Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

e If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact
your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Waiver of DCIA Compliance for Commodity and Farm Storage Facility Loan Programs

On January 27, 2021, the Biden-Harris Administration suspended all debt
collections, foreclosures, and other adverse actions for borrowers of direct farm
APPLY NOW loans and Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) through USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) because of the national public health emergency caused by the
Coronavirus pandemic.

It has been determined that the January 2021 suspension included a waiver of the
Debt Collection Improvement Act (DCIA) noncompliance for issuing new Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL), Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDP) or FSFL to borrowers who are in delinquent status with FSFL or farm loans.

Under normal circumstances, DCIA specifies that a person cannot obtain Federal financial assistance in the form of
loans (other than disaster loans), loan insurance, or guarantees if that person has delinquent Federal non-tax debt.
MAL, LDP, and FSFL programs administered by FSA are currently subject to these statutory constraints.

FSA county offices will review MALs, LDPs, and FSFLs that were previously denied on or after January 27, 2021,
because of DCIA noncompliance. Offices will notify applicants of the waiver provisions and the opportunity to
obtain a loan. All applicable eligibility requirements remain in place with the exception of DCIA waiver.

Reach out to your local FSA office for more information. To find your local office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Mississippi FSA State Office

6311 Ridgewood Road
Suite W100
Jackson, MS 39211

Phone: 601-965-4300

State Executive Director
Thaddeus Fairley, Sr.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington,
DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)

377-8642 (Relay voice users).




