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USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop 
Growers   

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) plans to provide up to $200 
million in assistance for specialty crop producers who incur 
eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or 
renew a food safety certification in calendar years 2022 or 
2023. USDA’s new Food Safety Certification for Specialty 
Crops (FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty 
crop producers to comply with regulatory requirements and market-driven food safety 
certification requirements, which is part of USDA’s broader effort to transform the food system 
to create a more level playing field for small and medium producers and a more balanced, 
equitable economy for everyone working in food and agriculture.   

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 food 
safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is 
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an emphasis 
on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic 
and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from Hollis, N.H., where he 
toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA’s efforts to help reduce costs for 
farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding to cut regulatory costs 
and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire and across the nation.  

Program Details  
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FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety 
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification in 
calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty 
crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as a portion of their 
related expenses.  

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition 
of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses related to the 
2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.  

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:  

• Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification. 

• Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan. 

• Food safety certification. 

• Certification upload fees. 

• Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water. 
FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher 
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and veteran 
farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be found at 
farmers.gov/food-safety.  

Applying for Assistance  

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and the 
application period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments at the 
time of application approval for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023. If 
calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be prorated.  

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety 
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with 
other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center 
nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. 

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility information 
and forms needed to apply.  

 

USDA to Allow Producers to Request Voluntary Termination of Conservation Reserve 
Program Contract  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will allow Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
participants who are in the final year of their CRP contract to request voluntary termination of 
their CRP contract following the end of the primary nesting season for fiscal year 2022. 
Participants approved for this one-time, voluntary termination will not have to repay rental 
payments, a flexibility implemented this year to help mitigate the global food supply challenges 
caused by the Russian invasion of Ukraine and other factors. Today, USDA also announced 
additional flexibilities for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).    

FSA is mailing letters to producers with expiring acres that detail this flexibility and share other 
options, such as re-enrolling sensitive acres in the CRP Continuous signup and considering 
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growing organic crops. Producers will be asked to make the request for voluntary termination 
in writing through their local USDA Service Center.   

If approved for voluntary termination, preparations can occur after the conclusion of the 
primary nesting season. Producers will then be able to hay, graze, begin land preparation 
activities and plant a fall-seeded crop before October 1, 2022. For land in colder climates, this 
flexibility may allow for better establishment of a winter wheat crop or better prepare the land 
for spring planting.    

Organic Considerations  

Since CRP land typically does not have a recent history of pesticide or herbicide application, 
USDA is encouraging producers to consider organic production. USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) provides technical and financial assistance to help producers 
plan and implement conservation practices, including those that work well for organic 
operations, such as pest management and mulching. Meanwhile, FSA offers cost-share for 
certification costs and other fees.   

Other CRP Options  

Participants can also choose to enroll all or part of their expiring acres into the Continuous 
CRP signup for 2022. Important conservation benefits may still be achieved by re-enrolling 
sensitive acres such as buffers or wetlands. Expiring water quality practices such as filter 
strips, grass waterways, and riparian buffers may be eligible to be reenrolled under the Clean 
Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) and CLEAR 30 options under CRP. Additionally, 
expiring continuous CRP practices such as shelterbelts, field windbreaks, and other buffer 
practices may also be re-enrolled to provide benefits for organic farming operations.   

If producers are not planning to farm the land from their expiring CRP contract, the Transition 
Incentives Program (TIP) may also provide them two additional annual rental payments after 
their contract expires on the condition that they sell or rent their land to a beginning or veteran 
farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group.  

Producers interested in the Continuous CRP signup, CLEAR 30, or TIP should contact FSA by 
Aug. 5, 2022.     

NRCS Conservation Programs  

USDA also encourages producers to consider NRCS conservation programs, which help 
producers integrate conservation on croplands, grazing lands and other agricultural 
landscapes. EQIP and CSP can help producers plant cover crops, manage nutrients and 
improve irrigation and grazing systems. Additionally, the Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP), or state or private easement programs, may be such an option. In many 
cases, a combination of approaches can be taken on the same parcel.  For example, riparian 
areas or other sensitive parts of a parcel may be enrolled in continuous CRP and the 
remaining land that is returned to farming can participate in CSP or EQIP and may be eligible 
to receive additional ranking points.  

Other Flexibilities to Support Conservation  

Additionally, NRCS is also offering a new flexibility for EQIP and CSP participants who have 
cover cropping including in their existing contracts. NRCS will allow participants to either 
modify their plans to plant a cover crop (and instead shift to a conservation crop rotation) or 
delay their cover crop plans a year, without needing to terminate the existing contract. This will 
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allow for flexibility to respond to market signals while still ensuring the conservation benefits 
through NRCS financial and technical assistance for participating producers.   

More Information  

Producers and landowners can learn more about these options by contacting FSA and NRCS 
at their local USDA Service Center.  

 

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of Organic, Transitioning Producers 

Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, 
along with producers and handlers who are transitioning to 
organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and Transitional Education 
Certification Program (OTECP) and Organic Certification Cost 
Share Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers 
cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related 
expenses. Applications for OTECP and OCCSP are both due 

October 31, 2022.  

OTECP covers:   

• Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).  

• Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification 
inspections and development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).  

• Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).  

• Soil testing (75% up to $100).   
Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022. 

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, 
livestock, processing/handling and State organic program fees.    

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and 
OCCSP cover costs incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022.  Producers have 
until October 31, 2022 to file applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are 
received.   

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local 
USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and handlers 
will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic 
producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating State agencies.    

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.  
 

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans 

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new 
or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks. 

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, 
barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), 
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hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, 
floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), 
eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and 
discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities 
for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require 
additional security. 

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional 
farm products, and underserved producers. 

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  

 

Obtaining Payments Due to Deceased Producers 

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all 
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date 
of death. 

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of 
precedence for the representatives of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 

• the surviving spouse 

• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 

• surviving father and mother 

• surviving brothers and sisters 

• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State 
law 

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a 
form FSA-325 to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify 
that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment 
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline by the deceased or a person legally 
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the 
deceased participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal 
authority to submit the form. 

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased. 
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FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program 
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared 
incompetent. 

 

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the latest 
self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, 
tablet or phone. Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, 
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or 
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you 
time and money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for 
producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new 
enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are 
members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with 
FSA. 

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 

• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 

• View and submit conservation requests. 

• View technical references and submit questions. 

• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts. 

• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 

• View farm loan and interest information (producers only).   

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision 
agriculture planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. 
After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s 
authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google 
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Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended browsers to access the 
feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also 
has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, 
disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the 
navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new webpages, including “Get 
Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more about these changes. 

 

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with Real Estate Security 

Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers 
must obtain prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction 
that affects real estate security. These transactions include, but are not limited to: 

• Leases of any kind 

• Easements of any kind 

• Subordinations 

• Partial releases 

• Sales 

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other 
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current 
and future loans. 

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or 
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on 
borrower responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass. 

 

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain Results in Financial Penalties  

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal 
without prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized 
disposition. The financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and your name will 
be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul any grain 
under loan. 

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve Property 

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and 
improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to 
beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a 
career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized 
farming operations.  
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Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, 
tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.   

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can 
be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA Service or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 

Ask USDA available to answer questions about FSA programs  

Ask USDA is now available as a tool for FSA customers to ask 
questions about FSA programs and services. 

Ask USDA, available at ask.usda.gov is similar to AskFSA, 
which was decommissioned  Sept. 21, but it also provides 
information for all USDA programs. Ask USDA allows USDA 
customers to search for and read answers about FSA 
programs and services in the same location as they read about 
other USDA programs and services. 

Customers are able to submit questions through email, chat, 
and phone if they need more information. This improved 
customer service approach provides a one-stop shopping 
experience that covers all of USDA’s many programs. 

 

 

Mississippi FSA State Office 

6311 Ridgewood Road Suite W100 

Jackson . MS 39211 

Phone: 601-965-4300 

State Executive Director 

Thaddeus Fairley, Sr. 

  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users). 
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