October 2018

USIDA  united states
=—=_= Department of
=] Agriculture ¢

\\ 17/

Farm Service Agency Electronic News Service H

C ovDelivery

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

Table of Contents

Microloans

Marketing Assistance Loans

2015, 2016 and 2017 Average Adjusted Gross Income Compliance Reviews

Update Your Records

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses

Emergency Disaster Declarations and Designations

2017 Wildfires and Hurricane Indemnity Program (2017 WHIP)

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses

Mississippi State FSA Newsletter

Mississippi State Farm
Service Agency

6311 Ridgewood Rd., Suite
W100, Jackson, MS 39211

Phone: 601-965-4300 Fax:
844-325-6966

www.fsa.usda.gov/ms

State Executive Director:
Robert A. (Bobby) Carson

State Committee:
Bobby Moody
Scott Flowers
Rita Seward
Henry Reed

State Committee meeting:
TBA

Microloans

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to
$50,000 to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller
operations and non-traditional operations, can be used for
operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise,
purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming
operation. The staff at your local County FSA office can provide
more details on farm operating and microloans and provide loan
applications. Loans to beginning farmers and members of
underserved groups are a priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible
commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-month loan while the
crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer
and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more
advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent
structures used to store eligible commodities, or for storage and
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To find contact information for handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A

your local office go to variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker

www.fsa.usda.gov/ms silos, grain bins, hay storage structures and refrigerated structures
for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per
loan.

Please call your local FSA County office if you have questions
about any of the loans available through FSA.

2015, 2016 and 2017 Average Adjusted Gross Income
Compliance Reviews

The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2015, 2016 and 2017 are conducted on producers
who the IRS indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations described in [7
CFR 1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of eligibility or
ineligibility.

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the average AGI limitation of $900,000, receivables
will be established for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer subject to the
$900,000 limitation. The State FSA Office has begun notifying producers selected for review. If you
have any questions about the review process or determinations, please contact the Mississippi FSA
Office at 601-965-4300. Producers who receive initial debt notification letters may only appeal the
amount of the debt to their local FSA office. Payment eligibility adverse determinations become
administratively final 30 days from the date of the payment eligibility adverse determination letter
and can only be reopened if exceptional circumstances exist that prevented the producer from
timely filing the appeal.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address,
zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee
in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
Losses

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur
due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes,
flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15
days of the final harvest date.

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of
when a loss becomes apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
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floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Emergency Disaster Declarations and Designations

Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly,
variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to
provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation
may be the eligibility trigger. When natural disaster occurs, there is a process for requesting a
USDA Secretarial disaster designation for a county. Agricultural producers can play a vital role in
this process.

If you have experienced a production loss as a result of a natural disaster you may submit a request
to your local FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial disaster
designation. Once a request is received, the county office will collect disaster data and create a
Loss Assessment Report. The County Emergency Board will review the Loss Assessment Report
and determine if a recommendation is sent forward to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture for the
designation.

For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

2017 Wildfires and Hurricane Indemnity Program (2017 WHIP)

Mississippi agricultural producers of crops directly affected by Hurricane Harvey and/or Hurricane
Nate in 2017 now may apply for assistance to help recover and rebuild their farming operations. The
2017 Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program (2017 WHIP), authorized by Congress by the
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, provides disaster assistance to agricultural producers to offset
losses from hurricanes and wildfires during the 2017 crop year.

Eligible crops, trees, bushes, or vines, located in a county declared in a Presidential Emergency
Disaster Declaration or Secretarial Disaster Designation as a primary county are eligible for
assistance if the producer suffered a loss as a result of a 2017 hurricane. Five Mississippi Counties
were issued a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration due to Hurricane Nate, which affected
crops in production in counties along the Mississippi Gulf Coast October 6, through October 10,
2017. These counites include Harrison, Hancock, George, Greene, and Jackson. No Mississippi
county was issued a Secretarial Disaster Designation due to a named hurricane. However, crop
losses that occurred in a county without a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a
Secretarial Disaster Designation may be eligible for 2017 if producer provides supporting
documentation from which FSA can determine the loss was directly caused by a qualifying disaster
event. Eligibility is determined by Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees.

For applications to be considered timely filed, producers must apply no later than Friday, November
16, 2018. To help expedite payments, a producer who does not have records established at the
local USDA service center are encouraged to do so early in the process. To establish a record for a
farm, a producer needs:

e Proof of identity: driver’s license and Social Security number/card;

e Copy of recorder deed, survey plat, rental, or lease agreement of the land. A producer
does not have to own property to participate in FSA programs;

e Corporation, estate, or trust documents, if applicable

Producers will be asked to provide verifiable and reliable production records. If a producer is unable
to provide production records, USDA will calculate the yield based on the county average yield. A
producer with this information on file does not need to provide the information again.
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For more information on FSA disaster assistance programs, please contact your local USDA service
center or visit https://www.farmers.gov/recover/whip.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)

Losses

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
producers of noninsurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due
to natural disasters.

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15
days of the final harvest date.

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of
when a loss becomes apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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