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USDA Makes It Easier for American Farmers to Grow Food, Ease Burdens for American
Families

USDA is reducing the economic risk of raising two crops on the same land
in one year, making it easier for U.S. farmers to grow food in America,
increase food supply, and lower food costs for American families. This
action is part of a broader set of commitments made earlier this year by
President Biden and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack to increase
domestic food production amid potential global food shortages related to
the invasion of Ukraine.

To reduce the risk of raising two crops on the same land in one year — a
practice known as double cropping - USDA’s Risk Management Agency
(RMA) is expanding double crop insurance opportunities in nearly 1,500
counties where double cropping is viable.

See maps for where expanded opportunities for soybeans and sorghum are located.

Improvements include:

e For soybeans, double crop coverage will be expanded to or streamlined in at least 681 counties,
including all of those that were initially targeted for review. While some additional counties were
permanently added to be double crop counties, the majority of expansion removed barriers such as
requiring production records and streamlined the process to get personalized coverage through a
written agreement.

e  For grain sorghum, double crop coverage will be expanded to or streamlined in at least 870 counties
that were initially targeted for review. Similar to soybeans, most of these changes included
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streamlining the administrative burden and requirements to obtain written agreements. Written
agreements provide the producer with the maximum flexibility by allowing them to obtain crop
insurance coverage, but not requiring the coverage of both the spring and winter crops as in
permanent double crop counties.

e RMA will also work with the crop insurance industry and farm organizations to highlight the
availability and improvements in written agreements as an option for any farmer that grows a crop
outside the area where a policy is automatically offered.

This expansion of coverage was guided by extensive outreach to nearly 70 grower groups covering 28 states.
This includes a wide array of stakeholders such as producers, agents, university extension and other
agricultural experts, commodity associations, state departments of agriculture and insurance companies.
USDA may add additional counties as it explores these options with farmers this summer, with the final rules
being locked in by the fall. Since farmers need to plan ahead for adding a winter crop to a rotation, USDA
wanted to make sure they had time to consider this option and consult with local extension and agriculture
experts and their crop insurance agent.

Additional resources released today by USDA include frequently asked questions as well as the Helping
Farmers Address Global Food Insecurity webpage on farmers.gov.

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of crop insurance
agents is available at all USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA Agent Locator. Producers can learn
more about crop insurance and the modern farm safety net at rma.usda.gov.

Beginning Farmer Loan Opportunity

Accessing capital to begin, extend or support an agriculture operation can be especially challenging to new
producers. Farm Service Agency’s “Beginning Farmer” direct and guaranteed loan programs provide an
opportunity for qualified applicants to secure loans from funding set aside for producers who meet the

following conditions:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
e Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program
sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

For more information contact, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop
Growers

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) plans to
provide up to $200 million in assistance for specialty crop producers who incur eligible on-farm food safety
program expenses to obtain or renew a food safety certification in calendar years 2022 or 2023. USDA’s new
Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops (FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty crop
producers to comply with regulatory requirements and market-driven food safety certification requirements,
which is part of USDA'’s broader effort to transform the food system to create a more level playing field for
small and medium producers and a more balanced, equitable economy for everyone working in food and
agriculture.

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 food safety
certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is delivering FSCSC to provide
critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an emphasis on equity in program delivery while building
on lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the
announcement from Hollis, N.H., where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA’s efforts
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to help reduce costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding to cut regulatory
costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire and across the nation.

Program Details

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety certification and related
expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification in calendar years 2022 and 2023. For
each year, FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their
certification, as well as a portion of their related expenses.

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition of a small
business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses related to the 2022 (issued on or after June
21, 2022) or 2023 certification.

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:

e Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
e Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.

e Food safety certification.

e  Certification upload fees.

e Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher payment rate has
been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and veteran farmers and ranchers. Details
about the payment rates and limitations can be found at farmers.gov/food-safety.

Applying for Assistance

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and the application
period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments at the time of application approval
for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023. If calculated payments exceed the amount of
available funding, payments will be prorated.

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety Certification for
Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with other required documents, can be
submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via
electronic means.

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility information and forms
needed to apply.

Waiver of DCIA Compliance for Commodity and Farm Storage Facility Loan Programs

On January 27, 2021, the Biden-Harris Administration suspended all debt
collections, foreclosures, and other adverse actions for borrowers of direct
“i» farm loans and Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) through USDA’s Farm
#.. Service Agency (FSA) because of the national public health emergency
caused by the Coronavirus pandemic.

waiver of the Debt Collection Improvement Act (DCIA) noncompliance for
issuing new Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL), Loan Deficiency
Payments (LDP) or FSFL to borrowers who are in delinquent status with FSFL or farm loans.

e
f__ J It has been determined that the January 2021 suspension included a

Under normal circumstances, DCIA specifies that a person cannot obtain Federal financial assistance in the
form of loans (other than disaster loans), loan insurance, or guarantees if that person has delinquent Federal
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non-tax debt. MAL, LDP, and FSFL programs administered by FSA are currently subject to these statutory
constraints.

FSA county offices will review MALs, LDPs, and FSFLs that were previously denied on or after January 27,
2021, because of DCIA noncompliance. Offices will notify applicants of the waiver provisions and the
opportunity to obtain a loan. All applicable eligibility requirements remain in place with the exception of DCIA
waiver.

Reach out to your local FSA office for more information. To find your local office, visit farmers.gov/service-
locator.

USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral Option for Farm Storage Facility Loan Borrowers

To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial hardship from the pandemic
and other challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is offering a one-time
annual installment payment deferral option. No fees or prepayment penalties apply for borrowers who choose
this FSFL loan flexibility option.

Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment payment deferral for loans having terms of
three, five, seven or ten years. The installment deferral option is not available for 12-year term loans.

The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for the last year. The original loan interest rate
and annual payment due date will remain the same. However, because the installment payment deferral is a
one-year loan term extension, the final payment will be higher due to additional accrued interest.

Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment deferral option should contact FSA to
make the request and to obtain, complete and sign required forms.

FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle and transport eligible commodities.
More Information

In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made other flexibilities to help producers impacted
by the pandemic, including relaxing the loan-making process for farm operating and ownership loans and
implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision that enables an upcoming installment on a direct loan to be set
aside for the year. More information on these flexibilities can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. For more
information, contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit
farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income Certifications

If you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs), it
may be because you have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income Cetrtification.

If you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive payments. All farm
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should IMMEDIATELY
file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are encouraged to ensure that
their landowners have filed the form.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022. Unlike the past, you must have the
CCC-941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural
land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have purchased or sold
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agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing.
Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of
the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions
are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from these
disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress concerning the effect
of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for more information on AFIDA.

USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to Enhance Equity and Customer Service

NN WE The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to
. . i help farmers and ranchers better navigate the farm loan application
| process. This uniform application process will help to ensure all farm loan
J applicants receive equal support and have a consistent customer
-1 experience with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) regardless of their
individual circumstances.

USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among underserved
customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application process. The Loan Assistance
Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-by-step guide that supplements the support they
receive when working in person with a USDA employee, providing materials that may help an applicant
prepare their loan application in one tool.

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and clicking
the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the prompts to complete the Eligibility Self-Assessment
and start the farm loan journey. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or
the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will be available to
USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and tools that are anticipated to launch in
2023 include:

e A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 pages.

e Aninteractive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic
signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

e An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing,
or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

Background

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient commercial
credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section
22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA is taking action to immediately provide relief to qualifying
distressed borrowers whose operations are at financial risk while working on making transformational
changes to loan servicing so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address
the inherent risks and unpredictability associated with agricultural operations.

Reporting Organic Crops

If you want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and you select the
"organic" option on your NAP application, you must report your crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

You must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a certifying agent
indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals


https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/FSA0153_010524V02.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Feconomic-and-policy-analysis%2Fafida%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ccad713685eaf4f04d8f908dade9e85b3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638067069674126732%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nu7JJsSHlezuoKIqsD3mU0spGA24H3wQ1JHK67hKhL8%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/10/18/usda-provides-payments-nearly-800-million-assistance-help-keep?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/10/18/usda-provides-payments-nearly-800-million-assistance-help-keep?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

e address

e telephone number

o effective date of certification

e certificate number

e list of commodities certified

e name and address of certifying agent

e a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone
acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from organic
sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written certificate, they are
still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, transitional and
buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local County USDA Service Center

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve Property

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These microloans are
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and
those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing,
equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water conservation
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand eligibility
requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans
provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm
Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

Know your Final Planting Dates

All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final planting date
for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so please contact your
local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely planting of a crop, by the final
planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

Applying for NAP Payments

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides
financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance
to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural
y disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native
grass for grazing), among others.

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by
the applicable deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application
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closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage report.
Additionally, NAP participants must provide:

e The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an interest during the
crop year

e The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or
used differently than intended

e Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could see reduced or
zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield.

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by completing Part B of
form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must be completed within 15 calendar days
of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For
hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss
becomes apparent.

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and
Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year for any NAP covered
crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information. Producers must provide evidence of
production and note whether the crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than
intended.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture,
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

MISSISSIPPI FSA STATE OFFICE

6311 Ridgewood Road Suite W100
Jackson, MS 39211

Phone: 601-965-4300
State Executive Director:

Thaddeus (Thad) Fairley, Sr

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnap%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ccad713685eaf4f04d8f908dade9e85b3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638067069674126732%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RMcFSnnRau3UUoBqAnUwzDX5n8CoC5o3XJz1B1sNFGE%3D&reserved=0
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