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Streamlining How You Find Information on Farmers.gov

If you've been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little different from
the last time you were here. We’ve made some changes, to improve how
you find information so that you can find what you need even more easily
and efficiently.

FARMERS.GOV

e 1 arvmers By farmmers

The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page — it's different now. It opens up, to show descriptions
and subtopics, making it quicker and easier to figure out what's where and reduce guessing. Why? Two
reasons: First, farmers.gov has grown a lot over the years and the old navigation wasn’t designed for the
load. Second, because you asked for it. We analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the
site and tested our new designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers through surveys
and live testing sessions.

Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are grouped and organized
to help you easily access the information you need. We also relabeled some of our existing pages using more
direct language. This means that pages or information you’ve used before may have different labels or be in
new places.

Important changes: The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and
resources about USDA loans, including the Farm Loan Programs.

e The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to help you prepare
and recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your operation.

e The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’'t changed much and still has information
on how to implement conservation practices, improve and preserve natural resources, and address
conservation concerns.

e The Manage page is now Working With Us. This page connects you with resources that tell you how
USDA can help you start, expand, enhance, or improve your agricultural operation.

e The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA resources that cater to
your specific operation. Information that was on the Connect page has been moved to the Contact
Us page and the Get Involved page.



We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with important USDA
announcements. We've recently created some new webpages, and updated some existing ones, to better
equip you with the vital information you need. There are even more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned!

For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start by asking, then
test our designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers.

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we looked for ways to
make our site easier to use and to build the information that you’re looking for. Live user testing
sessions provide data, such as this heatmap, showing where testers tended to click during an exercise.

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and told us how to speak
using your words, and not legalese.

Check out farmers.gov today!

USDA Offers Water Quality-Focused Program That Builds on CRP Contracts

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing the signup period
for its Clean Lakes, Estuaries, And Rivers initiative (CLEAR30) — a
nationwide opportunity for certain landowners and agricultural producers
currently implementing water quality practices through the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) to enroll in 30-year contracts, extending the
lifespan and strengthening the benefits of important water quality practices

on their land.

Producers may apply for CLEAR30, a voluntary, incentive-based conservation program, from April 1, 2022,
through Aug. 5, 2022.

Cropland and certain pastureland currently enrolled in Continuous CRP or the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) and dedicated to an eligible water quality practice such as riparian buffers,
contour strips, grass waterways or wetland restoration may be eligible if their contracts are expiring by
September 30, 2022.

CLEARS3O contracts will be effective beginning Oct. 1, 2022. These long-term contracts ensure that
conservation practices remain in place for 30 years, which improves water quality through reducing sediment
and nutrient runoff and helping prevent algal blooms. Conservation in riparian areas also provides important
carbon sequestration benefits. Traditional CRP contracts run from 10 to 15 years.

About CLEAR30

CLEAR3O0 was established in the 2018 Farm Bill to better address water quality concerns. Originally,
CLEAR3O0 was only available in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watersheds; in 2021, FSA made
CLEARS3O0 available to agricultural producers and landowners nationwide, and participation grew nearly
seven-fold from 2020 to 2021.

Annual rental payments for landowners who enroll in CLEAR30 will be equal to the current Continuous CRP
annual payment rate plus a 20 percent water quality incentive payment and an annual rental rate adjustment
of 27.5 percent.

How to Sign Up

To sign up for CLEAR30, landowners and producers should contact their local USDA Service Center by Aug.
5, 2022. Contact information can be found at farmers.gov/service-locator. Additionally, fact sheets and other
resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.

More Information

CLEARS3QO is an option available through CRP, which is one of the largest voluntary private-lands
conservation programs in the United States. CRP was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and
stabilize commodity prices by taking environmentally sensitive lands out of production. The program has
evolved over the years, providing numerous conservation and economic benefits. In addition to CLEAR30,
signups are also open for Continuous CRP and Grassland CRP.
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Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before actions are
approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to,
the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If
project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the request will be
denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it's important to wait until
you receive written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local FSA office
early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is required for your program
application so that it can be completed timely.

Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint Operations or Entities

Many Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs require all program participants, either individuals or legal
entities, to be “actively engaged in farming.” This means participants provide a significant contribution to the
farming operation, whether it is capital, land, equipment, active personal labor and/or management. For
entities, each partner, stockholder or member with an ownership interest, must contribute active personal
labor and/or management to the operation on a regular basis that is identifiable and documentable as well as
separate and distinct from contributions of any other member. Members of joint operations must have a share
of the profits or losses from the farming operation commensurate with the member’s contributions to the
operation and must make contributions to the farming operation that are at risk for a loss, with the level of risk
being commensurate with the member’s claimed share on the farming operation.

Joint operations comprised of non-family members or partners, stockholders or persons with an ownership in
the farming operation must meet additional payment eligibility provisions. Joint operations comprised of family
members are exempt from these additional requirements. For 2016 and subsequent crop years, non-family
joint operations can have one member that may use a significant contribution of active personal management
exclusively to meet the requirements to be determined “actively engaged in farming.” The person or member
will be defined as the farm manager for the purposes of administering these management provisions.

Non-family joint operations may request to add up to two additional managers for their farming operation
based on the size and/or complexity of the operation. If additional farm managers are requested and
approved, all members who contribute management are required to complete form CCC-902MR,
Management Activity Record. The farm manager should use the form to record management activities
including capital, labor and agronomics, which includes crop selection, planting decisions, acquisition of
inputs, crop management and marketing decisions. One form should be used for each month and the farm
manager should enter the number of hours of time spent for each activity under he date of the month the
actions were completed. The farm manager must also document if each management activity was completed
on the farm or remotely.

The records and supporting business documentation must be maintained and timely made available for
review by the appropriate FSA reviewing authority, if requested.

If the farm manager fails to meet these requirements, their contribution of active personal management to the
farming operation for payment eligibility purposes will be disregarded and their payment eligibility status will
be re-determined for the applicable program year.

In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family member joint operation who meet the
definition of farm manager may also be allowed to use such a contribution of active personal management to
meet the eligibility requirements. However, under no circumstances may the number of farm managers in a
non-family joint operation exceed a total of three in any given crop and program yeatr.



Reporting Organic Crops

If you want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and you select the
"organic" option on your NAP application, you must report your crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

You must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a certifying agent
indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals

address

telephone number

effective date of certification

certificate number

list of commodities certified

name and address of certifying agent

a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone
acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from organic
sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written

certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified
organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local County office.

Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory credit history. A credit report is
requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed to verify outstanding debts, see
if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow.

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in conducting FSA business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will provide a
copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is up to you to
contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score:

Make sure to pay bills on time
Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an effective way to remember
payment due dates.

e Pay down existing debt

e Keep your credit card balances low

e Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan after
improving or correcting your credit report.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.
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USDA Renews People’s Garden Initiative Agriculture

g4 Secretary Tom Vilsack recently planted a tree to announce the reopening of
& the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) People’s Garden Initiative.
~ 4 People’s Gardens across the country will grow fresh, healthy food and
support resilient, local food systems; teach people how to garden using
conservation practices; nurture habitat for pollinators and wildlife and create
greenspace for neighbors. The garden at USDA headquarters in
Washington, D.C. will be joined by 17 flagship gardens located in urban
communities nationwide, including metro-Atlanta. Click here for more.

Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for Construction

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers and
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase
agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also
offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.Direct Farm
Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase or improve farm dwellings, service buildings or other
facilities, and to make improvements essential to an operation.

Applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned development that completely
describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of sufficient funds to pay for the total cost of all
planned development at or before loan closing. In some instances, applicants may be asked to provide
certified plans, specifications or contract documents. The applicant cannot incur any debts for materials or
labor or make any expenditures for development purposes prior to loan closing with the expectation of being
reimbursed from FSA funds.

Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or the borrower
method. Under the contract method, construction and development contractors perform work according to a
written contract with the applicant or borrower. If applying for a direct loan to finance a construction project,
the applicant must obtain a surety bond that guarantees both payment and performance in the amount of the
construction contract from a construction contractor.

A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000. An authorized agency official determines that a
surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against default of the contractor or a contract provides
for partial payments in excess of the amount of 60 percent of the value of the work in place.

Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and development work.
The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency official determines, based on
information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses or arranges to obtain the necessary skill and
managerial ability to complete the work satisfactorily and that such work will not interfere with the applicant’s
farming operation or work schedule.

Potential applicants should visit with FSA early in the initial project planning process to ensure environmental
compliance.

For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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Farm Safety

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it
can kill quickly. It takes less than five seconds for a person caught in flowing
grain to be trapped.

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real
danger. Augers, power take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or
clothing.

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not to mention
children. It is always advisable to keep children at a safe distance from operating farm equipment. Always
use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery. Ensure everyone is visibly clear and
accounted for before machinery is engaged.

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first.

Mississippi FSA State Office
6311 Ridgewood Road, Suite W100

Jackson, MS 39211
Phone: 601-965-4300

State Executive Director
Thaddeus Fairley, Sr.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).




