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Eligibility for Nominations for the 2018
County Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency
(FSA) county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day
operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local
administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers
responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm
programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to
the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a
local decision making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members
from local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a
three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a
committee member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the
following requirements: (1) be a producer with an interest in farming
or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA
program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal
voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility requirements, and (6)


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1fdcc3e
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms

reside in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be

serving.
To find contact information for
your local office go to All nomination forms for the 2018 election must be postmarked or
www.fsa.usda.gov/ms received in the local USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2018. For

more information on FSA county committee elections and
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and
Hold Office as a COC Member available online at:
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections

Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI)

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be
electronically shared with the other location. This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop
Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI).

Producers must still visit both their local FSA office and their insurance provider to validate and sign
acreage reports, complete maps, or provide program-specific information, including reporting
uninsured crops to FSA. The common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available
to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report.

USDA Resumes Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
Enrollment

One-Year Extension Available to Holders of Many Expiring Contracts through Continuous Signup

As part of a 33-year effort to protect sensitive lands and improve water quality and wildlife habitat on
private lands, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will resume accepting applications for the
voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Eligible farmers, ranchers, and private landowners
can sign up at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office between June 4 and Aug. 17, 2018.

FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the CRP continuous signup (excluding applications
for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and CRP grasslands). This pause
allowed USDA to review available acres and avoid exceeding the 24 million-acre CRP cap set by
the 2014 Farm Bill. New limited practice availability and short sign up period helps ensure that
landowners with the most sensitive acreage will enroll in the program and avoid unintended
competition with new and beginning farmers seeking leases. CRP enrollment currently is about 22.7
million acres.

2018 Signup for CRP

For this year’s signup, limited priority practices are available for continuous enrollment. They include
grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland restoration and others. View a full list of

practices.

FSA will use updated soil rental rates to make annual rental payments, reflecting current values. It
will not offer incentive payments as part of the new signup.

USDA will not open a general signup this year, however, a one-year extension will be offered to
existing CRP participants with expiring CRP contracts of 14 years or less. Producers eligible for an
extension will receive a letter with more information.
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Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

o  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov

USDA Reopens Application Period for Producers Recovering
from Cattle Loss, Other Disasters

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reopening the application period for two disaster assistance
programs in response to statutory changes made by Congress earlier this year.

Beginning June 4, FSA will accept new applications for losses for calendar year 2017 or 2018 filed
under the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) or Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees,
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). Producers who already submitted applications and received
decisions on their applications for these years do not need to file again, but they can reapply if they
have additional losses or their application was disapproved because it was filed late.

In February, Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, which made several changes to
these two disaster programs, including:

e Removing ELAP’s $20 million fiscal year funding cap, enabling FSA to pay producers’ 2017
applications in full and their 2018 applications as soon as they are approved.

e Removing the per-person and legal entity annual program payment limitation of $125,000
for LIP for 2017 and future years. (The income limitation applies as it did before, meaning
producers with an adjusted gross income of more than $900,000 are not eligible.)

e Changing LIP to allow producers to receive a payment for injured livestock that are sold for
a reduced price due to an eligible event. Previously, the program only covered financial loss
for livestock death above normal mortality.

Producers interested in LIP or ELAP should contact their local USDA service center. To apply,
producers will need to provide verifiable and reliable production records and other information about
their operation. Learn more at https://www.usda.gov/disaster.

USDA to Help Producers Prepare for Addition of Seed Cotton
to Two Key Safety Net Programs
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is sending acreage history and yield reports to

agricultural producers with generic base acres covered by the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs.

The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 amended the 2014 Farm Bill, adding seed cotton as a covered
commodity under the ARC and PLC programs. This week, FSA will start sending information on
current generic base acres, yields, and 2008-2012 planting history.
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The updates are an important part of preparing agricultural producers to make decisions on
allocating generic basic acres and updating yields for seed cotton. This summer, producers will
have an opportunity to allocate their generic base acres and update their seed cotton yield.

All producers electing to participate in either the ARC or PLC program will be required to make a
one-time, unanimous and irrevocable election, choosing between price protection and county
revenue protection for the 2018 crop year for seed cotton only. Producers who elected ARC with the
individual farm option will continue with that option since that election is applicable to all base acre
on the farm. The final step to participate requires producers with farms with seed cotton base acres
to sign contracts for ARC or PLC for 2018 this summer.

The anticipated timeline is:

e June 29: Producers are mailed letters notifying them of current generic base acres and
yields and 2008 to 2012 planting history.

e July: An online decision tool for ARC and PLC becomes available. Producers have the
opportunity to update yields and allocate generic base acres for ARC and PLC.

e August: ARC and PLC one-time elections occur for seed cotton.

e August: ARC and PLC sign-up for 2018 starts for farms with seed cotton base acres.

For more information, contact your local Farm Service Agency. To find an FSA office near you,
visit: http://offices.usda.gov.

Selected Interest Rates for July 2018

90-Day Treasury Bill ------- 1.875%

Farm Operating Loans —- Direct 3.875%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.125%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher --1.5%
Emergency Loans ---------- 3.75%

Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision
impairment or hearing impairment. If accommodations are required, contact MS State Office at;601-
965-4300 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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