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Showcase Your Season with #Plant2022

This planting season let’s highlight the innovation and leadership demonstrated
by conservation-minded farmers in our #Plant2022 campaign. We'll share your
photos and stories on social media, blogs, and a nationwide storymap.

Learn more (https://go.usa.gov/xuTqj)

USDA Encourages Producers to Enroll in Grasslands CRP

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages producers and landowners to enroll in the Grassland
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) starting next week through May 13, 2022. Grassland CRP provides a
unique opportunity for farmers, ranchers, and agricultural landowners to keep land in agricultural production
and supplement their income while improving their soils and permanent grass cover. The program had its



highest enroliment in history in 2021 and is part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s broader effort to equip
producers with the tools they need to help address climate change and invest in the long-term health of our
natural resources.

Grassland CRP is a federally funded voluntary working lands program. Through the program, USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) provides annual rental payments to landowners to maintain and conserve grasslands
while allowing producers to graze, hay, and produce seed on that land. Maintaining the existing permanent
cover provides several benefits, including reducing erosion, providing wildlife habitat and migration corridors,
and capturing and maintaining carbon in the soil and cover.

FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. The annual rental rate
varies by county with a national minimum rental rate of $13 per acre for this signup. Contract duration is 10 or
15 years.

Grassland CRP National Priority Zones

Because Grassland CRP supports not only grazing operations but also biodiversity and conserving
environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind erosion, FSA created two National Priority Zones in
2021: the Greater Yellowstone Migration Corridor and Dust Bowl Zone. As part of the Biden-Harris
Administration’s focus on conservation in important wildlife corridors and key seasonal ranges, for this year’s
signup, FSA is expanding the Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridor Priority Zone to include seven
additional counties across Montana, Wyoming, and Utah, to help protect the big-game animal migration
corridor associated with Wyoming elk, mule deer, and antelope.

Offers within one of these National Priority Zones will receive an additional 15 ranking points and $5 per acre if
at least 50% of the offer is located in the zone.

Alongside Grassland CRP, producers and landowners can also enroll acres in Continuous CRP under the
ongoing sign up, which includes projects available through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
(CREP) and State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).

Broadening Reach of Program

As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers and landowners who are historically underserved,
including beginning farmers and military veterans, will receive 10 additional ranking points to enhance their
offers.

Additionally, USDA is working to broaden the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by leveraging

the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically underserved communities.
CREP is a partnership program that enables states, Tribal governments, non-profit, and private entities to
partner with FSA to implement CRP practices and address high priority conservation and environmental
objectives. Interested entities are encouraged to contact FSA.

More Information on CRP

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to
learn more or to apply for the program before the May 13 deadline. Additionally, fact sheets and other
resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the United
States. The working lands signup announced today demonstrates how much it has evolved from the original
program that was primarily intended to control soil erosion and only had the option to take enrolled land out of



production. The program has expanded over the years and now supports a greater variety of conservation and
wildlife benefits, along with the associated economic benefits.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food
in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate
smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in
rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.

USDA Offers Water Quality-Focused Program That Builds
on CRP Contracts

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing the signup period for its Clean Lakes, Estuaries,
And Rivers initiative (CLEAR30) — a nationwide opportunity for certain landowners and agricultural producers
currently implementing water quality practices through the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) to enroll in
30-year contracts, extending the lifespan and strengthening the benefits of important water quality practices
on their land.

Producers may apply for CLEARS30, a voluntary, incentive-based conservation program, from April 1, 2022,
through Aug. 5, 2022.

Cropland and certain pastureland currently enrolled in Continuous CRP or the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) and dedicated to an eligible water quality practice such as riparian buffers,
contour strips, grass waterways or wetland restoration may be eligible if their contracts are expiring by
September 30, 2022.

CLEARS30 contracts will be effective beginning Oct. 1, 2022. These long-term contracts ensure that
conservation practices remain in place for 30 years, which improves water quality through reducing sediment
and nutrient runoff and helping prevent algal blooms. Conservation in riparian areas also provides important
carbon sequestration benefits. Traditional CRP contracts run from 10 to 15 years.

About CLEAR30

CLEARS30 was established in the 2018 Farm Bill to better address water quality concerns. Originally,
CLEARS30 was only available in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watersheds; in 2021, FSA made
CLEARS30 available to agricultural producers and landowners nationwide, and participation grew nearly seven-
fold from 2020 to 2021.

Annual rental payments for landowners who enroll in CLEAR30 will be equal to the current Continuous CRP
annual payment rate plus a 20 percent water quality incentive payment and an annual rental rate adjustment
of 27.5 percent.

How to Sign Up

To sign up for CLEAR30, landowners and producers should contact their local USDA Service Center by Aug.
5, 2022. Contact information can be found at farmers.gov/service-locator. Additionally, fact sheets and other
resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.

More Information
CLEARS30 is an option available through CRP, which is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation



programs in the United States. CRP was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and stabilize
commaodity prices by taking environmentally sensitive lands out of production. The program has evolved over
the years, providing numerous conservation and economic benefits. In addition to CLEAR30, signups are also
open for Continuous CRP and Grassland CRP.

2022 Avian Influenza in the United States - What you need
to know!

To date, USDA’s National Veterinary Services Laboratories has confirmed the presence of Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza (HPAI) in commercial and backyard flocks in several states including State. Avian influenza
viruses are classified as either “low pathogenic (LPAI)” or “highly pathogenic (HPAI)” based on their genetic
features and the severity of the disease they cause in poultry. Caused by an influenza type A virus, HPAI can
infect poultry (such as chickens, turkeys, pheasants, quail, domestic ducks, geese, and guinea fowl) and wild
birds (especially waterfowl).

The clinical signs of birds affected with all forms of Avian Influenza may show one or more of the following:

» Sudden death without clinical signs

» Decreased water consumption up to 72 hours before other clinical signs
» Lack of energy and appetite

» Decreased egg production

» Soft-shelled or misshapen eggs

» Swelling of the head, eyelids, comb, wattles, and hocks

» Purple discoloration of the wattles, combs, and legs

» Nasal discharge

» Coughing, sneezing

» Lack of coordination

e Diarrhea

In addition to the disease infecting domestic birds, it is important to know that wild birds can also be infected
and show no signs of illness. They can carry the disease to new areas when migrating, potentially exposing
domestic poultry to the virus. The APHIS’ wild bird surveillance program provides an early warning system for
the introduction and distribution of avian influenza viruses of concern in the United States, allowing APHIS and
the poultry industry to take timely and rapid action.

With the recent detections of avian influenza in wild birds and domestic poultry in the United States, bird
owners should review their biosecurity practices and stay vigilant to protect poultry and pet birds from
transmission of this disease. The following bio-safety guidelines are effective methods for safeguarding
commercial operations and smaller flocks:

» Backyard flock owners should practice strict biosecurity, including preventing birds from exposure
and/or co-mingling with wild birds and other types of poultry.

« Shower, change clothes, and clean and disinfect footwear before entering your poultry housing areas.

» Respiratory protection such as a medical facemask would also be important and remember to always
wear clean clothes when encountering healthy domestic birds.



» Carefully follow safe entry and exit procedures into your flock’s clean area.

» Reduce the attractiveness for wild birds to stop at your place by cleaning up litter and spilled feed
around poultry housing areas.

« If you have free range guinea fowl and waterfowl|, consider bringing them into coops or flight pens under
nets to prevent interaction of domesticated poultry with wild birds and their droppings.

 ltis best to restrict visitors from interacting with your birds currently.
» Do not touch sick or dead wildlife and keep them away from domestic poultry

» Try not to handle sick or deceased domestic birds (if you must, use proper personal protective
equipment to minimize direct contact and cautiously disinfect anything that comes into contact with the
deceased and or sick bird).

As part of the existing USDA Avian Influenza response plans, Federal and State partners as well as industry
are responding quickly and decisively to these outbreaks by following these five basic steps:

o Quarantine — restricting movement of poultry and poultry-moving equipment into and out of the
control area;

o Eradicate — depopulate the affected flock(s);
o Monitor region — testing wild and domestic birds in a broad area around the quarantine area;
o Disinfect — kills the virus in the affected flock locations; and

o Test — confirming that the poultry farm is Al virus-free.

Sick or deceased domestic birds should be reported to your local veterinarian. Positive domestic cases are
handled by APHIS and its partners. States that have confirmed cases of Avian Influenza should work closely
with USDA-APHIS on surveillance, reporting and control efforts. Disposal methods will be evaluated on a
case-by-case basis depending on a variety of factors, including the size of the flock, space requirements,
associated costs, local conditions, and applicable laws/regulations.

The United States has the strongest Avian Influenza surveillance program in the world, where we actively look
for the disease and provide fair market value compensation to affected producers to encourage reporting.

If you do not raise domestic birds or have a poultry operation but you encounter sick or dead wild birds, please
use bio-safety measures, and report your findings through USDA’s toll-free number at 1-866-536-7593.

According to the Centers for Disease Control, this strain of Avian Influenza is a low risk to the public. While the
transmission rate from animals to humans is low, it is a zoonotic disease, meaning it can be shared between
species. To learn more about Avian Influenza and to remain up to date on the latest related news and
information, you can visit the USDAAPHIS webpage.

Applying for FSA Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to establish,
maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved and serviced by FSA loan
officers.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals,
insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor
improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate.



Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair
buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for
direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on
the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid
within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating
loan.

Applying for FSA Guaranteed Loans

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the lender's
normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the
lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on
a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, develop
farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,825,000. Repayment terms vary depending
on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid
within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

For more information on guaranteed loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Updates Eligibility for Spot Market Hog Pandemic
Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has clarified the definition of a spot market sale and hog eligibility
under the Spot Market Hog_Pandemic Program (SMHPP), which assists producers who sold hogs through a
spot market sale from April 16, 2020, through Sept. 1, 2020. Hog producers will also now be required to
submit documentation to support information provided on their SMHPP application. USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) will accept applications through April 29, 2022, which is an extension of the April 15, 2022,
deadline previously set for the program.

USDA is offering the SMHPP in response to a reduction in packer production due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
which resulted in fewer negotiated hogs being procured and subsequent lower market prices. The program is
part of USDA’s broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative and addresses gaps in previous
assistance for hog producers.

SMHPP Program Updates



When the pandemic disrupted normal marketing channels, including access to packers, producers sold their
hogs through cash sales to local processors or butchers, direct sales to individuals and third-party
intermediaries, including sale barns or brokers. The use of third-party intermediaries was the only available
marketing alternative for many producers and are now included in SMHPP. The only direct to packer sales that
are eligible for SMHPP are those through a negotiated sale. Hogs sold through a contract that includes a
premium above the spot-market price or other formula such as the wholesale cut-out price remain ineligible.
Hogs must be suitable and intended for slaughter to be eligible. Immature swine (pigs) are ineligible.

FSA will now require documentation to support the accuracy of information provided on the FSA-940 Spot
Market Hog Pandemic Program application, including the number of hogs reported on the application that
were sold through a spot market sale and how the price was determined for the sale.

SMHPP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible hogs, not to exceed 10,000
head, by the payment rate of $54 per head. To ensure SMHPP funding availability is disbursed equitably to all
eligible producers, FSA will now issue payments after the application period ends. If calculated payments
exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be factored.

Applying for Assistance

Eligible hog producers can apply for SMHPP by April 29, 2022, by completing the FSA-940, Spot Market Hog
Pandemic Program application, along with required supporting documentation. Producers can

visit farmers.gov/smhpp for examples of supporting documentation, information on applicant eligibility and
more information on how to apply.

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand
delivery or via electronic means. To find their local FSA office, producers should visit farmers.gov/service-
locator. Hog producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer
assistance.

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the latest self-service
feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, tablet or phone.
Capabilities include:

» View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, land
ownership details, and much more;

» View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer providers,
and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

» Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.
The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you time and money.

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for producers,
while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new enhancement expands the
scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a
power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with FSA.



Managing USDA Business Online
Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
» View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

» Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

* View and submit conservation requests.

» View technical references and submit questions.

» Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts.
» Report practice completion and request practice certification.

« View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture
planting boundaries.

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining an
eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign
In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the
recommended browsers to access the feature.

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation
programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as
added some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more
about these changes.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enroliment Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP)_Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally
sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve environmental health and
quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent
soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices can
be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive bidding during
specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain
eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local County USDA Service Center
or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers



CRP contract holders are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to
beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the Transition Incentives Program
(TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the landowner or operator for up to two additional years after
the CRP contract expires.

CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their land. TIP
participants must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long term (at least five years) land
enrolled in an expiring CRP contract to a beginning, veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who
is not a family member.

Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may enroll in TIP
beginning two years before the expiration date of the CRP contract. The TIP application must be submitted
prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands. New landowners or renters that return the land to
production must use sustainable grazing or farming methods.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Missouri NRCS Soil Climate Analysis Network Sites

Missouri currently has fourteen Soil Climate Analysis Network (SCAN) sites scattered throughout the State.
These sites consist of complete climate analysis along with soil sensors at 2, 4, 8, 20, and 40 inches that
monitor the soil temperature and moisture.

A SCAN station tower and all the monitoring sensors collect data hourly and transmits that data via cellular
network to the Water and Climate Information System database. This data is available to all internet users via
the Natural Resources Conservation Service SCAN web site.

At a SCAN site at Mt. Vernon, Missouri, Soil scientist excavated a soil pit and described, sampled, and
installed the soil sensors in the soil at the critical depths. This site is on Creldon soils which have a fragipan
around twenty inches below the surface. The Creldon soils formed in a thin mantle of loess over material
weathered from cherty limestone or dolistone of the Mississippian geologic formation.

For more information on Missouri SCAN sites or to view the data, go to: Interactive Map (usda.gov)

NRCS Announces Conservation Funding Opportunities for
2022

USDA has several fiscal year 2022 assistance opportunities for agricultural producers and private landowners
for key programs, such as the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP), Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), Regional Conservation Partnership
Program (RCPP) and Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) program.

Through conservation programs, USDA’'s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides technical
and financial assistance to help producers and landowners make conservation improvements on their land
that benefit natural resources, build resiliency and contribute to the nation’s broader effort to combat the
impacts of climate change.

Applying for Assistance



NRCS accepts applications for its conservation programs year-round. State Technical Committees, composed
of representatives from conservation and agricultural-related organizations, work with NRCS to set state-
specific, ranking dates to evaluate applications for funding. These dates account for producer needs, staff
workload and ensure potential participants have ample opportunity to apply. Producers should apply by their
state’s ranking dates to be considered for funding in the current cycle.

Funding is provided through a competitive process. State-specific, ranking_dates for all programs are
available. Applications received after ranking dates will be automatically deferred to the next funding period.

Program Options

EQIP provides cost share assistance for producers to use 170-plus conservation practices to address a wide
variety of resource concerns. Within EQIP, Conservation Incentive Contracts allow producers to further target
priority resource concerns. CSP helps producers take their conservation activities to the next level through
comprehensive conservation and advanced conservation activities. ACEP helps producers enroll wetlands,
grasslands and farmlands into easements for long-term protection. Additionally, through RCPP, producers and
landowners can work with partners who are co-investing with NRCS on targeted projects.

Historically Underserved Producer Benefits

Special provisions are also available for historically underserved producers. For EQIP, historically underserved
producers are eligible for advance payments to help offset costs related to purchasing materials or contracting
services up front. In addition, historically underserved producers can receive higher EQIP payment rates (up to
90% of average cost). NRCS sets aside EQIP, CSP and ACEP funds for historically underserved producers.

Conservation Practices and Climate

NRCS conservation programs play a critical role in USDA’s commitment to partnering with farmers, ranchers,
forest landowners and local communities to deliver climate solutions that strengthen agricultural operations
and rural America. States may prioritize a variety of voluntary conservation practices through these NRCS
programs, including those that support climate-smart agriculture and forestry (CSAF).

In fiscal year 2022, EQIP and CSP will provide targeted funding for CSAF practices, and Conservation
Incentive Contracts — a new EQIP program — will be available nationwide with an emphasis on CSAF
practices. Building on these efforts, NRCS will also prioritize climate investments through ACEP, RCPP and
Conservation Innovation Grants.

Producers, landowners and forest managers interested in applying for assistance should contact the NRCS at
their local USDA Service Center.

NRCS in Missouri Announces Conservation Stewardship
Program Signup

USDA is accepting applications from agricultural producers and forest landowners from Missouri for the
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). Agricultural producers and forest landowners looking to build on

conservation efforts while strengthening their operation can apply for technical and financial assistance
through CSP.

While USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) accepts CSP applications year-round,
Missouri producers and landowners should apply by April 15 to be considered for funding in the current cycle.



State Technical Committees, composed of conservation and agricultural-related agency and organization
representatives, work with NRCS to identify resource priorities and how best to address them. NRCS then sets
state-specific, ranking dates to evaluate applications for funding that account for producer needs, staff
workload and ensure potential participants have ample opportunities to apply. Find Missouri’s ranking dates for
CSP and other conservation programs at www.nrcs.usda.gov/staterankingdates.

NRCS offers CSP in all 50 states and the Pacific and Caribbean areas through continuous signups. The
program provides many benefits, including increased crop yields, decreased inputs, wildlife habitat
improvements and increased resilience to adverse weather. CSP is for working lands, including cropland,
pastureland, rangeland, nonindustrial private forest land and agricultural land under Indian tribe jurisdiction.

Additionally, existing CSP participants may have an opportunity to renew their contracts in the first half of the
fifth year of their five-year contract through a competitive application process.

Special provisions are available for historically underserved producers, which include those considered
beginning, socially disadvantaged and limited resource as well as military veterans. These producers are
targeted funds.

Find eligible practices in Missouri and practice payment amounts at Missouri Payment Schedules | NRCS
(usda.gov) Payment rates for conservation practices are reviewed and set each fiscal year for the state.

To apply for CSP, contact NRCS at your local USDA Service Center. Find your local Service Center
at www.farmers.gov/service-locator.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income Certifications

If you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing Assistance Loans (MALSs), it
may be because you have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income Cetrtification.

If you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive payments. All farm
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should IMMEDIATELY
file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are encouraged to ensure that
their landowners have filed the form.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022. Unlike the past, you must have the
CCC-941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before actions are
approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to,
the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If
project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the request will be denied.



Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it's important to wait until you
receive written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local FSA office
early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is required for your program
application so that it can be completed timely.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing
to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, handling
equipment and storage and handling trucks. Some eligible equipment may include augers, dryers, grain carts,
grain trailers, hay bale wrappers and hay bale accumulators. For a complete list of eligible equipment please
see the link below.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds
harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits,
nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt,
meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through
uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for
eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between $50,000 and
$100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to
assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers,
operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved
producers.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/price-support/facility-loans/farm-storage/index

The Missouri Outdoor Recreational Access Program
Missouri’s Walk-in Access Program

Have you heard about the new Missouri Outdoor Recreational Access Program (MRAP)? MRAP is Missouri’s
walk-in access program similar to walk-in hunting programs that have been available in Kansas (WIHA), lowa
(IHAP), and South Dakota (WIA) for many years. MRAP is a voluntary program that provides landowners an
opportunity to generate extra income by opening their property for public recreational activities such as
hunting, angling, and wildlife viewing. MRAP is administered by the Missouri Department of Conservation
(MDC) and is supported by a USDA grant called the Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentives Program.

The MRAP provides $15 — $25 per acre, per year, incentive payments and habitat improvement cost-share to
participating landowners in return for allowing public access to their land for recreational activities. Public
access on all MRAP properties is walk-in only. Participating landowners can choose the recreational activities
allowed on their property by selecting one of the following MRAP access types: all access hunting and fishing,
small game and turkey hunting, youth only hunting and fishing, archery hunting, fishing only, or wildlife
viewing. All access hunting and fishing, fishing only, wildlife viewing, and youth hunting and fishing access



types are open to the public year-round, whereas archery hunting and small game and turkey access types
are open only during relevant legal seasons. Additionally, participating landowners are offered liability
protection from Missouri's Recreational Use Immunity Law.

Offered lands must meet minimum eligibility requirements such as being 40 contiguous acres in size (5
contiguous acres for wildlife viewing access types or 1 pond acre for fishing only access types). The standard
landowner commitment period is three years, with annual renewal opportunities. To be eligible for the program,
MRAP properties must also consist of at least 20% quality wildlife habitat such as native grass fields, crop field
buffers, or managed woodlands. Many CRP practices will qualify as quality wildlife habitat!

To apply for to the MRAP program, fill out the Landowner Application Form located here and email the
form to mrap@mdc.mo.gov- For additional information on MRAP visit https://mdc.mo.gov/your-
property/missouri-outdoor-recreational-access-program-mrap




